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Judges, lawyers
get firsthand look
at incarceration

By Timothy Hicks
Staff Writer

A large group of judges and lawyers visited San Quentin
on Nov. 2 to gain understanding about a place where some
of the people they sentence may end up residing.

The judges had been instructed by CDCR not to disclose
their names to the SQ residents. But during their visit the
group was impressed by the openness and candor of the
incarcerated men who guided their tour.

After welcoming the group and providing a brief history
of the prison’s programs and general structure, SQ tour
director Vincent Turner Jr. told the judges, “We are up
here to not only be better public speakers, but mainly we
are here to show you all what being fully accountable for
our crimes looks like.”

The guides introduced themselves in succession after
the judges were seated on the Catholic Chapel’s pews.
San Quentin resident Ricardo Romero was working as a
tour guide for the first time. He talked about having an
opportunity to meet the judges and to demonstrate some
accountability.

“I want them to know that change is good and possi-
ble,” Romero said. “Accepting what I done and being ac-
countable and being able to identify triggers and causative
factors is always good to show them [judges]. It lets them
see that we are more than just our crimes.”

Turner then invited questions from the judges, whose
field trip was mandatory. One remarked that it was good
for them to get a look at conditions within the prison. Raw
perspectives were provided by their experienced, incarcer-
ated guides.

The judges began to ask a series of questions. “Is there
a reason for stating the names of the victims of your
crimes?” one judge asked after hearing the men relate de-
tails of their crimes.

Veteran tour guide Rafael Bankston responded, “We
state their names to show more accountability of our
crimes. Tour guide Tare Beltranchuc added, “We also do
it to recognize their [victim’s] humanity.”

The tour was guided by Vincent Turner Jr., Tare Bel-
tranchuc, Chase Benoit, Kevin Brinckman, Greg Eskridge,
Gabriel Granado, Michael Pulido, Tommy Wickerd, Louis
Sale, Rafael Bankston, Ricardo Romero, George Yacoub,
Jamal Green, Oscar Acosta, Tim Hicks, Kenny Rogers and

Lt. G. Berry / Public Inform 1 on Officer

A DAY OF HEALING

San Quentin News hosts violence prevention symposium

By Bostyon Johnson
Staff Writer
an Quentin held its first violence prevention symposium, the Day of Healing, in the Garden Chapel on
Nov. 4. An intimate offender/victim dialog ensued between currently and formerly incarcerated individu-
als and survivors of violent crimes. The Mend Collaborative, an organization rooted in a restorative jus-
tice perspective, co-hosted the gathering. The objective was to discuss victim impact, victim awareness, and a
long-term strategy to promoting public safety.

Trino Jimenez, a crime survivor, stood in the middle of a heal-
ing circle and spoke passionately about his oldest brother, who
was murdered by a Black man in 1986.

“I found myself wanting to hold an entire community respon-
sible for the actions of one man,” said Jimenez. “For me it was
facing [the] reality that my brother was gone. It didn’t break my
heart, it shattered my life.”

The entire room was silent as Jimenez described his brother Ju-
lio. The murder was so brutal that the funeral was closed-casket.

“So many lives were damaged from this action. How many
birthdays and Christmases were missed?”” Jimenez asked. He has

people who commit crimes, and “do whatever is needed for the
healing process.”

Jimenez visits juvenile hall facilities to speak to youth who
have committed murders, seeking to change the trajectory of their
lives.

“I have received so much healing in this process of visiting this
space and you guys,” Jimenez said.

The Office of Restorative Justice Archdiocese, Young Wom-
en’s Freedom Center, and CDCR’s Office of Victim Services
also attended the event. Miguel Quezada and Rebecca Weiker,
co-founders of The Mend Collaborative, spoke about the impor-

vowed to channel his grief into making change in the lives of

See JUDGES on page 4

See HEALING on page 4
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December 31 marked the last day of a year and the
last day of an era. Captain Samuel Robinson walked "
out of San Quentin State Prison to end his 26-year ca-
reer with the California Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation. Robinson went from walking the tiers
of Death Row to managing one of the most innovative
programs that ever existed inside a prison. His well-de-
served retirement sends him to family in Houston.

Gov. Gavin Newsom called Robinson a “problem
solver” who “saw an opportunity and used it to help
build out a full-fledged media center that promotes re-
habilitation, reentry, accountability, and of course, pos-
itive human transformation.”

Vincent O’Bannon / SQNews

Captian Samuel Robinson stopped by the San Quentin Media Center
in his fully pressed uniform and signature smile

See RETIREMENT on page 12-13
.|

California offender
records to be sealed
under new law

By Henry Ortiz
Reprinted by permission from
Marin Independent Journal

If the goal is to make California safer, the state took
a major step in the right direction last month after Gov.
Gavin Newsom signed groundbreaking legislation that
gives people who have been arrested or convicted of a
crime a genuine chance to turn their lives around.

Having spent 18 years living inside our state’s prison
facilities, I know from personal experience how much this
will help.

Authored by Democratic state Sen. Maria Elena Durazo
of Los Angeles, Senate Bill 731 allows almost all old con-
victions to be permanently sealed once a person has fully
completed their sentence and gone four additional years
with no further contact with the justice system.

The law creates the most comprehensive sealing system
in the nation, and ensures an old conviction or arrest re-
cord does not permanently prevent someone from achiev-
ing their goal of a second chance. For the first time, Cal-

See SB 731 on page 4
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CHANGING OF THE GUARD

Retiring education officer leaves legacy of compassion, professionalism

By Marcus Henderson
Editor in Chief

After more than 10 years,
San Quentin’s education front
desk is getting a change of
personnel. Correctional Of-
ficer E. Sanford retired from
his long-held post. Sanford
worked within CDCR for
more than 20 years, most of
them at San Quentin, includ-
ing on Death Row.

Sanford was always of ser-
vice to both the incarcerated
and his colleagues. His strong,
humble, and professional spir-
it consistently shined through
with every interaction. He
was instrumental in helping
prisoners navigate their ed-
ucational and rehabilitative
needs.

“My first day here at San
Quentin, I met CO Sanford
at the Education Annex sit-
ting at the desk. I told him I
was looking for a G.E.D pro-
gram. I been out of school
since 1978, said San Quentin
resident Rodney “Pitt” Bay-
lis. “Sanford said, ‘OG, if a
man your age is brave enough
to say he needs help on my
watch, these are the rules. If
you keep the yard bullsh*t on
the yard I will keep my home
bullsh*t at home. I will make
sure this will be a safe envi-
ronment for you to get the ed-
ucation you deserve.”

Baylis earned his G.E.D
and has since graduated from
Mt. Tam College.

Another Sanford rule was
that everyone was going to
receive respect in the educa-
tion area, be they prisoners,
teachers, volunteers, COs or
other staff.

“We are all human beings
no matter the situation,” said
Sanford, explaining the basis
for this rule.

In 2016, Sanford presented
a guard’s perspective on reha-
bilitation as San Quentin held
its first-ever TEDx event. The
event displayed diverse view-
points from the incarcerated
and from staff.

“My life is on the line every
time I come to work,” Sanford
said at the event.

Those who pass through
the education area will tru-
ly miss Sanford’s presence.
He has helped many people
dressed in prison blues grow
into facilitators who help oth-
er prisoners. He met incarcer-
ated people where they were,
and mentored them to bring
out their best.

“I don’t believe the day of
his retirement has come to

Correctional Officer E.
Sanford’s retirement is a
bittersweet affair, with the

20-year CDCR veteran having
made a huge impact on both
the incarcerated and fellow
officers alike from his post
in the education department

(top photo, and above) with

colleague C.T. Smith.

(right) Sendoff messages by
incarcerated residents whose

lives he has touched.

On his way to the education
gate with incarcerated resident
Vince Turner (below), Sanford
plans to explore the possibility

of creating a transitional
program for parolees.

pass,” said Baylis. “Sanford
stayed the same man [ met 10
years ago. He never pushed
his authority. When he had
something to say he would
pull you to the side and have a
polite conversation with you.

“He never pushed the ‘I'm
the CO and you’re the inmate.’
[That] power dynamic never
showed in him, not once. That
wasn’t in his DNA,” Baylis
added.

Knowing the daily strug-
gles that prison life imposes
on all parties, the incarcerat-
ed people who know Sanford
thank him for treating us like
people no matter our crimes.
We remember your TEDx
talk, where you left this com-
pelling advice:

“Life has revealed to me
that everyone has a chance. |
ask that you extend your hand
and show them the way to jobs
and shelter,” said Sanford,
about helping people reenter
society. “When I retire, hope-
fully, I can set up a transition
home for the incarcerated.”
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Your Voice Matters!

The San Quentin News strives to include our readers’
voices in every issue. We invite prison residents,
staff and volunteers to submit your original articles,
letters to the editor and art for potential publication.
Submissions should be clear, concise (350 words
or less), true and of interest to our incarcerated
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By submitting your content, you consent to these
SQNews policies:
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submitted content.

* Submissions become the property of SQNews
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San Quentin News
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To receive the latest edition of the
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“Forever” stamps to the address above.
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CALPIA General Manager Bill Davidson, CDCR Secretary Kathleen Allison, and Associate Warden Laurene Payne celebrated recent CALPIA
graduates at RJ Donovan. Grads received nationally-recognized certifications and/or state certified apprenticeships upon program completion.

CALPIA GRADS HONORED AT RJ DONOVAN

By Michele Kane
CALPIA Assistant
General Manager,

External Affairs

Rain couldn’t dampen the
spirits at a graduation ceremony
hosted by the California Prison
Industry Authority (CALPIA) at
RJDonovan Correctional Facility
(RID) in early November.

Forty-one graduates received
their nationally recognized job
certifications and/or state-certi-
fied apprenticeships.

CDCR Secretary and Prison
Industry Board Chair Kathleen
Allison spoke at the graduation.

“We believe in second chanc-
es, and this is your second
chance,” said Secretary Allison.
“You are breaking that cycle of
incarceration for generations to
come. We applaud you for your
accomplishments.”

‘Hard work, commitment
and dedication’
Family and staff cheered on

the graduates. CALPIA’s Gen-
eral Manager Bill Davidson also
shared words of encouragement.
“Today is the culmination of
a lot of hard work, commitment,
and dedication on your part,”
said General Manager Davidson.
“Thank you for taking the
initiative and signing up
for our programs and
being that example
of good when you
return home.”
Associate
Warden Lau-
rene Payne also

“Thank you
for taking the
initiative... and
being that example of CALPIA at Cal-
good when you return

recidivism and enhance prison
and public safety by providing
incarcerated individuals with job
training opportunities for suc-
cessful re-entry.

CALPIA success stories
Kenyatta Kalisana re-
turned to his commu-
nity in 2008, becom-
ing a successful
commercial
diver thanks to

ifornia Institu-
tion for Men. He

recognized the home. started working
graduates for a as a certified
job well-done. —Bill Davidson welder and com-

“We here at RJ CALPIA mercial diver in
Donovan are hon- California and then
ored to see you grad- General Mgr. the Gulf of Mexico.

uate and wish you all

the best,” said Associate
Warden Payne. “As I have heard
before, today’s incarcerated is
tomorrow’s neighbor and we be-
lieve in that.”

CALPIA programs reduce

Kalisana is now back in

prison as the lead commer-

cial dive instructor for CALPIA.
“Add more tools to your tool-
box and continue to better your-
selves and your employability,”
said Kalisana. “Not only did

CALPIA teach me a profession,
they also showed me a forgiving
nature and trust in the programs
they stand behind.”

Participants graduated from
various job training programs,
including CALPIA’s Healthcare
Facilities Maintenance (HFM)
program. The program teaches
participants how to clean at a
hospital-level. Graduates work in
hospitals, dental offices, and own
their own cleaning businesses.

A former graduate who was
incarcerated spoke about his
success from the HFM program.
Timothy Jackson is the CEO of
Quality Touch Cleaning Sys-
tems in the San Diego area. He
and his staff clean bio-tech com-
panies, legal firms, and other
businesses.

“The HFM program and
CALPIA helped me to get where
I am today. My hope is to em-
power your perspective for your
future,” said Jackson. “Embrace
post incarceration and be the best
you as you move forward in life.”

DREAMING BIG

Bob Goff’s Love Does program
awards scholarships to four
San Quentin residents

By Bostyon Johnson
Staff Writer

Four San Quentin residents re-
ceived college scholarships from
the Love Does Prison Education
Scholarship Program, ranging
from $8,000 to $12,000, after
attending the Dream Big work-
shop.

The mission of Love Does is
to remove the financial burden
that hinders incarcerated peo-
ple from pursuing a bachelor’s
or master’s degree. Love Does
“provides scholarships to deserv-
ing inmates seeking to pursue an
undergraduate or postgraduate
degree,” according to the Dream
Big workshop application.

“The financial burden has
been killing my family. The
scholarship has taken a load off
my family, which is liberating,”
said Raul Higgins.

The challenge of adding some-
thing like college into your daily
routine can be difficult. “Now it
is all about managing my time
and it’s daunting and scary, but
for so long we go through our
day doing the same thing,” said
Ryan Pagan. He described how
he deals with adding college to a
routine that is similar to the mov-
ie Groundhog Day.

“Messing up doesn’t mean
you are a mess up. It means
you're a dreamer who’s willing
to take some risks, get a few
scrapes, clear away ashes, and
build some new foundation,”

said Bob Goff, who is a New
York Times best-selling author,
a motivational speaker and the
founder of Love Does. This
was the organization’s first year
granting scholarships to the in-
carcerated population, noted on
the website.

The scholarships pay for the
tuition and books for one year of
schooling with Adam State Uni-
versity and Ohio State Universi-
ty.
Reginald Thorpe, a scholar-
ship recipient, said that during
the pandemic, he “wanted some-
thing to do. In order to keep busy,
I relied on education and pro-
grams. I believe it’s the best way
to prevent violence anywhere.”

Love Does encourages incar-
cerated people at San Quentin
and represents a resource for suc-
cessful integration back into the
community.

Earning a high school diplo-
ma or a GED is an achievement
that Brian Asey described as the
“greatest feeling when I grad-
uated,” which he did during the
height of the pandemic through
correspondence.

“I cried because it was unex-
pected. I wanted to finish school
because I learned that college
was not hard,” said Asey, who
has taken a liking to Adam State
University and has registered to
attend in the near future.

Having the opportunity to fin-
ish college is a big goal that the
men spoke about. “I will take full

Tony Singh / SQNews

Bob Goff’'s team with scholarship recipients

advantage of this opportunity,”
said Asey.

The Dream Big workshop ex-
perience, which included 35 res-
idents, “was inspirational... You
got to meet successful people and
hear them share their stories and
have them listen to ours,” said
Pagan.

When there are modified pro-
grams or quarantines in the hous-
ing units, it is “easier to focus,”
said Pagan, who thought it was
going to be a lot harder than it
actually was to complete school
assignments.

Pagan earned his associate’s
degree when he was at High Des-
ert State Prison in 2020. He said
he “never knew I was going to
have the money to attend higher
education.”

“I utilized my past experienc-
es while coming up with career
ideas to better serve the com-
munity inside and outside of the
walls,” said Higgins.

Thorpe talked about his expe-
rience of applying to Ohio Uni-

versity prior to the Dream Big
workshop. When he received the
registration package and saw the
cost, he became discouraged.
Thanks to Dream Big, he will
attend Adam State without that
burden. “They came at the right
time. My family is happy and
wants to see what I am going to
do next”.

Higgins received his associate
degree in 2010 through corre-
spondence with Coastline Col-
lege while he was incarcerated
in Solano. “I'm so excited that
I’ve done all the self-reflection on
myself and realized how valuable
I am to others who I'm serving,
because I'm at my best when I’'m
serving,” said Higgins.

“I want to thank Love Does
and the organization overall for
allowing me to be the best version
of myself,” said Thorpe. “I want
to thank Warden Broomfield and
the SQ community for creating
the environment for me to thrive,
excel and allowing me to adopt
the programming culture.”
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Continued from page 1

Kevin Sample. All responded
to the judges’ questions.

As the willingness of the
incarcerated men to be candid
became clear, the questions
continued to flow. “How do
you feel about the judge who
sentenced you?” asked an in-
quisitive judge.

Responses from the incar-
cerated men took a variety of
forms: One talked about nev-
er making a connection with
the judge presiding over his
case; one mentioned a judge
who seemed not to care; an-
other expressed not being
able to understand what was
happening in his trial.

Jamal Green said that he
felt like the judge who presid-
ed over his case actually was
on his side and was fair.

Romero said he missed the
opportunity to be more men-
tally present in the courtroom
at the time of his trial.

“I didn’t trust him [the pre-

Judges, lawyers get new perpective
on prisons during San Quentin visit

siding judge] at the time but, I
wish I could have opened up
a lot more at that time,” said
Romero. He has been incar-
cerated for 21 years.

Among the incarcerat-
ed men guiding the tour the
collective amount of time
amounted to more than 500
years, including multiple life
sentences.

Some of the judges ap-
peared surprised by the sum
of the sentences among their
guides. Some shook their
heads in disbelief and a flur-
ry of hands were raised with
more eager questions.

“What can we do to redi-
rect people from prison who
come before us?” asked a
judge. “What programs help
the most for you guys?” asked
another. “Has anyone had
contact with their victim’s
family?” The questions kept
coming and the incarcerat-
ed men continued to answer

them.

Then a judge asked a ques-
tion at the root of the cycle of
crime; “What can we do for
youth that are going through
the system?”

“Try to understand that
when you deal with juve-
niles, you have to consider
their causative factors and get
some insight to their choic-
es,” responded tour member
Mike Pulito.

Other topics discussed in-
cluded the following: What
role did substance abuse play
in your crimes? Were your
parents an issue? What about
child welfare and foster care?
What were your experiences
in court? What is life like on
level-four yards and what’s
the difference between that
and level-two yards? How
do you stay away from neg-
ativity while in prison? What
could we do to stop crimes
from happening?

One judge asked a ques-
tion that caught some of the
men off guard, “What would
you tell your younger self?”
“I would tell myself to have
hope,” said Bankston.

The team of incarcerated
guides received a standing
ovation upon conclusion of
the question/answer session.

The judges toured the pris-
on’s historical sites, such as
the dungeon, the prison hos-
pital and Death Row. Some of
their perspectives may have
been changed.

One judge said that she did
not want to come at first be-
cause she did not want to see
people of African American
descent gawked at like caged
animals on display or some
laboratory experiment. But
she was glad that she came.

Upon leaving, some of the
judges expressed empathy
and compassion for the incar-
cerated.

Continued from page 1

Above: Laverne Taylor is
a crime survivor and former LWOP lifer
who shared her journey of victimization

and incarceration.

Right: Incarcerated participants and
volunteers created notes and images of
what needs to be healed in their hearts.

tance of the Day of Healing.

“Those who have done harm
have the skillset to serve sur-
vivors in the healing process,”
said Quezada, who is former-
ly incarcerated. “We support
people where they are at.”

Quezada served 25 years on
a 40-year-to-life sentence, the
last five at San Quentin. His
sentence was commuted by
former Gov. Jerry Brown.

Quezada facilitates meet-
ings between incarcerated
individuals and survivors of
crime and their families. His
focus is on creating a restor-
ative healing process.

Laverne Taylor is both a
survivor of crime and a for-
merly incarcerated woman
who at one time was serving a
life sentence without the pos-
sibility of parole. She shared
her journey of victimization
and incarceration.

SO News, Mend Collaborative co-host
prison’s first victim/offender dialogue

“Everything affected my
soul walking in here,” said
Taylor as she scanned the cir-
cle of prisoners and guests.
“The jackets you wear, I print-
ed CDCR on them.”

Taylor is a victim of abuse,
and said that those experi-
ences made her “want to go
harder, not to be a victim,” as
a woman in gang life.

“Being a victim never goes
away ... it’s easy to do what
we know,” Taylor said. “My
healing journey started right
here ... in these circles. Once
we get to know ourselves in
the healing process, it does not
matter where we are. It’s dif-
ficult but we do it every day.”

Trino Jimenez spoke to the
incarcerated population about
what he wants to see from
those who are working toward
being released from prison.

“[I want to] receive a vow

Photos by Lt. G. Berry / Public Information Officer

from you; that you will never
enter into that space [and] to
never harm anyone else...,”
Jimenez said. “You have to
own, be transparent, acknowl-
edge and take responsibility
for the things that you have
done.”

Taylor added, “Hurt people
hurt people, and healed people
heal people. Prepare your-
self for the apology that you
may not ever get. When I got
through the shame and fear of
what I did, I was able to heal.”

After a short break, ev-
eryone gathered in smaller
groups to discuss past hurts
and traumas while also re-
ceiving support. Following
the discussion, everyone was
instructed to draw or write on
the following prompt: “What
in your heart needs to be
healed?”

“Be gentle and careful

with yourself,” said Rebecca.
“Today might be a day where
you are the positive ripple to
another person. It’s about re-
sponding to all the needs of
the people.”

Later the groups recon-
vened in the large circle, and
Taylor asked everyone to
“stomp your feet, clap your
hands and snap your fingers.”
She passed in front of each
person, signaling when to
switch to the next act. When
the activity stopped, the room
was silent. Taylor said the ac-
tivity demonstrated that after
the storm comes the calm.

“Hope is in us. But it’s not
the hope for freedom, [it’s] the
hope to heal and help others,”
said Taylor.

—Marcus Henderson, Juan
Haines, Anthony Caravalho
and Richard Fernandez
contributed to this story.

SB 731

Continued from page 1

Governor signs bill to
allow permanent sealing
of old convictions

ifornians with a record will no longer be restricted from getting
good-paying jobs, living in stable housing, or contributing the
full measure of our talents to supporting our families and com-
munities—instead of being steered back into the streets.

Nearly 8 million people in California — 1 in 5 residents —
have a criminal record. That’s 8 million Californians that many
employers would not hire once they perform a background
check. That’s 8 million human beings who struggle to secure
housing because landlords will not rent to them. That’s 8 million
people who could be denied normal parental opportunities, such
as a chance to volunteer at their children’s school or coach their
child’s little league team — because of an old conviction.

And because so many people living with records have fami-
lies, their partners and children — through no fault of their own
— are also denied access to these basic necessities.

As a troubled teenager who grew up in Stockton and Los An-
geles, I made some bad choices. Looking back, a lot of those
choices stemmed from a fundamental desire to survive in a brutal
environment, where I was pinned between poverty and neglect
on one side and the so-called war on drugs on the other.

But now, decades later, experience and wisdom have changed
me. I am not the same man. In prison, I created a nonprofit or-
ganization that worked to address the trauma afflicting so many
who come into — and out of — our state’s justice system. Since
my release, I have dedicated my life to addressing community
trauma in my adopted hometown of Sacramento.

Nevertheless, I am still not free. When I applied for jobs for
which I was clearly qualified, I was rejected because of my re-
cord. When I’ve tried to find housing, I have been denied be-
cause of my record. Even though I completed my sentence, was
released from parole, and had no contact with the system, my
record still haunts me.

Yes, there are horrible crimes that require accountability. But
most of the people I met in prison were driven there by a will
to survive in a hostile world. Sadly, the brutal, dehumanizing
experience of incarceration does little to improve things — and
sometimes makes them worse. Exiting the system with a record
leads to the kind of desperation that pushes too many people to
repeat the choices that got them imprisoned in the first place.

If we are serious about protecting the safety of people in
California, we must continue to focus more of our energy and
resources on prevention and healing, rather than incarceration.
Increased access to public health supports, such as mental health
services and substance use treatment — along with safe and sta-
ble housing and opportunities for employment and education —
will generate far better results.

Until then, California can be proud about once again leading
the nation by extending opportunities to the millions of people
who have already paid their debt to society and want nothing
more than the chance to help establish safety and well-being in
our communities.

Henry Ortiz is a senior staff community organizer for Legal
Services for Prisoners with Children and the Northern California
chapter coordinator for TimeDone, a national network of
more than 80,000 people with old records. Distributed by
CalMatters.org.

AROUND THE WORLD




JANUARY 2023

SanQuentinNews.com

SAN QUENTIN NEWS

PAGE 5

PROFILE

Q&A with financial literacy adviser Joaquin Wallace

By Marcus Henderson
Editor in Chief

Financial literacy is vital
to the success of incarcerat-
ed people returning to soci-
ety. Dr. Joaquin Wallace, a
licensed financial advisor,
has provided assistance via
in-depth workshops for San
Quentin’s Project LA/The
Bay T.R.U.S.T reentry pro-
gram. Dr. Wallace sits downs
with SQNews:

SQN: Please tell us a little
bit about your background as
a Financial Advisor.

JW: I have been a licensed
Financial Advisor for Pru-
dential since 2017, and I have
been in the financial planning
and advising space since 2014,
starting with Penn Mutual as
a licensed insurance agent.

SQN: Why is financial lit-
eracy necessary for incarcer-
ated people reentering soci-
ety?

JW: First and foremost,
it’s essential that financial
literacy is identified as a re-
quired knowledge base, that
everyone must have a fun-
damental understanding of
the compulsory components,
i.e., increasing credit scores,
reducing debt, increasing
savings. Yet, there are many
other components of finan-
cial literacy, including but
not limited to budgeting and
understanding the role of fi-
nancial institutions prompting
one to become banked versus
unbanked.

SQN: What were some of
the topics you touched on in

the workshops?

JW: We discussed during
our workshops — for the
most part, for those who find
themselves incarcerated, I
would suspect that many of
their decisions had a direct
correlation to the inability to
meet their innate needs, such
as food, water, shelter and
safety, e.g., Maslow’s Five
Hierarchies, which was intro-
duced and discussed during
the workshops. With that
said, when the opportunity to
re-enter becomes available, fi-
nancial literacy coupled with
navigating through Maslow’s
Five Hierarchies of needs can
profoundly affect their ability
to negotiate the many chal-
lenges connected with re-en-
tering into society.

SQN: How do you see fi-
nancial literacy in the scheme
of criminal justice reform?

JW:  Financial literacy
should be a curriculum facil-
itated and taught within cor-
rectional facilities. Without
the proper knowledge, you are
creating a perpetual cycle that
continues to permeate inside
the low- to moderate-income
communities, which are sta-
tistically dominated by mem-
bers of the Black and Brown
communities. Therefore, the
inability to understand the
fundamental components of
financial literacy continues to
be a focal point for those iden-
tified above.

SQN: What do you mean
by that?

JW: Consider that our first
introduction to financial lit-

Courtesy of Dr. Joaquin Wallace

Dr. Joaquin Wallace promotes financial literacy among
incarcerated to help battle poverty,
economic exclusion and recidivism.

eracy can be branded as your
intrinsic environment, which
ultimately shaped you and
your beliefs; consider this
your money script and ideas,
which are unconscious atti-
tudes regarding money, often
a result of the emotional at-
tachments you have experi-

enced during your childhood.
For that reason, your money
script and ideas have impact-
ed your decision-making and
education in financial literacy.

SQN: From where do most
people learn their financial
management?

JW: In this case, your par-

ents, siblings, grandparents or
self-proclaimed community
financial aficionados and your
guardians  responsible  for
your welfare took on the ob-
ligation as your personalized
money manager. Therefore,
your financial education has
been generational-willed and
passed to you unbeknownst,
creating a perpetual cycle. For
that reason, formal training
while instructing from a Ser-
vant Leadership perspective
can be beneficial, sustainable
and long-lasting.

SQN: What do you say to
people who don’t think incar-
cerated people should have
your program?

JW: Those who consider
that educating and providing
financial literacy is not an es-
sential antidote to eliminating
poverty and economic exclu-
sion are a part of the ongoing
issues that continue to perme-
ate, which linger and exacer-
bate, thereby increasing crime
and entry into correctional
institutions.

Eliminating financial liter-
acy is a fragment of a more
significant societal problem
that targets the Black and
Brown communities to work
towards eradicating poverty
and creating financial inclu-
sion.

SQN: What did you take
away from your workshops
working with Project LA/The
Bay?

JW: Before participating in
the workshops, I didn’t know
what to expect. I have never
been incarcerated and never

had any inclination to go to
San Quentin. However, [ was
encouraged by the level of
engagement from those who
attended, as their excitement
suggested that the message
delivered was well received. I
felt that if I could impact one
person, I would be successful
in meeting each where they
are currently with the hopes
that they can retrieve the mes-
sages discussed when they
re-enter society.

SQN: What message do
you want the incarcerated to
take from understanding the
power of financial literacy?

JW: Continue to learn and
educate, and each one teaches
one. Deliver the message and
look to stay on track to reach
financial well-being.

SQN: Any future goals you
are working on?

JW: Currently, I am work-
ing on a book, podcast and
several other projects pro-
moting my financial model
that will allow individuals
to successfully identify, ed-
ucate and develop tangible
and realistic expectations and
solutions to meet individuals’
financial well-being.

SQN: Do you have any
added words of inspiration
you want the readers to know
or remember?

JW: The more you know,
the better positioned you will
be. Continue to read and ed-
ucate yourself and remember
your C-D-C when you re-en-
ter. You have a Choice, and
your Decision has a Conse-
quence.

EVENT

BOOK GIVEAWAY

Local nonprofit sends books to
prisoners’ kids for Christmas

By Jerry Maleek Gearin
Staff Writer

San Quentin’s library held a
holiday book fair event Dec. 2,
where incarcerated men were
given a chance to mail books
to their families free of charge.

Friends of The San Quentin
Library, a non-profit organiza-
tion that supports the prison’s
library, sponsored the event.

The group also supports
a wish list, taking specific
requests from residents and
finding books that are not
available in the library. In ad-
dition the Friends help bring
library technology into the
21st century by making lap-
tops and printers available to
the incarcerated.

A San Quentin resident had
a vision to help incarcerated
men be a part of their chil-
dren’s lives by sending books
to them.

“We should look out for the
parents of incarcerated chil-
dren by getting books to their
household. And at the same
time, we can learn from this
event so we can make it better
next time,” said Kai Bannon,
an incarcerated library worker
whose idea became reality.

At 10 a.m., 18-20 men en-
tered the library and began
circling the tables in search
of books to send to their chil-
dren, grandchildren, and niec-
es and nephews.

Due to the limited number
of available books, each resi-
dent was allowed to send out
three books.

“The fact that the books and
postage was free to us, when
we did not have money to
send them to our families—I
will remember this,” said San

Quentin resident Ralph Flynn.
The titles of the books for
adolescents and pre-teens
ranged from Dr. Seuss, Tales
of a Tadpole, to African Icons,
and Science. There was also
a selection of books for tod-
dlers, as well as young Span-
ish-language readers.

Smiles and joy could be
seen on the faces of the men
attending the event, especial-
ly recent arrivals to the prison
who have not had the experi-
ence of San Quentin events.

“Honestly it is very uplift-
ing. I did not think I would see
this type of turn out,” said res-
ident Chad Miller.

The incarcerated were en-
thused about the opportuni-
ty to have an impact on their
loved one’s lives.

“I want to send some books
to my nephew; he lost his fa-
ther and has been acting out,
so | want to instill some posi-
tive encouragement,” said Da-
rin Williams, an incarcerated
library worker. “Books can be
a getaway to find solutions,”
he added.

“When I was at Pelican Bay
prison, I encountered two gen-
tlemen that could not read. I
spent one hour a day with each
of them, just like I taught my
children to read,” said Palmer,
a resident library worker.

Looking at the big picture,
the prison’s librarians showed
support for the event, which
attracted more people into the
library.

“I see the value of this event
if parents are not able to be
there with their children,” said
Gabriel Loiederman, senior
librarian.

The event lasted for two
hours and the majority of the

HELD BY FRIENDS OF SQ LIBRARY

Ten Peopiy

Wne Shaped Histon

I AM NOT YOUR
PERFECT
MEXICAN -

DAUGHTER

Above: Books donated from
Amazon and Copperfield
Books were available in a
variety of topics and age
groups. Right: SQ residents
select books to send to the
children in their lives.

books were chosen. The li-
brary patrons also sent mes-
sages of encouragement on
greeting cards provided by the
Sponsors.

“Amazon and Copperfield
Books donated the books that
were made available to the
incarcerated. More books in
Spanish will be made avail-
able next year,” said Kristi
Kenny, a supporter of the
event and former bookstore
manager.

sk : “

Photos by Vincent O’'Bannon / SQNews
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CGA: San Quentin chapter returns after long pause

By Edwin E. Chavez
Spanish Journalism
Guild Chairman

After a long absence due
to COVID-19, San Quentin’s
Criminal Gangs Anonymous
(CGA) rehabilitative group is
back in action.

San Quentin’s CGA began
meeting in 2011. Its purpose
is to help incarcerated peo-
ple who are recovering from
a gang or criminal lifestyle.
They come together to ad-
dress their lifestyle addictions
and to pursue meaningful
change.

Participants work through
a 12-step program in open
forums. Step three reads,
“We made a decision to let
go of destructive self-will in
exchange for spiritual prin-
ciples, becoming willing to
seek God’s care and protec-
tion, as we understood God.”

The program promotes ac-
countability for the actions of
its participants, and an under-
standing of destructive behav-
iors and belief systems that
led to a life of crime. Partic-
ipants focus on the impact of
crime on victims, on victims’
families and the ripple effect
on the wider community.

Corey Willis, chair of the
program, once paroled from
a life sentence and subse-
quently returned to prison
on a parole violation, along
with additional charges. He
stresses how important it is to
surrender all of one’s criminal
belief systems. “Holding onto
distorted beliefs, old identities
and sometimes old associates,
can trigger old behaviors that
will put you back into the cy-
cle of addiction.”

Willis particularly appre-
ciates step 10 of the program,
which encourages a daily re-
flection and a review of the

earlier steps to ensure contin-

ued progress. It emphasizes

having the courage to pursue
real change, and effectively
express one’s emotions.

“Being honest with my-
self, [being] open-minded and
willing to expose all my char-
acter defects, [is] a must for
my authentic self to flourish,”
said Willis.

Michael Sperling, anoth-
er CGA participant, says he
has benefited from step sev-
en, which encourages par-
ticipants to process negative
thoughts when they arrive by
replacing them with positive
thoughts, so that positive be-
haviors can follow.

“CGA means to me ending
that criminal gang thinking
and lifestyle,” said participant
Sperling. “I am learning the
12 steps and I am applying
them into my life.”

The program gives the
participants an opportuni-
ty to examine the addictive
behaviors that led to illegal
activities, regardless of so-
cial backgrounds. It identifies
three phases in the cycle of
addiction.

e The Obsession: The irre-
sistible and persistent idea,
desire, or emotion to do
something until, we con-
vince ourselves to act.

e Compulsion: To act on the
persistent idea, desire or
emotion, repeating the act
over and over again, and
justifying the action with
the continuing force of on-
going obsession.

e Progression: The longer
we repeat the act the more
the cycle spins out of con-
trol and gets worse.

One facilitator reflected on
his own cycle of addictive be-
haviors. He shared his memo-
ries of finding the acceptance
of his peers in his early teen

Photo by Vincent O’Bannon / SQNews

San Quentin CGA participants engaged in broad discussions about their recovery from gang and criminal lifestyles.

years while trying to find him-
self. From an early age, he felt
that he did not belong at home.
With his peers, he found ac-
ceptance but not comfort. He
reflected on how this lifestyle
led to taking another person’s
life and wasting his own be-
hind bars.

San Quentin offers the as-
sistance of a sign language in-

terpreter to CGA participants
who cannot hear or speak, so
that everyone has the oppor-
tunity to explore their crim-
inal thinking. “I feel blessed
to have the ability to be in
the program through the as-
sistance of an interpreter. We
understand more about our
choices or decisions,” said
deaf SQ resident Erain Val-
larta.

SQNews interviewed hear-
ing-impaired SQ resident
Matthew Hamm with the as-
sistance of a sign language
interpreter. When asked what
he would tell another member
of the hearing-impaired com-
munity about his experience
in the program, Hamm said,
“CGA helps with criminal
thinking and how to rehabil-

itate; it also helps us ... im-
prove ourselves upon release.”

The San Quentin group
works closely with other
chapters of CGA throughout
the state, as well as other be-
havioral modification groups
that focus on gang awareness,
disassociation, and preven-
tion; using the 12-step pro-
cess in an open forum setting
to achieve recovery; helping
those with lifestyle addictions
to criminality desist from
crime; and other recovery
paradigms.

CGA empowers each par-
ticipant to make a conscious
choice to change their attitude
and transform their thinking
so that they can smoothly
transition back into society.
Participants make themselves

vulnerable while sharing their
stories. They work through
their traumas and examine
distorted beliefs systems. By
denouncing their past crimi-
nal belief systems, they vow
never to hurt another human
being.

“I come to SQ to work with
CGA because | see change
and men can change their
criminal thinking when given
the right tools,” Said Marcy
Ginsburg, who has volun-
teered with CGA for the past
six years. “It gives me an im-
mense amount of pride that
I can play even a small role
in someone changing for the
better or learning something
about themselves. I am hon-
ored to be a part of something
that helps so many.”

By Anthony Manuel
Caravalho
Staff Writer

The lobby of San Quentin’s
Garden Chapel was filled with
Shakespearean costumes. The
actors were from San Quen-
tin’s Shakespeare program
and the Marin Shakespeare
Company.

“This is therapy, this is hu-
manity — in prison, people,
we wear masks. In this pro-
gram, | take it off and exercise
hidden talents I didn’t know [
have,” said incarcerated actor
Derry Brown.

On October 21, 2022, the
actors performed an adapta-
tion of Shakespeare’s “Rich-
ard III,” a famous play about
the King of England who
struggled and fought to keep
his crown away from his ad-
versaries.

San Quentin resident Steve
Drowns played Richard [II —a
towering role that has the third-
most lines of any of Shake-
speare’s many characters.

“King Richard was Steve
Drowns and Steve Drowns
was King Richard. I had to re-
view my old criminal self and
in doing so, I saw how much I
have changed,” he said.

Marin Shakespeare’s
Company Executive Direc-
tor Suraya Keating said the
“performance is reason to cel-
ebrate the spirit of resiliency
because the human journey is
not easy. But you have grown
stronger.”

Keating returned to San
Quentin with Bob and Lesley
Currier, who are the outside
originators of San Quentin
Shakespeare, along with 32
volunteers and outside guests
who attended.

Bob Currier said, “It’s in-
credible to be in a show with
the men-in-blue.”

Marin Shakespeare pays tribute to ‘the
Bard’ with production of Richard 111

San Quentin actor Kun-
ta Rigmaden, who played
King Richard’s ally Hastings,
said, “I learned my lines on
Thursday for the first time. I
procrastinated, but I won’t let
anybody down. This is a fam-
ily.”

Attendees watching a San
Quentin  Shakespeare pro-
gram quickly saw the reha-
bilitative benefits of the pro-
gram. A local high school
teacher who came in for the
first time said, “Meeting the
men gives me sadness, when
I see how long they have been
here and how much time they
have to do, because they have
so much to offer humanity.”

“Richard III” tells the story
of a leader struggling with his
humanity and character flaws
that control his state of mind
and actions. Drowns said he
could relate to King Richard’s
fragilities.

“The program allowed me
to take off my mask to find the
true Steve,” said Drown.

The incarcerated actors
gained insight and developed
camaraderie. They shared
their experiences with the au-
dience after the play.

“As a LBGTQ person in
prison, I was never accepted,
not even by my family,” said
a tearful Adriel Ramirez who
played King Richard’s wife,
Lady Anne. She said that
through personal develop-
ment, she can now feel con-
fident while interacting with
others.

“These incarcerated actors
should be out helping the next

r
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San Quentin residents Steve Drowns as King Richard Il and Adriel Ramirez as King Richard’s wife,
Lady Anne, during their Shakespearean performance.

generation to stop intergen-
erational violence; they have
weathered through so many
obstacles,” said Alejandra
Wahl, assistant director to
Keating.

“I’ve been locked up since [
was 16. I turned 28 this year.
My character, Lord Hast-
ings, had full integrity, which
teaches me what I try to carry
every day,” said Kunta Rig-
maden.

Ryan Manetta talked about
how substance abuse led him

to prison. “This program al-
lowed me to come out of my
shell without abusing any sub-
stances,” he said.

Other incarcerated actors
said acting in a Shakespeare
production inspired them and
transformed them.

“I thought I was supposed
to watch; now I'm perform-
ing,” said Darwin “Talls”
Billingsley, now a veteran
actor. “I'm shy; I was fright-
ened to be on stage as a par-
ticipant. Now it’s like part of

an addiction. People laughed
at me when I started readings,
but Janice and Kate taught me
memorization, etc. and the
veteran [actors] embraced me
too. Being a part of something
for real makes me feel free!”
Despite the program’s suc-
cess, San Quentin is at risk
of losing its long-running
Shakespeare program due to
lack of funds. Lesley Currier
addressed this issue after the
production of “Richard IIL”
telling attendees that the Cali-

fornia Arts Program is termi-
nating funding for San Quen-
tin Shakespeare. She noted
that the program started at
San Quentin in 2003 and has
since grown to offer theater at
14 prisons.

“Do not worry, this pro-
gram will not end,” said assis-
tant director Alejandra Wahl.
“It will get funded.”

Wahl said that the outside
guests in attendance and the
vibrant community commit-
ted to rehabilitation in Marin
County would help raise the
money needed.

Currier estimated the San
Quentin  Shakespeare pro-
gram costs somewhere be-
tween $50,000 and $100,000
a year to cover all expenses.
According to the Curriers,
during an uninterrupted,
quarantine-free year, San
Quentin Shakespeare and the
Marin Shakespearean group
collaborate on five plays.

“It’s a sanctuary to be with
people who promote positivi-
ty in a negative environment,”
said Braydon “Ten” Tennison,
who played young Prince
Richmond.

Since 2003, the Marin
Shakespeare Company has
worked at 14 California pris-
ons and with system-impact-
ed youth. They also sponsor
the Returned Citizens The-
atre Troupe, a group of actors
who have survived incarcer-
ation to tell stories of impor-
tance through theater. You
can see videos of past Shake-
speare for Social Justice
performances on the Marin
Shakespeare Company You-
Tube page. They welcome
donations in support of their
work in social rehabilitation.
Please contact Lesley Currier
at 415-499-4485 or Lesley@
marinshakespeare.org to lend
your support.
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LOCKSTEP VENTURES

Change needed in venture capital hiring practices

By Anthony Manuel
Caravalho
Staff Writer

Companies need to do a bet-
ter job of offering jobs to about
650,000 people freed from
America’s jails and prisons
each year, Blavity News says.

Twenty-seven percent of
those released are left to sur-
vive without employment. This
lack of jobs creates voids in
housing, healthcare and elimi-
nates the possibility of obtain-
ing custody of their children,
authors Marcus Glover and
Michael Franti report.

“And without these things,
staying out of prison is a battle
many will lose,” the June 3 ar-
ticle said.

Glover and Franti are leaders
of the national venture capital
firm known as Lockstep.

The firm insists the incarcer-
ated work pool must become
recognized and more visible
and viable in America.

The op-ed defined
“post-conviction poverty,” as
the “socio-economic fallout of
exclusionary hiring practices.”

Lockstep and its leaders call
the hiring practices, “real and
damaging.”

Glover and Franti cited
communities like the Hunters
Point neighborhood of San
Francisco, which they say have
become impoverished due to
the war on drugs and mass
incarceration. The partners
argue that these are failed pol-
icies that have stripped com-
munities of color from gaining
meaningful employment.

Glover and Franti point to
Terrance Stewart’s take on
why finding employment for
formerly incarcerated popula-
tions is difficult.

Stewart, previously incar-
cerated, works for an employ-
ment advocacy agency called
Time Done. He believes that
identifying a job applicant’s
conviction automatically de-
nies candidates any chance of
being hired in today’s world.

Time Done explores em-
ployment hurdles faced by the
previously convicted. The em-
ployment advocacy group es-
timates that nearly 70 million
Americans have a criminal

Left: Marcus Glover, Co-founder and managing director of Lockstep Ventures.
Right: Michael Franti, activist, musician, humanitarian, and award-winning filmmaker
who also serves as advisor for Lockstep Ventures.

record, with 8 million in Cali-
fornia alone.

Assuming that discrimi-
natory hiring bans remain in
place for the remaining life of
returning citizens, Time Done
estimates that people not hired
due to criminal records cost
the state of California over $20
billion in lost Gross Domestic
Product.

Glover and Franti believe
the national economy can no
longer overlook any qualified
candidate, even the predomi-
nately Black and Brown for-

merly incarcerated, for any rea-
son. “We stand at a moment of
unprecedented labor shortages,
and the private sector no longer
has the luxury of blindly dis-
carding qualified candidates,”
they wrote.

To change discriminatory
hiring practices, Lockstep calls
on all venture capital compa-
nies to mandate a fair-chance
view of hiring. Glover and
Franti’s company is now refer-
ring to the hiring of formerly
incarcerated people as a moral
and corporate responsibility.

Mt. Tam, Stanford mull Three Strikes

By Steve Brooks
Journalism Guild Chair

The  California  Three
Strikes Project at Stanford
Law School and Mount Tamal-
pais College are considering a
class where law students and
incarcerated people sit togeth-
er to learn about criminal jus-
tice reform.

Mike Romano, the direc-
tor of the Three Strikes Proj-
ect and author of Proposition
36, a law designed to reduce
the sentences of nonviolent
third strike offenders, brought
Three Strikes Project deputy
director Susan Champion and
staff attorney Milena Blake to
San Quentin to pilot the idea
during a two-day workshop.

“If you had a magic wand,
what would you do to create
a more just system?” Romano
asked the incarcerated resi-
dents and his 16 law students
in attendance.

Romano has been teaching
at Stanford for more than 15
years. He has been appoint-
ed by Gov. Gavin Newsom to
chair the committee to revise
the penal code. Romano also
recently celebrated the 10-year
anniversary of the passage of
Prop 36.

“I am confident that you
guys have as much to teach our
students as we do,” Romano
said to the group of incarcerat-
ed students in attendance.

Champion, a former profes-
sional actor, started as one of

Romano’s students. She helped
secure the release of a nonvi-
olent three striker under Prop
36, who went on to start his
own successful business.

“I am really interested in
finding ways to help people
succeed,” Champion said. “A
lot of reforms have left you be-
hind and we want to hear from
you. I really want this to be a
two-way street. We really want
to hear your perspective.”

In preparation for the class
discussion, law students and
incarcerated students were
asked to read the same home-
work packet that analyzed
the justice reform movement
in California since realign-
ment—a law that houses some
nonviolent offenders sentenced
to prison in county jails.

Romano discussed the his-
tory of reform in California
beginning with the Plata/Cole-
man decisions that sent the
California Department of Cor-
rections and Rehabilitation’s
medical and mental health ser-
vices into federal receivership.

“After the U.S. Supreme
Court found that CDCR was
violating incarcerated people’s
rights to adequate medical and
mental health care, a series
of laws developed,” Romano
said.

Students began to list that
series of reforms, which start-
ed with realignment, then
Props 36 and 47, and finally
Prop 57.

Staff attorney Milena Blake

helped write the language for
Prop 47, a law that reduced
certain felonies to a misde-
meanor. Romano pointed out
that this law actually led to
more releases than Proposition
36.

“IfThad known Prop 36 was
going to get 70% voter approv-
al, I would have pushed for
more,” Romano said. “I would
have made sure those who had
first-degree  burglary cases
qualified under the law.”

Romano said the reform
movement must now include
both future lawyers and the
incarcerated in order to reach
a place of equity, fairness and
justice.

“Part of what I want you to
take away from this conversa-
tion is that they are at the top
of the legal pyramid and so are
you,” Romano told the incar-
cerated.

Romano also asked students
to think about what reforms
could have the greatest impact
today. He asked students to
consider what category of peo-
ple or groups they believe need
policy changes the most.

Discussions erupted about
violent offenders, youth of-
fenders, the elderly, three strik-
ers, people with long enhance-
ments and the mentally ill.

The group also discussed
whether or not lawmakers
should be more focused on pa-
role board reform.

“Should policymakers be
focused on new reforms or im-

partnership

plementation of reforms that
have already been made?” Ro-
mano asked.

Once the students got com-
fortable working together, the
discussion grew lively and
incarcerated students joined
with law students to strate-
gize about what policies would
make sense. At that point, no-
body seemed to want the class
to end.

At the close of the work-
shop, students spoke excitedly
about the prospect of teaming
up in the future for a class
where both groups could get
credit toward their educational
degrees.

Cheyenne Joshua is one of
Romano’s students. She is cur-
rently assisting a nonviolent
three striker with his case. She
has also interned with the pub-
lic defender’s office. Joshua
said participating in the work-
shop was helpful for her career
goals.

“I think as a law student I
need to hear incarcerated peo-
ple’s opinions about crime and
punishment,” Joshua said. “I
enjoy helping individual cli-
ents, but what I really think I
want to do is work at the pol-
icy level once I'm out of law
school.”

Romano plans to return to
San Quentin with his students
in the spring.

“I really admire Jody and
Amy and I love working with
my students and Mount Tam
students,” Romano said.

Discrimination
persists despite
‘Ban the Box’ laws

By Daniel Chairez
Journalism Guild Writer

Formerly incarcerated peo-
ple are still facing many ob-
stacles finding employment
despite “Ban the Box” laws.

After  serving  almost
20-years of a life sentence,
Oakland native Adam Gar-
cia went home in November
2019 to an unfamiliar world of
technology.

Garcia spoke of the chal-
lenges he faced when applying
for jobs; he entered a world of
LinkedIn and Indeed. Garcia
also found a pattern when
applying to jobs: “I went
through so many different fi-
nal interviews and I noticed
that on face level, everything
was going good,” Garcia told
The OaklandSide. “And then
I noticed when it came time
for a background check, tones
started to change.”

Garcia said that potential
employers’ attitudes shifted
when discussing the back-
ground check; their body
language became different.
Garcia found that on many
occasions hiring managers
would say that they were de-
nying him the job due to lack
of professional experience.
But in reference to his crim-
inal record, Garcia said, “It’s
one of those things where it’s
just like, well, what other rea-
son if not for that?”

The Fair Chance Act, aka
“Ban the Box,” passed in 2018
to prohibit companies which
have five or more employees
from inquiring into prior im-
prisonment history through-
out the hiring process. But
companies have ways to cir-
cumvent the law.

Stacy Villalobos, a Legal
Aide at Work attorney, said
she has uncovered over 150
violations in the month of July
2020 alone, according to the
article. Villalobos’ group was
part of a coalition that brought
to light multiple violations in
Southern California.

According to Villalobos,
violations of the Fair Chance
Act occur throughout the in-
terview process. Some pro-
spective employers were up-
front about it; others had more
subtle methods.

“At the base level, we’re all
people,” said Garcia. “And if
we are all just treated as the
worst thing we ever did in our
life, then that’s always going
to be that scarlet letter. But
we’re more than just one as-
pect of our life.”

Garcia signed up for a job
training course from a com-
pany called Checkr. Daniel
Yanisse and Jonathan Peri-
chon founded the company
in San Francisco in 2014. The
company developed a back-
ground check tool for employ-
ers that also helps level out
the playing field for formerly
incarcerated people.

Through this training pro-
gram Garcia met Kate Leidy.
Her organization, Strively,
focuses on creating what the
article calls a “prison-to-tech
pipeline,” to help formerly
incarcerated people get jobs
in the tech industry. Strively
works with the Center for Em-
ployment Opportunities to get
formerly incarcerated people
into tech sales positions.

“Recidivism and unem-
ployment are married to each
other” said Leidy. “And so if
we don’t get people the op-
portunity to support them-
selves in a meaningful way,
then we’re punishing people
for their entire lives for some-
thing that happened 20 years
ago.”

Recidivism is what Leidy’s
organization hopes to affect
by breaking down some of the
cycles related to incarceration.

The Center for Employ-
ment Opportunities operates
inside San Quentin State
Prison. The program prepares
those waiting for release to
write resumes and prepare for
interviews.

But Garcia, who wasn’t at
San Quentin, couldn’t attend
these workshops. He only met
Leidy as a recently released
parolee.

“What I still love about
Kate is she’s very open, hon-
est, and transparent,” said
Garcia. “She was telling me,
‘We’re going down unchart-
ed territories here, but I don’t
want that to deter you.””

According to Garcia, part
of what the program did
was to help him regain his
self-confidence. It was Gar-
cia’s first time networking on-
line. Strively helped him learn
how to navigate the process,
mentoring Garcia until he was
up to speed.

Garcia said his optimism
remains strong, as does his
hope for a society “where
companies don’t have those
stigmas and stereotypes as-
sociated with formerly incar-
cerated individuals, but really
open their minds up to the
potential and value that Fair
Chance candidates bring.”

Dehumanizing labels adversely affect returning citizens

By Jerry Maleek Gearin
Staff Writer

State lawmakers, an in-
ternational organization and
a non-profit all advocate to
change the negative labeling of
incarcerated people as “felons
and inmates” to less harmful
terms that are not tied to slav-
ery and white supremacy.

“We need to give people
back the wholeness they de-
serve,” said Sheila Stubbs, a
Wisconsin state representative.
She added that it’s important to
give those who are in jail and
former offenders a “sense of
belonging” in the community
by referring to them as people
rather than inmates,”

Dane County, Wisconsin,

Sherift Kalvin Barrett “hopes
the language change will help
humanize incarcerated people
and reduce recidivism,” as re-
ported in The Wisconsin State
Journal, Police Ilin August
2021.

A legacy of dehumaniza-
tion characterizes mass crim-
inalization and incarceration,
according to People First,
non-profit aimed at changing
how incarcerated people are
viewed by the public. Labels
that dehumanize incarcerated
people affect their self-image
and public perception as they
return to society.

Eddie Ellis of the Nu Lead-
ership Policy Group told People
First, “If we cannot persuade
you to refer to us, and think of

us, as people, then all other ef-
forts at reform and change are
seriously compromised.”

Words like “felon” and “in-
mate” diminish support for
formerly incarcerated people,
as well as the opportunities that
could make them safe and free,
according to People First.

BMC International Health
and Human Rights, an advo-
cacy organization aimed at
changing the narrative, says
that stereotyping contributes
to acts of discrimination and
exclusion from social services,
which in turn affects health and
overall well-being.

Language can help change
how the incarcerated view
themselves and how society
views them, says the The Wis-

consin State Journal.

BMC added that incarcerat-
ed people are the community
that they come from and return
to. Formerly incarcerated peo-
ple have a greater need for men-
tal health services than the gen-
eral public. However, stigma as
well as discrimination impacts
access to these services.

BMC advocates respectful
language to reduce harm and
suffering, to foster construc-
tive and humanizing labels,
to engage people and respect
their preferences, cultivating
self-awareness.

“If you mislabel someone it
can be traumatic and abusive,
that’s why I prefer neutral la-
bels,” said Tony Tafoya an in-
carcerated person at SQ.

Zoe Mullery, Watani Stiner
start writing workshop
for returning citizens

By San Quentin
News Staff

Creative writing teacher
Zoe Mullery and former San
Quentin News staffer Watani
Stiner are teaming up to start
a creative writing class. The
class will meet on Thursdays
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the
Canticle Farm community in
Oakland.

The workshop is open to
all formerly incarcerated
writers, but space is limited.
While all formerly incarcer-
ated writers are welcome, the
focus will be on those recent-
ly released. Those writers
will find support and encour-
agement during their reentry
transition through their par-

ticipation in the class.

Zoe has been teaching
creative writing through the
Arts-in-Corrections  Prison
Arts Project, sponsored by
the William James Associa-
tion, since 1997. She has also
been serving as instructor in
the Brothers in Pen creative
writing class at San Quentin
since 1999.

Watani has been a mem-
ber of Brothers in Pen since
2003. He was continuously
involved in the group until
his parole in 2015. His mem-
oir is in the final stages of ed-
iting and will soon be ready
for publication.

For more information,
please contact Zoe at broth-
ersinpen@gmail.com.
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US-MEXICO BORDER

Feds ask for psych testing

of undocumented parents

DOJ seeks verification of mental suffering for
parents separated from children at border

By Rahan Asaan
Journalism Guild Writer

Parents separated from their
children at the U.S.-Mexican
border under President Trump’s
2018 zero-tolerance policy are
suing the U.S. for trauma they
suffered as a result of the sep-
arations. Now the Justice De-
partment is requesting that a
federal judge require psycho-
logical evaluations to verify
their suffering, reported CNN.

Under the zero-tolerance pol-
icy, when adults crossing from
Mexico into the U.S. were ap-
prehended and jailed, children,
some of whom were infants,
were taken.

The American Civil Liber-
ties Union filed a class-action
lawsuit in 2019 on behalf of
several affected families. The
Justice Department walked
away from a settlement with
the families last December and
went back to court.

Justice wants its own ex-
pert to examine the parents
suing, though the department
acknowledges the anxiety,
trauma, and emotional distress
the parents suffered. President
Biden condemned the Trump
Administration for its separa-
tion policy prior to the suits and
referred to it as “outrageous
behavior” warranting financial
compensation. However, the
President gave no specific de-
tails as to the amounts parents
should receive.

“It’s bad enough that the

Biden administration has not
provided a meaningful set-
tlement to the families ... but
now the Biden administration
is using taxpayer dollars to hire
doctors to try and diminish the
harm,” said ACLU attorney Lee
Gelernt.

In what the Justice Depart-
ment refers to as ‘“standard
practice” for allegations of
severe emotional injury, the
psychological exam requested
would consist of a clinical in-
terview and a testing portion
that includes a personality and
emotional function test and a
trauma-specific test.

“That is hardly consistent
with President Biden’s state-
ment that the separations were
criminal and an historic moral
blemish on our nation,” Gelernt
said.

A government watchdog
has found that children who
were removed under Trump’s
“zero tolerance” policy experi-
enced trauma, reported CNN.
A Health and Human Services
inspector general report from
2019 documented details de-
scribing inconsolable crying
children who believed that their
parents had abandoned them.

The Biden administration
has created a reunification task
force to help reunite families
and provide services to those
families. Parents have reunited
with 487 children in the United
States, but the parents of 151
children are still unaccounted
for, said the report.

TEXAS

No immunity for
state corrections in
veteran’s medical
device lawsuit

By Earl Warner
Journalism Guild Writer “Any policy of
categorically denying
SCS replacements
without regard to an
incarcerated person’s
serious medical need
constitutes an Eighth
Amendment deliberate

indifference.”

A state appeals court
has denied immunity of
the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice from a
lawsuit when it refused to
replace a device for Rob-
in Smith, an incarcerated
person who relies on the
device for relief from a
rare and painful condition,
according to Bloomberg
Law.

“Smith, a Marine Corps
veteran, lives with loin
pain hematuria syndrome,
which causes severe abdominal pain, made worse by every-
day activities such as walking,” the Oct. 12 story said. He
was using a spinal cord stimulator to alleviate the pain and
doctors approved a full SCS replacement in 2011, according
to the article.

Smith received a 35-year prison sentence before the re-
placement procedure could take place.

“Smith’s altered legal situation did not alter his unfortu-
nate medical situation,” Judge Kurt D. Englehardt’s opinion
said. “He repeatedly complained of pain to prison doctors
and ‘sought the SCS replacement the VA had prescribed
him before his legal troubles interfered.”

All of Smith’s administrative appeals were denied by the
Texas Department’s staff. They allegedly rebuffed the re-
ferrals Smith received from the VA and instead prescribed
Ibuprofen. He was also given work assignment restrictions
to manage his pain.

The court held that a 2018 decision made by the 5th Cir-
cuit in Delaughter v. Woodall gave the defendants a “rea-
sonable warning that any policy of categorically denying
SCS replacements without regard to an incarcerated per-
son’s serious medical need constitutes an Eighth Amend-

—~Kaurt D. Englehardt
Appellate Court Judge

ment deliberate indifference,” Englehardt said.

ILLINOIS

Sheriff fights recidivism
by reducing costs and fees
charged to incarcerated

The Washtenaw County
Sheriff belives one way to
overcome reincarceration
is through reducing the
debt incurred by detainees

By Bostyon Johnson
Staff Writer

A sheriff in Illinois is work-
ing to reduce the fines and fees
that prisoners are charged in
an effort to prevent recidivism
and reduce the cost of incar-
ceration, a radio report says.

“As we think about how do
we break this cycle of recid-
ivism and the lack of strong
community, you know, one of
the ways for us to help break
the cycle is to not contribute
to the financial debt of folks
by adding on fees associated
with their incarceration,” said
Washtenaw County Sheriff
Jerry Clayton.

Writer Anna Spidel of State-
side Michigan Radio noted
that the goal of incarceration
is to prevent recidivism while
rehabilitating individuals.

The debt carried over by
someone reentering jail or
prison creates a financially
stressful situation for family
members who might become
reluctant to place money on the
incarcerated person’s account,
which prevents the incarcer-
ated person from accessing
goods and services.

In 2019, Washtenaw Coun-
ty created the debt relief fund
in an effort to fight ongoing

financial burdens placed on
families of people who be-
come re-incarcerated. For ex-
ample, the $4.20 it costs for a
15-minute phone call earns the
county $1.75 million dollars a
year. Attacking this fee will
help ease the financial burdens
by allowing incarcerated peo-
ple to maintain contact with
their family. This contact can
casily be reduced by expensive
phone calls. Some states are
eliminating phone fees.

A significant percentage of
individuals end up in jails or
prison because of financially
related occurrences, which
is why reducing the financial
burden of incarceration is im-
portant, according to the Aug.
15 article.

Incarcerated individuals
have access to goods and
services, but may become
discouraged because of a
previous debt carried over
from a prior incarceration,
the article says.

The model in which govern-
ments directly profit from the
financial hardships of prison-
ers and their families harms
incarcerated people and the
government agencies, accord-
ing to Sheriff Clayton.

“There is a cycle here that I
think we have to find a way to
break. And I think we break it
as governmental entities,” said
Sheriff Clayton. “We should
not try to balance our budget
on the backs of people that are
incarcerated. That is really im-
portant to us.”

Kentucky — (4P)
e State officials are pro-
moting a Prison-to-Work-
Pipeline program aimed
at connecting incarcerated
people with employment as
they step out of prisons and
jails, reported the Associ-
ated Press Nov. 7. Demo-
cratic Gov. Andy Beshear’s
administration is working
with the Kentucky Cham-
ber of Commerce to fur-
ther the project. “The goal
is for reentering inmates to
have a job offer and ready
to start work the day they
walk out of the gate,” said
Kerry Harvey, the state’s
public safety secretary.
Employers will be able to
conduct virtual interviews
with people who are still
incarcerated. Prospec-
tive hires will be assisted
with resume and interview
preparations. The gover-
nor touted the anti-crime
aspect of the program, say-
ing that helping formerly
incarcerated people find
employment will reduce
the likelihood that they will
commit new crimes.
New York — (New
e York Times) Law-
yers representing people
incarcerated at Rikers Is-
land have asked the judge
monitoring the troubled
jail system to impose a
receivership, reported the
New York Times Nov. 14.
Problems leading to this
news included 18 deaths
among the jail population
in 2022, an increasing rate
of stabbings and slashings,
and increasing use of force
by correctional officers.
The article reported that
many of the problems at
the facilities are the prod-
uct of “persistent staff ab-
senteeism.” In September
2021, nearly 2,000 of the
facilities” 8,000 staff were
calling in sick every day.
A union contract provides
that corrections officers at
Rikers have unlimited sick
leave. “Last week, feder-
al prosecutors in Brook-
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lyn charged three officers
with lying about being sick
while continuing to collect

their salaries,” wrote the
Times. Staffing shortfalls
have meant that people
held at Rikers are not hav-
ing their basic needs met,
reported the Times.
3 Alabama (4P)
e A former state cor-
rectional officer and gu-
bernatorial candidate has
called for federal interven-
tion in Alabama’s prison
system, reported the AP
Nov. 5. Stacy George de-
scribed Alabama’s prisons
as a “third world coun-
try with a concrete floor.”
Incarcerated residents of
the state’s prison system
went on a work stoppage
in September to protest
conditions in the facilities.
“The U.S. Department of

Roswell |

K Paso ————

Justice has an ongoing law-
suit against Alabama over
prisons it says are ‘riddled
with  prisoner-on-prison-
er and guard-on-prisoner
violence,”” AP wrote. The
state is having problems
hiring and retaining facili-
ty staff. The Department of
Corrections reported that
staff levels fell from 2,177
on Oct. 31,2021 to 1,879 on
June 30, 2022.
Nevada (4P)
e The former head of
Nevada’s prison system is
claiming that he was pres-
sured to lie about a bomb
maker’s escape from a Ne-
vada facility before being
forced to resign, AP re-
ported on Nov. 4. Yvanna
Cancela, Chief-of-Staff to
Nevada Gov. Steve Siso-
lak, responded to the for-
mer state prisons director
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Charles Daniels’s claim by
accusing him of attempting
“a political shakedown for
more than $1 million tax-
payer dollars.” The story
begins with the September
23 escape of a convicted
bomb maker, which Dan-
iels claims he did not learn
about until four days later
on September 27. Daniels
alleged in a press confer-
ence that the governor’s
office pressured him to lie
about the timeline of the
escape, and then threat-
ened to fire him. Daniels
resigned on September
30. An Oct. 28 letter from
Daniel’s attorney to state
officials sought a settle-
ment of seven years’ salary
for Daniels, a total of $1.05
million. The letter said that
otherwise, Daniels would
file racial and age discrim-

New Oleg

ination claims against the
state. Las Vegas police ar-
rested the escaped bomb
maker on Sept. 28. AP re-
ports, “Daniels’ departure
renewed a spotlight on
trouble including violence
and chronic understaffing
at Nevada’s seven prisons,
nine conservation camps
and two transitional hous-
ing centers.”
Louisiana — (4P)
e A federal judge has
ruled that officials of the
state’s David Wade Cor-
rectional Center were
“deliberately indifferent”
while housing mental-
ly ill prisoners in inhu-
mane conditions that vi-
olate both the Americans
with Disabilities Act and
Eighth Amendment pro-
tections against cruel pun-
ishment, reported the AP

Nov. 3. U.S. District Judge
Elizabeth Foote’s ruling
said the prison used soli-
tary confinement as “a de-
pository” for mentally ill
incarcerated people which
only makes their condition
worse. “We strongly dis-
agree with the ruling,” said
Ken Pastorick, spokesman
for the Department of Pub-
lic Safety and Corrections.
Non-profit  organization
Disability Rights Loui-
siana advocated for the
incarcerated in the case.
The group’s lead attorney,
Melanie Bray, praised the
judge’s ruling. “When
people with mental illness
are sent to the state prison
as punishment for a crime,
the state has an obligation
to provide baseline mental
health care,” Bray said in a
press release.
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NATIONAL

By Dante D. Jones
Staff Writer

On Nov. 8, 2022, four states
in the union chose to move this
country closer to a nation free
of forced labor in every way.

Over 75% of voters in Ala-
bama, Oregon, Tennessee, and
Vermont approved legislation
that would amend their states’
constitutions to eliminate
language that allows slavery
and involuntary servitude as
a punishment for crime, ac-
cording to the Sacramento
Bee. (Louisiana, a fifth state in
this past election that also had
this issue on its ballot, voted
against banning slavery from
its constitution.)

National coordinator for
Abolish Slavery National Net-
work, Max Parthas, called this
one of the ‘biggest tests’ for
the nation.

“(It) was a win for us be-
cause it exposed the underbel-
ly of the Jim Crow South and
how dependent they are on
slave labor,” Parthas told the
Bee. “Slavery was legal. These
states have never seen a day
where slavery was not legal.”

According to the PBS New-
shour, Vermont’s constitution

Four states end forcible prison labor

no longer has language that
allows any form of slavery or
involuntary servitude.

In 1777, Vermont was the
first state to abolished adult
slavery from its constitution
for anyone 21 and older un-
less bound “by law for the
payment of debts, fines, costs
or the like” or by their own
consent.

“We think it shows how for-
ward thinking and good-na-
tured Vermonters are and
we’re looking forward to us-
ing it as a springboard to do
a lot of work on dismantling
systemic racism going for-
ward,” said Debbie Ingram,
executive director of Vermont
Interfaith Action and a former
state senator who sponsored
the proposal.

Chattel slavery was federal-
ly banned in 1865 thanks to the
Emancipation Proclamation.
However, the bill had a built-
in loophole: a person could be
subjected to involuntary servi-
tude if convicted of a crime.

California, one of the most
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Kitchen workers at the serving line preparing food trays
for the incarcerated population

progressive states in the
union, just recently was pre-
sented with the opportunity to
amend its constitution by out-
lawing indentured servitude,
but lawmakers failed to get it
on the ballot.

The bill, drafted by State
Sen. Sydney Kamlager, D-Los
Angeles, would have given
California voters a chance to
make their voices heard on
this issue but lawmakers de-
nied them that right because of

concerns that prisoners would
be paid minimum wage as a
result if it passed.

Kamlager, who won a seat
in the House of Representa-
tives, told the Bee: “I continue
to say (if you) support slavery
and involuntary servitude be-
ing in the state constitution
then you continue to support
aracist and Confederate past.”
She described involuntary ser-
vitude as a “stain” on Califor-
nia’s conscience.

Anti-slavery activists could
also point to the Governor’s
recent veto of SB1371, a bill
that would have increased
incarcerated people’s pay for
CDCR jobs over a five-year
timeline, as a sign that the
state is not willing to address
the nation’s biggest sin.

According to a report by
the PBS Newshour, since the
time of the Confederacy, when
southern states fought to keep
chattel slavery even after the
Civil War, lawmakers have
being trying to curtail and/or
completely eradicate forced

labor from the country’s pris-
on system.

In recent years, forced labor
in U.S. prisons has become a
multibillion dollar industry;
while the people who perform
that labor are paid pennies by
comparison—if nothing at all.

Refusal to perform any
forced labor can result in any-
thing from loss of recreation,
phone calls, visits or even
sometimes an incarcerated
person can be sent to The
Hole. It’s not hard to compare
these types of punishments to
those utilized during the ante-
bellum slavery years, reported
PBS Newshour.

“The 13th Amendment
didn’t actually abolish slav-
ery—what it did was make it
invisible,” Bianca Tylek, an
anti-slavery advocate and the
executive director of the crim-
inal justice advocacy group
Worth Rises, said in an AP
interview before Election Day.

She said that passing these
types of legislation, particu-
larly in states like Alabama,
“is a great signal for what’s
possible at the federal level.”

“There is a big opportunity
here, in this moment,” Tylek
said.

FEDERAL

Former Oregon prison director to head
beleaguered Federal Bureau of Prisons

By Anthony Manuel
Caravalho
Staff Writer

The new head of the scan-
dal-plagued federal Bureau of
Prisons says she believes in
good government and trans-
parency.

Colette Peters told The As-
sociated Press she will work
to “create an environment
where people can feel com-
fortable coming forward and
talking about misconduct.”

Peters replaced Michael
Carvajal as the director of
the federal Bureau of Prisons.
She was director of Oregon’s
state prison system before At-
torney General Merrick Gar-
land swore her in on Aug. 2,
2022.

The AP reported that the
change was part of the Biden
administration’s attempt to
repair the federal Bureau of
Prisons after the discovery of
corruption, misconduct and
abuse within the agency. In-
vestigations conducted by the
AP led to Carvajal’s resigna-
tion in January, after a Sen-
ate subcommittee opened an
inquiry regarding the actions
within the Bureau of Prisons’

122 facilities.

Whistleblowers  informed
the AP of deteriorating facil-
ities that were mold-ridden
and had poor sewage, which
left a foot of human waste on
yards at a federal prison in At-
lanta. Prison employee whis-
tleblowers also reported about
facilities where “so many rats
were in the food service area,
employees would leave the
prison’s doors open so stray
cats could take care of them.”

Carvajal’s administration
retaliated against the whis-
tleblowers and transferred
them or forced them to resign,
the story said.

During the Senate subcom-
mittee investigation, Carvajal
refused to take accountabili-
ty for the Bureau of Prison’s
“culture of corruption and
misconduct” that was perva-
sive throughout his depart-
ment for years.

Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Wis.,
a ranking member of the
Senate’s Permanent Subcom-
mittee on Investigations, said
that Carvajal’s leadership was
“almost willful ignorance.”
Johnson described Carvajal’s
thinking as, “don’t want to
know what’s happening be-

Colette Peters’ goal
is to “create an
environment where
people can feel
comfortable coming
forward and talking
about misconduct.”

low me. Don’t want to hear
about rapes. Don’t want to
hear about suicides.”

Carvajal denied wrongdo-
ing and insisted that he had
been kept away from internal
problems by his staff. This
excuse coincided with his
admission that the size and
structure of the Bureau of
Prisons led to the multitude of
infractions.

Carvajal’s lack of account-
ability upset senators at a
bi-partisan level. The mount-
ing pressure from Capitol Hill
forced Carvajal to submit his
resignation in January of this
year.

A six-month search for his
replacement led to Peters’ ap-
pointment. She is the second
director in the federal Bureau
of Prisons to have no prior ex-

perience with federal prisons.

Deputy Attorney General
Lisa Monaco led the search
and complied with the Biden
administration’s strategy to
overhaul leadership at the
top of the organization. The
AP reported that Monaco’s
search focused on reform for
the agency, attempting to rid
itself of ethical issues it has
dealt with for decades.

During Peters’ inaugura-
tion, she said she was “hum-
bled, honored and proud to
serve,” as leader of the Bu-
reau of Prisons.

The Bureau of Prisons em-
ploys more than 30,000 people
and has an $8 billion budget.
Peters takes over an organiza-
tion that is plagued by docu-
mented sexual abuse from its
correctional officers as well
as other widespread criminal
activity by staff. Results of
the investigation revealed a
troubled institution that has
had dozens of escapes, deaths
and dangerously low staffing
levels that slowed down emer-
gency responses.

Attorney General Garland
said he had “full confidence”
in Peters’ ability to improve
the Bureau of Prisons.

LOUISIANA

Court: Non-unanimous
verdict rule not retroactive

By Cainen Chambers
Staff Writer

A new rule that non-unan-
imous convictions cannot be
used by the state of Louisiana
will not apply retroactively,
the state Supreme Court has
ruled.

Louisiana voters approved
a state constitutional amend-
ment ending the practice of
convicting people without
unanimous rulings in 2018,
effective for crimes com-
mitted after Jan. 1, 2019.
Only two states recognized
non-unanimous convictions at
that time.

Louisiana’s highest court
ruled Oct. 21 that prohibitions
against non-unanimous jury
convictions do not have to ap-
ply retroactively. The ruling
was in response to the case of
Reginald Reddick, who was
convicted of murder by a 10-2
vote in 1997. But an advocacy
group estimated the decision
affects more than 1,500 pris-
oners.

In 2020, non-unanimous
verdicts were also declared
unconstitutional by the U.S.
Supreme Court. But the next
year, in Ramos vs. Louisiana,
the Supreme Court said that

its invalidation of non-unan-
imous verdicts applies only
to future cases and to cases in
which a defendant’s appellate
options had not been com-
pletely exhausted.

Louisiana State Supreme
Court Justice Scott Crichton
wrote in the ruling that the
use of non-unanimous jury
votes dates back to the late
1800s and was believed to be
a way to discourage African
American participation in ju-
ries.

However Justice Crich-
ton’s stated “there are racially
neutral, legitimate, and ra-
tional arguments justifying a
non-unanimous jury rule.”

Justice James Genovese
offered a partial dissent, writ-
ing, “I find that a new trial
should be ordered in cases
where an African American
defendant can prove, by a pre-
ponderance of evidence, that
an African American juror
dissented from the majority
voting to convict the defen-
dant of the charged crime.”

The Promise of Justice Ini-
tiative wrote in a statement on
the ruling, “This is a loss for
every Louisianan. Our courts
must protect our fundamental
rights and freedoms.”

INTERNATIONAL— IRAN

Fire kills eight in Iranian prison

By Bostyon Johnson
Staff Writer

A fire killed eight detain-
ees at Iran’s Evin prison near
Terhan, which has for decades
housed political prisoners as
well as those convicted of
criminal charges, according to
reporting by The Associated
Press.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guard
and the country’s Intelligence
Ministry both operate their
own cells at Evin, holding
dual-nationals and prisoners
with connections with the
West, reported AP.

The fire started in the pris-
on’s eighth ward that houses
political prisoners. Iran Prison
Atlas, a California-based rights
group that collects data on
Iranian prisons and prisoners,
said the fire started in a sewing
workshop.

Satellite photos show the
burning roof of a large build-
ing in the northern section of

the prison. A video of the fire
purports to show people throw-
ing liquid on the flames. Audio
from other videos includes
what appears to be gunfire
and the sound of an explosion
from an unidentified ordinance
tossed into the complex, re-
ported AP.

Authorities have blamed
“rioters” for the fire. Gholam-
hossein Mohseni Ejehi, Iran’s
judiciary chief, blamed “the
enemy’s agents” for the inci-
dent, referring to outside actors
including the United States and
Israel.

The regime has generally
blamed the same outside in-
fluences for unrest in Iran over
the weeks leading up to the
fire in the prison. The unrest
followed the Sept. 16 death of
Mahsa Amini, a young woman
who died in the custody of the
regime’s morality police.

Evin prison has a long his-
tory of abuses, according to
human rights activists. It has

been the site of executions
and amputations prescribed as
punishments under the coun-
try’s Islamic laws, said the AP
article.

The AP reports that it re-
ceived a series of videos leaked
by a group of hackers that
showed fighting and “grim
conditions” at Evin.

Jason Razaian, a journalist
with The Washington Post who
spent 544 days in an Iranian
prison on allegations of spying,
commented on conditions at
Evin prison.

“Evin is no ordinary prison.
Many of Iran’s best and bright-
est have spent long stretches
confined there, where brave
women and men are denied
their basic rights for speaking
truth to power,” Razaian wrote
on Twitter.

The European Union has
sanctioned 11 Iranian officials
and four additional entities
over the protests, freezing as-
sets and imposing travel bans.

VIRGINIA

Federal court ruling protects
prisoners’ religious head coverings

The U.S. Court of Appeals
for the 4th Circuit ruled that
the Virginia Department of
Corrections was violating
the religious beliefs of an in-
carcerated man by restricting
his use of a head covering,
reported The Washington
Post on Nov. 8.

A three-judge panel ruled
unanimously the depart-
ment’s policy required the in-
carcerated man in question,
David Richardson, “to either
violate his religious beliefs
— by refraining from wear-
ing a head covering at all
times — or risk discipline.”

Before Richardson’s suit,
the agency gave its individu-
al prisons authority to decide
policies regarding head cov-
erings, said The Post.

Policies at the Deer-
field Correctional Center in
Capron required residents

to remove head coverings in
various locations, including
the chow hall, administrative
buildings and visiting rooms
unless wearing the head cov-
er was part of “an approved
religious activity.”

Following the Richardson
lawsuit, Virginia’s Depart-
ment of Corrections changed
their policy to allow residents
to wear their head coverings
anywhere in the prison as
long as they removed them
upon request to be searched,
The Post reports.

In a previous ruling, Judge
Henry E. Hudson wrote that
the policy governing head
coverings was not unduly
burdensome on Richardson
since he “retained the abil-
ity to wear a head covering
in many areas of the prison”
and that the “restrictions
were rationally related to the

penological objective of se-
curity and policing for con-
traband.”

The Appellate Court over-
rode Hudson’s decision, stat-
ing that “Richardson holds a
sincerely held belief that his
religion requires that he wear
a head covering at all times
and in all places. Deerfield’s
head covering policy placed
Richardson between the pro-
verbial rock and a hard place.”

Richardson continues to
pursue a court order to stop
the Virginia prison from re-
verting to its previous pol-
icy on head coverings. An
attorney for the state told
the court that the “ability to
change a policy certainly ex-
ists.” However, the attorney
also stated that the depart-
ment “has no intention to go
back.”

—Cainen Chambers
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SF DA reinstates policy
allowing juveniles to
be charged as adults

By C. K. Gerhartsreiter
Contributing Writer

Newly elected San Francisco District Attorney Brooke Jen-
kins reinstated the policy of charging 16- and 17-year-olds as
adults for crimes that she called “egregious,” wrote Megan Cas-
sidy in The San Francisco Chronicle.

Former District Attorney Chesa Boudin had ended the prac-
tice, but Jenkins believes that juvenile prosecution does not al-
low for proper rehabilitation because such prosecutions typical-
ly release offenders at age 23, the article says.

“By the age of 23, can we have done what we need to reha-
bilitate somebody who has committed a very heinous crime?”
Jenkins asked in The Chronicle.

According to the article, Jenkins formed a Juvenile Review
Team that will form an opinion about whether to seek adult
charges. The team consists of the head of the juvenile division,
the chief of victim services, and the chief of the criminal divi-
sion that would prosecute the case. All three of them report to
the District Attorney’s office.

The Juvenile Review Team’s opinion will go to Jenkins, who
will make the charging decision, but state law says that the ulti-
mate decision rests with a judge. State law does not allow adult
prosecution of anyone under 16, regardless of the crime.

Crimes “heinous in nature” potentially prosecuted under this
policy include attempted murder, forcible sexual assault, kid-
napping, torture and aggravated mayhem.

Smart Justice California, a criminal justice advocacy group,
voiced concerns about the change. A prosecutor “who is at all
committed to both science and fairness must keep kids out of
the adult system,” said Anne Irwin, the group’s executive direc-
tor, in an e-mailed response to The Chronicle, adding, “Putting
them into adult prisons all but guarantees they will lose the op-
portunity to get the care that kids need.”

Juvenile proceedings emphasize rehabilitation, while adult
courts focus more on punishment. Similarly, Juvenile Hall of-
fers more behavioral treatment and mental health for young of-
fenders than adult prison. Youth convicted as adults could end
up transferred from juvenile facilities to adult prisons to serve
the remaining time on their sentences after turning 18.

Yoel Haile, the American Civil Liberties Union of Northern
California’s director of Criminal Justice Program, called Black
and Latino youth at greater risk of prosecution white youth. “Of
the 11 young people whose cases were transferred to adult court
in San Francisco from 2006 to 2016... none were white.”

Smart Justice California’s Irwin said that Jenkins’s policy
“purports to meet this minimum standard for a moral prose-
cutor, but in reality, it also leaves room for her office to charge
many kids as adults.”

Jenkins says that she generally does not believe in charging
youth as adults, and she confirmed that, in the past, youth of
color were disproportionately affected by the criminal justice
system, the article said. Jenkins said that no juvenile cases pros-
ecuted by Boudin should have transferred to adult court.

“As a D.A’s office, we must retain prosecutorial discretion to
ensure that we protect the public and deliver justice in our most
serious and egregious cases that is fair and proportional,” she
told The Chronicle.” Jenkins’s policy took effect September 13.

New laws to take effect Jan. 1

Eight bills signed into
law; governor vetoes gate
money, prisoner pay hike

Following is an excerpt from
Initiate Justice’s Policy Corner
Reprinted with permission.

The following bills are not being spon-
sored by Initiate Justice but could ma-
terially impact the lives of incarcerated
people. We are not sponsors of these
bills, so please do not write to us for de-
tails. We do not offer advice or represen-
tation, so please contact your public de-
fender or attorney for more information.

Below is a list of bills that passed the
legislature and were signed by the Gov-
ernor. Signed bills go into effect January
1,2023:

AB 960 (Ting): Improves medical pa-
role so more incarcerated people can be
eligible for compassionate release.

AB 1706 (Bonta): Ensures all people
with cannabis convictions will be resen-
tenced and have their cases dismissed.

AB 1766 (Stone): Ensures more peo-
ple leaving state prison will be issued
valid state ID’s, if the DMV has the nec-
essary documents on file.

AB 2657 (Stone): Ensures people on
Death Row who are incompetent will not
be executed and will be re-sentenced to
LWOP.

SB 990 (Hueso): Allows people to
parole to counties that are best for their
education/vocational training.

SB 1008 (Becker): Makes phone
calls free in state prisons and juvenile
facilities.

SB 1139 (Kamlager): Requires
CDCR to notify families when an incar-

cerated person is sent to the hospital or in
other medical emergencies.

SB 1209 (Eggman): Allows more
veterans to be resentenced who have
been excluded from previous bills,
namely if trauma from military experi-
ence was not considered as a mitigating
factor at the time of sentencing. Howev-
er, people convicted of Section 667 or
an offense requiring registration pursu-
ant to subdivision (c) of Section 290 are
not eligible.

The following bills were vetoed
by the governor and will not
be moving forward:

AB 2730 (Villapudua): Allows peo-
ple within two years of release to be
housed in a campus setting to get more
vocational training before release.

SB 1304 (Kamlager): Increase gate

- Stock image

money to $1,300 upon release from pris-
on.

SB 1371 (BradFord): Increased pay
for CDCR jobs over a five-year timeline.

The following bills were not successful
and did not make it to the Governor:

AB 937 (Carrillo): Ends ICE transfers
after completion of a prison sentence.

SB 300 (Cortese): This bill would
have reformed the special circumstances
law so only the person who took some-
one’s life, not accomplices, could receive
an LWOP sentence. The bill was not ret-
roactive.

ACA 3 (Kamlager): This Constitu-
tional amendment would have removed
involuntary servitude from the constitu-
tion. Since it did not pass the Legislature,
it will not appear on the ballot this No-
vember.

DNC calls for release of
indigenous rights activist

By Patrick Demery
Journalism Guild Writer

A major campaign is under way seeking freedom for Indige-
nous rights activist Leonard Peltier, who has been incarcerated
for 46 years.

The Democratic National Committee voted unanimously to
pass a resolution urging President Joe Biden to grant clemen-
cy to Peltier, who is considered by many to be America’s lon-
gest-serving political prisoner.

Clemency has also been urged by celebrities and interna-
tional human rights leaders, including Pope Francis, the Dalai
Lama, Nelson Mandela, Coretta Scott King and Amnesty Inter-
national USA.

Peltier was convicted of murder in the killings of two FBI
agents during a 1975 shootout on Pine Ridge Reservation in
South Dakota.

Advocates for his release have raised several problems with
his trial including racism, lack of evidence, and evidence sug-
gesting the FBI was partially responsible for the shootout.

Peltier’s advocates also include a former U.S. prosecutor who
pleaded with Biden to grant clemency. Earlier this year, the
DNC’s Native American Caucus issued a statement calling Pel-
tier’s imprisonment, “one of the greatest miscarriages of justice
in modern history.”

According to the Huffington Post, the DNC’s resolution states
that Peltier, who is 77, should be freed “given the overwhelm-
ing support for clemency, the constitutional due process issues
underlying Mr. Peltier’s prosecution, his status as an elderly
inmate, and that he is an American Indian, who suffers from
greater rates of health disparities and severe underlying health
conditions.”

The Huffington Post noted that Biden has already demon-
strated a willingness to address past injustices against Native
Americans, citing his intent to examine the country’s history of
Indian boarding schools and his appointment of Deb Haaland as
the country’s first Indigenous Secretary of the Interior.

“It is highly appropriate that consideration of clemency for
Mr. Peltier be prioritized and expatiated, so that Mr. Peltier can
return to his family and live his final years among his people,”
the DNC resolution concludes.

New law blocks prosecutors’ use of rap

lyrics as
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cians. It passed both houses

banning the use of a rap
artist’s lyrics to prosecute
crimes.

Focus of the legislation was
Anere Brown, also known
as X-Raided, who spent 26
years in prison. In his trial
the prosecution played lyrics
from his rap records and tied
them to the Sacramento mur-
der of community activist Pa-
tricia Harris, the Sacramento
Bee reported Sept. 29.

Brown was 17 years old at
the time of his conviction.
Prosecutors used lyrics from
his album “Psycho Active” to
aid and ultimately prove their
case.

“I don’t know how many
calls for help were on my first
album,” Brown said. “Look-
ing back at that, it would be
incredibly alarming to have
some 17-year-old child write

subject matter contained in
that project should not have
been in the brain of a 16 or
17-year-old child. It calls for
concern.”

Prosecutors also used lyr-
ics in prosecuting Shawn
Thomas, another Sacramento
rapper known as C-Bo. Pros-
ecutors argued that his lyrics
violated his parole.

The lyrics were in his 1998
song, “Deadly Game,”