
PUP grads take center stage
Craig Johnson receiving an Associates of Arts degree from PUP Academic Director Amy Jamgochian, Ph.D
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See PUP on page 10

Drama therapy was in full dis-
play on May 18 as a nine-day quar-
antine ended at San Quentin for in-
mate performers in the Shakespeare 
play King Lear — a week later, the 
prison was on normal program for 
Comedy of Errors.

“First, I was in shock,” said Jason 
Robinson about West Block get-
ting off the quarantine. “But, Steve 
Emrick (Community Partnership 
Manager) said, ‘The show must go 
on.’ I was humbled that the admin-
istration made it happen, so outside 

people could see this play.”
The King Lear Performance 
Robinson played Oswald, a ser-

vant to Lear’s daughter Goneril.
North Block inmate Nythell 

“Nate” Collins, who played Edgar, 
Gloucester’s son, added, “There’s 
fog lines and lockdowns. There’s 
always something that we have to 
deal with, but even with all that, we 
worked on our own — in our cells 
and on the yard.”

The show goes on 
for SQ Shakespeareans

See APPRENTICES on page 9

See SHAKESPEARE on page 20

By Kevin D. Sawyer
Associate Editor

“Pomp and Circumstance” played 
and everyone stood to applaud the 
Prison University Project’s (PUP) 
class of 2018 as they took center 
stage in San Quentin State Prison’s 
visiting room in June.

Nine men graduated and received 

their Associative Arts degree from 
Patten University.

One of the graduates, Gerald 
Morgan, welcomed his 98-year-old 
aunt, Juanita Stone, to attend the 
ceremony.

“I’ve been to many graduations,” 
Stone said. “Patten University at San 
Quentin has been a category, well 
organized

“I couldn’t be happier for Gerald’s 
great achievement.”

A sign read “Room Capacity 200” 
in the rectangular visiting room with 
its mismatched tiles in spaces on the 
floor. An array of orange, blue, black 
and rose-colored chairs methodical-
ly lined the crowded room. 

High Desert Prison warden 
sets the record straight

SQN staffer Marcus Henderson and Warden Marion Spearman
Photo by Jonathan Chiu

Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

SQ Shakespeare troupe performs the Comedy of Errors

By some accounts, High Desert 
State Prison is one of California’s 
most notorious penitentiaries. War-
den Marion E. Spearman wants to 
clear up that impression. He argues 
that the prison, its staff and inmates 
have undergone change. It’s no lon-
ger a prison for youth management 
problems.

“There’s a new vision and mis-
sion for High Desert State Prison,” 
Spearman said. “The staff lives up 
to that (challenge).”

According to Spearman, High 
Desert is now about rehabilitation, 
a safe environment, healthcare, 
teaching skill sets, reintegration 
into communities, and reducing re-
cidivism.

Spearman said he’s proud of the 
work his staff has been doing to 
eradicate the culture of violence at 
the Susanville prison, located in the 
Sierras.

“The old High Desert is eroding 
away,” Spearman said. 

Spearman said inmate-on-inmate 
stabbings and  incidences of cor-
rectional officers shooting inmates 
have been on the decline.

“That’s going away,” he said.
The year before Spearman ar-

rived, there were three inmate-on-
inmate homicides. The following 
year there were four. In 2017 there 
were none. 

See SPEARMAN on page 4

Maxx Cabello Jr.’s guitar wizardry 
entertained San Quentin’s Lower Yard 
June 23, as the visiting blues musician 
and singer debuted his new “Tattoos 
and Blues” album.          

      Page 2

Artists incarcerated at San Quentin 
used their talent to raise money for cancer 
research at Cords Gallery during a First 
Friday art walk in Oakland.

Page 7

21st Century
programs graduate

apprentices

Coder Vah Saechao shows off his certificates with Instructor Jon Gripshover
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

By Juan Haines
Senior Editor

More than a dozen inmates sat 
in the front row of a prison chapel 
on June 15 to graduate from one of 
three well-regarded 21st century 
training programs.

Looking past the graduates to 
the men who had recently arrived 
in San Quentin, Warden Ron Davis 
said, “those of you not familiar 
with this prison, the guys in 
blue, this is a celebration of great 

programs.”
Davis was referring to the pro-

grams that are helping men gain 
job skills for re-entry: Code.7370, 
a computer-coding class; The Last 
Mile Works (TLM Works), an em-
ployer of Code.7370 graduates for 
web developing of client-driven 
projects; and California Prison 
Industry Authority’s (CALPIA) 
pre-apprentice construction labor 
program.

A crowd of incarcerated men cheered 
like it was their parole day when Antoi-
nette “Butterscotch” Clinton took the 
stage at San Quentin.
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Wall City Magazine is more than just stories--
it’s a look into transformation, humanity 

and re-building community.

By Marcus Henderson 
Journalism Guild Chairman

Maxx Cabello Jr.’s guitar 
wizardry entertained San 
Quentin’s Lower Yard June 
23, as the visiting blues mu-
sician and singer debuted his 
new “Tattoos and Blues” al-
bum. 

The performer has traveled 
the world and opened for mu-
sical legends like B.B. King 
and Earth, Wind and Fire.  

Cabello’s magnetic notes 
cut through San Quentin’s 
hyperactive weekend ac-
tivities ― the usual outdoor 
workouts and basketball 
games. The energetic music 
drew small groups of prison-
ers to Cabello on the stage, 
as though he were the Pied 
Piper.

 “I hope I have inspired 
people to change,” Cabello 
said. “I wanted to share my 
story and hear other people’s 
stories. Ultimately, I hope 
I’ve put smiles on people’s 
faces.” 

Cabello started his one-
hour set with the song “House 
of the Rising Sun,” accompa-
nied by his brother Alex Ca-
bello on bass and drummer 
Steward Burr. San Quentin’s 

own Lee Jaspar and Wilbur 
“Rico” Rogers joined the 
band and showcased why 
they are some of the prison’s 
premier musicians. 

Jaspar’s guitar playing 
went string-for-string with 
Maxx’s skills. Rogers added 
a spacey sound as he worked 
the keyboard.

“That’s where you get 
your best music,” San Quen-
tin music program member 
Terry Slaughter said. “They 
did a good job. That was all 
impromptu. They didn’t even 
rehearse together.” 

Maxx moved from blues 
to rock with ease as he per-
formed the song “Rock and 
Roll.” His fingers danced 
round the guitar frets, creat-
ing piercing computer-type 
sounds. The crowd cheered, 
stomped their feet and 
bobbed their heads to the 
music. 

One inmate danced un-
controllably to Burr’s drum 
solo. Maxx and Jasper traded 
guitar licks and riffs back-
and-forth, reminiscent of the 
movie “Crossroads” where 
the star battles the devil for 
his soul.  

“We grew up playing 
music,” Alex said. “Both 

our parents are musicians. 
Coming here was all posi-
tive. I have family that been 
through the system. I believe 
everybody deserves a second 
or third chance.” 

Maxx had the audience 
singing along to his song 
“Keep on Pushing.” The re-
cord touches on life strug-
gles and the warnings of his 
mother.

“Sometimes life might 
get you down, but you got 
to keep on pushing,” Maxx 
sang. “Mama said there will 
be days like this. Keep on 
pushing to the sky, keep on 
pushing till the day I die.”  

Maxx slowed the music 
down and performed “Tat-
toos and Blues,” a song about 
a failed relationship. 

“Baby, please don’t treat 
me like you do,” he crooned. 
“All you left me with is these 
tattoos and blues.”

Maxx then pointed to his 
numerous examples of body 
art to the cheers from the 
crowd. He masterfully ran his 
fingers up and down the body 
of the guitar with speed and 
care. He played the instru-
ment over his head, drawing 
more applause.

“I grew up on Brentwood 

and Jimmy Hendrix,”Maxx 
said. “Music helps you con-
nect with people; there’s no 
color in music.”

Maxx changed the tempo 
to a reggae baseline for “Baby 
Let’s Run Away.” He per-
formed “Johnny B. Goode,” 
the Chuck Berry classic. 
Then he closed the show with 
an instrumental rendition 
of “Amazing Grace,” remi-
niscent of Jimmy Hendrix’s 
“Star Spangled Banner.”    

Maxx sat down on a stool 
and played the tune with the 
guitar in his lap. The melody 
had a New Orleans blues vibe 
mixed with heavy metal riffs. 
The crowd swayed back and 
forth, connecting with each 
beautiful sound. 

“Take them to church,” one 
spectator yelled.

Maxx added, “Always give 
thanks to the man above.
Thank you, Jesus.”

Maxx shook hands and 
signed autographs before 
leaving. As the group drove 
away with San Quentin’s mu-
sic program sponsor Rapha-
ele Casale, the audience 
could sense the sadness and 
the joy — that the day had 
been more than a yard show.

It was an experience.

Blues musician Maxx Cabello rocks the yard

Steward Burr on the drums
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Maxx Cabello performing on the Lower Yard
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Cabello signing autographs after the show
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN
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entry Study, which surveyed 
122 people released from Mas-
sachusetts Department of Cor-
rections facilities around Bos-
ton between 2012 and 2014, 
according to The Atlantic. 

Along with his co-research-
ers, Western studied the sub-
jects for a year following re-
entry, seeing many of them 
go through unemployment, 
homelessness and mental ill-
ness or even going back to 
prison.

“So much happens in those 
first 30 days, and there are so 
many other kinds of stress that 
they’re dealing with,” Western 
told The Atlantic.

Most of the study’s par-
ticipants were in poverty six 
months after release. Full-
time employment was rare, 

Lack of felons’ ability to vote
strips away fundamental rights

By Lloyd Payne
Journalism Guild Writer

A campaign is under way 
to restore voting rights to 
convicted felons, according 
to The Wall Street Journal.

“Let’s fight to stop this 
nonsense,” said Damon 
Stackhouse, a 41-year-old 
New Jersey native, who was 
eager to cast a ballot during 
the previous midterm elec-
tions but later learned under 
state law, because he’s still 
on parole, he could not vote. 

Stackhouse had a decade-
old conviction of second-de-
gree robbery. 

The Journal reports that 
states along the northeastern 
corridor and Deep South, 
where there is no restoration 
of the right to vote for felons, 
advocates are pushing for 
change. They argue that fel-
on disenfranchisement laws 
are unfair because they strip 
away fundamental democrat-
ic rights and disproportion-
ately affect Black citizenry.

The rank of those dis-
enfranchised for felony 
convictions has increased, 
reflecting decades with in-
carceration rate growth, ac-
cording to the National Con-
ference of State Legislatures 
(NCSL).

The numbers grew more 
than fourfold to 6.1 million 
between 1976 and 2016, ac-
cording to statistical reports 
released by the Sentencing 
Project, said the article. 

“We have no say. This is 
the worst thing you can do to 
a citizen,” said Stackhouse, 
who is now a construction 
worker and student at Rut-
gers University-New Bruns-
wick. 

The NCSL stated for a few 
decades that there has been 
a general trend toward rein-
stating voting rights.

A measure is currently be-
ing considered by New Jer-
sey to restore voting rights 
to more than 94,000 state 
residents with convictions, 
reported the newspaper.

People who back the re-
striction believe ― to regain 
the right to vote ― those 
who have committed felonies 
need to demonstrate they are 
truly reformed, said the ar-
ticle.

Republican New Jersey 
State Sen. Gerald Cardinale 
opposed the measure, saying 
it’s the risk people who com-
mit felonies assume when 
they break the law.

The trending topic of state 
legislatures has led to Mary-
land lawmakers enacting 
a law to restore the voting 
rights for people on parole or 
probation in 2016.  The same 
year, when he was governor 
of Virginia, Terry McAu-
liffe, a Democrat, issued an 
executive order re-enfran-
chising people with felony 
records. Recently, Florida’s 
Gov. Rick Scott, a Repub-
lican, appealed a federal 
judge’s ruling that the states 
system for restoring voting 
right to former prisoners is 
unconstitutional.

“We can see that percep-
tion is clearly at work, be-
cause Democrats are the 
ones clearly championing the 
efforts,” said Hannah Walk-
er, assistant professor of po-
litical science and criminal 
justice at Rutgers. 

“Withholding or delay-
ing voting rights diminishes 
our democracy,” said New 
York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
a Democrat. He issued an ex-
ecutive order to restore vot-
ing rights to 35,000 people 
on parole this year.

The states of Indiana and 
Massachusetts automati-
cally restore voting rights for 
people once they are release 
from prison.  

But in 48 other states, 
policies vary for people con-
victed of crimes and their 
voting rights being removed. 
For example, Florida and 
Kentucky revoke the right 
permanently, and a petition 
for reinstatement of voting 
rights is required, said the 
article. 

By Harry C. Goodall, Jr.
Journalism Guild Writer

Poor people and people of 
color have fewer resources to 
deal with mental and physical 
health problems when released 
from prison, The Atlantic re-
ported.

Instead of having measures 
to help the vulnerable manage 
their well-being, society pun-
ishes those battling addiction 
and mental health issues with 
more time in prison, exacer-
bating the problems further, 
the story stated. 

This is highlighted in 
Homeward: Life in the Year 
After Prison, a new book by 
Harvard University researcher 
Bruce Western.

Western led the Boston Re-

Fewer re-entry resources go to
the poor and people of color

and although 43 percent found 
work of some kind within two 
months, most relied on family 
support or government assis-
tance for survival. 

The study also showed a ra-
cial disparity where Latino and 
Black participants with strong 
support networks were less 
likely to obtain jobs than their 
White counterparts who had 
little to no support network.

Along with poverty, West-
ern found that “human frailty” 
was possibly the central feature 
of incarceration. He defines the 
term as “the mental infirmity 
and the physical problems that 
accumulate with people under 
poverty.”

“The general finding is that 
physical health tends to im-
prove in prison and then dra-

The public is safer when released inmates get solid support
are less likely to recidivate 
or use drugs or alcohol com-
pared to those in more casual 
relationships.”

The National Institute of 
Justice (NIJ) produced the 
study and found many return-
ing citizens have lingering or 
contagious diseases, depres-
sion or other mental illnesses. 
Nonetheless, budget short-
ages prevent creating enough 
programs for the physical 
and mental health needs of 
returning citizens. Addition-
ally, most prisons and jails do 
not assess its services, thus 
making it difficult to evaluate 
“what works” for a successful 

By Juan Haines
Senior Editor

With 95 percent of people 
in America’s prisons and jails 
getting out eventually, a new 
study finds that public safety 
benefits by reuniting them 
with their families, helping 
them with housing, employ-
ment, and healthcare.

An Overview of Offender 
Reentry found that family 
ties provide the “greatest tan-
gible and emotional support 
to offenders as they reenter 
the community. Former of-
fenders who are married or 
have long-term relationships 

return to the community.
The study pinpointed ser-

vices and programs that re-
duce recidivism.

HOUSING AND 
EMPLOYMENT

Mental health, drug arrest 
records, and legal restrictions 
have hampered returning 
citizens’ ability to find stable 
housing. Providing housing 
assistance had the greatest 
positive effect on returning 
people, the study found.

Steady employment plays 
an important role in reducing 

recidivism and allows return-
ing citizens to contribute to 
and develop social ties with 
their community. 

EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES 

The study found that pro-
viding inmates educational 
opportunities and work ex-
periences while incarcerated 
reduced recidivism. 

Inmates who received edu-
cation while incarcerated re-
duced the risk of recidivating 
after release by 43 percent, a 
2013 RAND study showed.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
TREATMENT

A substance abuse treat-
ment program in Hawaii re-
lied on random drug testing, 
which reduced recidivism. 
The same outcomes, however, 
when tried in other places, 
were not reproduced.

The NIJ study found that 
alcohol abuse treatment while 
incarcerated reduced recidi-
vism for drunk drivers.

Long-term residential treat-
ment for substance abuse dis-
orders reduced recidivism, the 
study found.

STATE VERSE 
COUNTY CONTROL 

California experimented 
with sentencing alternatives 
to reduce prison populations 
by giving county govern-
ments more responsibility af-
ter criminal convictions.

“In their observational 
study using administrative 
data, they found that offenders 
who were released from state 
to county control generally 
had slightly higher recidivism 
rates, but the findings varied 
greatly from county to coun-
ty,” NIJ reports.

The NIJ study also 
examined displaced returning 
citizens in Louisiana after 
Hurricane Katrina and found 
“that offenders who did not 
return to their home county 
had lower rates of recidivism.”

APPLICATION OF 
TECHNOLOGY

NIJ determined that the 
Global Positioning System 
(GPS) is an effective monitor-
ing tool for individuals who 
are on parole.

The study examined high-
risk gang and sex offenders, 
monitored by GPS. GPS ef-
fectively identified offend-
ers who violated parole. The 
results showed monitoring 
high-risk offenders by GPS 
led to fewer parole violations.

For low-risk offenders, hav-
ing offenders report to an of-
fice for supervision effectively 
reduced parole violations and 
recidivism — and remote, 
tele-supervision was just as 
effective.

REENTRY 

Reentry services vary 
across the nation and are not 
consistent. Additionally, to 
identify reentry needs or po-
tential for future criminal 
behavior, reliable assessment 
and screening tools are vital.

“The type, level and inten-
sity of service will vary by an 
offender’s needs,” NIJ found. 
“It’s critical that a risk of reof-
fending be appropriately iden-
tified. Research shows that 
exposing low-risk offenders 
to programming for high-risk 
offenders can be harmful.”

Finally NIJ recommends, 
“A holistic approach to of-
fender reentry  —  one that 
emphasizes the challenges 
faced by offenders as they 
return, and the impact of 
their return on families, vic-
tims and communities  —  is 
critical to addressing public 
safety.”

matically decline after people 
leave prison,” said Western. 
“This is mostly because they’re 
better able to manage chronic 
conditions while they’re in 
prison, and they’re able to stay 
on their meds and so on.”

Two-thirds of the population 
surveyed had a history of men-
tal illness or addiction. Fifty-
four percent reported a history 
of drug and alcohol abuse, and 
one-third reported arthritis, 
chronic back pain or other dis-
abilities.

The Medicaid program in 
Massachusetts automatically 
enrolls program participants 
upon reentry and provides low 
or no-cost mental health ser-
vices, but many formerly in-
carcerated people will not seek 
preventative help.

Uber extends background checks for drivers
By Antoine Smith

Journalism Guild Writer

Uber has announced new 
safety measures including 
criminal background checks 
of drivers.

Other safety features in-
clude buttons in the Uber app 
that allow rider to call 911 in 
an emergency, as well as app 
refinements that make it easier 
for riders to share their where-
abouts with friends or loved 
ones. 

Uber has been dogged by 
reports of drivers accosting 
passengers, including lawsuits 

alleging sexual assaults. 
“I can’t change the past, but 

I can change the things that we 
do going forward,” said Dara 
Khosrowshahi, chief execu-
tive officer for the ride-hailing 
service, in an interview with 
The Associated Press. 

Uber will conduct its annu-
al background checks through 
a company called Checkr. 
Uber will not do FBI finger-
print background checks.

Uber said checking court 
records and other databases 
is robust, fair and “stacks up 
well against the alternatives.”

The state of Colorado ac-

cused Uber of placing passen-
gers in “extreme jeopardy.” 
It slapped Uber with a nearly 
$9 million fine for allowing 
57 people with past criminal 
or motor vehicle offenses to 
drive.

The Chicago City Council 
agreed to let Uber, Lyft and 
Via avoid fingerprinting driv-
ers and let the ride-hailing 
and taxicab industries off the 
hook on background checks, 
according to the Chicago Sun 
Times.

Chicago Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel left it up to the busi-
nesses to run the names of 

drivers through national and 
global databases to make sure 
they don’t have criminal re-
cords, show up on sex offend-
er registries, or appear on a list 
of suspected terrorists.

David Kriesman, a spokes-
man for the Cabdrivers United 
union, agreed that fingerprint 
background checks are the 
“most accurate method to en-
sure someone is who they say 
they are.”

“We’re opposed to any ef-
fort that would lower the stan-
dards for cab drivers and call 
it ‘leveling the playing field,’” 
Kriesman said.
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SPEARMAN
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SQN Associate Editor Kevin Sawyer interviews Spearman in the SQ Media Center

More women and mothers winding up behind bars
By Joe Garcia

Journalism Guild Writer

As the female population 
behind bars continues to rise 
nationally, so does the num-
ber of mothers. Consequently, 
their children face traumatic 
and lengthy separations from 
their primary caregiver, ac-
cording to a report in the Chi-
cago Tribune. 

“When you incarcerate 
women, you incarcerate the 
whole family,” said Lavette 
Mayes, a woman who spent 
more than a year in Cook 
County Jail because she had 
no way to raise $25,000 for 
bail on a domestic aggravated 
assault charge.

In Illinois, the number of 
women being booked into 
Cook County Jail steadily de-
clined over the last few years 
– largely due to organized ef-
forts to keep bail affordable 
so that families can remain 
intact, the Tribune reported.

“It tears your family apart,” 
said Mayes, a mother of two. 
“And when you get out, it tears 
your family apart again.”

Mayes missed two consecu-
tive Mother’s Days, an eighth-
grade graduation, birthdays 
and her daughter’s dance per-
formances before the courts 
agreed to lower her bail.  She 
then relied on the Chicago 
Community Bond Fund, a 
nonprofit organization, to pay 

most of it so she could return 
home to her family.

Both her children still 
worry that their mom might 
disappear again whenever she 
leaves the house, Mayes said 
in the Tribune article.

“It took two years out of my 
life, out of my family, out of 
my community,” she said. “It 
was like birthing them again.  
I had never been away from 
them for that amount of time.”

“I think that the emotional 
trauma of leaving children 
is almost too hard to put into 
words,” said Jennifer Vollen-
Katz, executive director of the 
John Howard Association, a 
group that watchdogs correc-
tional facilities, policies and 

Spearman said over the last 
year, High Desert has launched 
rehabilitative programs in its 
different facilities. Because 
of that, he said some inmates 
have “tapped out” of involve-
ment with criminal behavior in 
the prison.

“When a man has hope, he 
tends to carefully evaluate his 
decisions in prison,” Spearman 
said. “These (inmates) do want 
to avail themselves to whatever 
they can do to be a good per-
son.”

“We want more productive 
programs,” Spearman added. 
“I’m appealing to anyone who 
would like to give back or help 
those incarcerated—any entre-
preneurs.”

He also said he wants people 
on the outside to help him fa-
cilitate the rehabilitation of 
maximum security inmates.

“I’m looking for that,” 
Spearman said. “Call me at 
530-251-5100, extension 5505 
or send me an email at marion.
spearman@cdcr.ca.gov.” 

In December 2015, the Of-

fice of the Inspector General 
(OIG) released a 120-page re-
port on the prison. The report 
described claims of miscon-
duct by staff, such as overt rac-
ism and excessive use of force 
on inmates.

The California Senate Com-
mittee on Rules ordered the 
OIG report after numerous 
complaints were filed by in-
mates.

“I don’t think anyone ex-
pected it (the report) to be 
as scathing as it was,” Hans 
Hemann, chief of staff for Sen. 
Loni Hancock, D-Berkeley, 
told the Los Angeles Times.

The OIG concluded that the 
misconduct by staff was traced 
to a small percentage of active 
participants, many of whom 
were currently under investi-
gation.

Spearman didn’t dispute the 
OIG report, but added that 90 
percent of the inmates at High 
Desert want to do their time 
and go home. He said it’s the 
other 10 percent who continue 
to engage in gang activity, 
weapons and contraband.

When the OIG released its 
report, then-California De-
partment of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation (CDCR) Sec-

retary Jeffrey Beard said in 
a written statement, “We do 
not tolerate staff misconduct 
of any kind and will take ap-
propriate action to hold all em-
ployees accountable.” 

“I’m appealing 
to anyone who 

would like to give 
back or help those 

incarcerated—
any entrepreneurs”

The Association of State 
Correctional Administrators 
(ASCA) also looked at High 
Desert. Its findings were later 
submitted to CDCR as a 115-
page report in September 2016.

“It is widely believed among 
High Desert staff that the war-
den (Spearman) was sent to 
High Desert to fire people,” the 
report said. “That belief was 
reinforced when he terminated 
several officers shortly after he 
arrived.”

Spearman, however, was 
“carrying out decisions that 

had been made well before he 
came on the scene,” the ASCA 
report said.

“High Desert has had 15 
wardens in the 21 years of its 
operation,” the ASCA report 
said. “This turnover at the top 
has left the staff without a clear 
sense of direction, and in par-
ticular unaware of the change 
toward rehabilitation in the de-
partment’s mission.”

“A leader can have a vision, 
but if staff doesn’t embrace 
it, it won’t work,” Spearman 
said. “Staff have made it work. 
They’ve embraced the reha-
bilitation concept.”

He said they’re no longer fo-
cused on “management prob-
lems.”  

According to the ASCA 
report, “Several senior staff 
commented that they like the 
warden’s style much more than 
that of his predecessors.”  

However, the ASCA report 
noted that some staff felt “be-
trayed because (CDCR) head-
quarters did not respond more 
defensively to the OIG report.” 
Some example of comments in 
that report were:

• “Shame on HQ for not 
defending us.” 

• “We do our best to 

maintain the line be-
tween order and anar-
chy and are criticized 
for it.” 

• “We’re seen as evil and 
are being attacked and 
our leaders aren’t de-
fending us.”

• “I took the OIG report 
personally both as a 
community member 
and an HDSP officer, 
and I’m really pissed 
that there was no pub-
lic response from HQ.”

“It really hurt staff bad,” 
Spearman said of the OIG re-
port.

“In March of 2016, CDCR 
Secretary Scott Kernan re-
quested ASCA to conduct its 
independent assessment of 
High Desert,” the report said. 
“The request was based in part 
on conflicting reports Secre-
tary Kernan had received from 
his agency and stakeholder 
groups.”

After the ASCA report was 
published, San Quentin News 
erroneously reported that the 
negative findings about High 
Desert came from the ASCA 
report when, in fact, some of 
those findings were made by 
the OIG report. The follow-

ing month, San Quentin News 
published a correction. 

Since then, Spearman has 
been on a mission to set the 
record straight, not only to 
defend his staff but the institu-
tion, the prisoners who want to 
program, and the Susanville 
community.

Spearman started his career 
with the CDCR at Mule Creek 
State Prison as a correctional 
officer in 1987. He transferred 
to Pleasant Valley State Prison 
and was promoted to sergeant, 
lieutenant and associate war-
den in 1995. He then went to 
CTF Soledad in 2011 where he 
became chief deputy warden, 
and later warden in 2012. On 
January 18, 2016, he accepted 
a lateral transfer to High Des-
ert. Spearman holds a BA and 
MA in criminology from Cali-
fornia State University Fresno. 

Spearman said he has re-
quested the OIG to do a fol-
low-up report on the prison 
and welcomes the outcome, 
because things have changed 
during his time as warden at 
High Desert State Prison.

A more in-depth version of 
this article appears on www.
sanquentinnews.com

—Kevin Sawyer

By Wayne Boatwright
Staff Writer

Under the guise of stop-
ping sexual predators and 
human trafficking, the FBI 
coordinates annual sting op-
erations with local law en-
forcement agencies.  

The FBI states its “pri-
mary goal is to recover chil-
dren” through Operation 
Cross Country (OCC), an 
operation it has conducted 
for over a decade.

The line between victim, 
bystander or perpetrator is 
blurry for these operations, 
states Reason Magazine.

“The vice agents pretty 
much just took me to my par-
ent’s house and dropped me 
off,” said a 17-year-old when 
swept up in OCC. “Never 

offered any counseling, any 
emotional/physical support. 
They just wanted to get me 
out of their way.”

When the agents realized 
she was only 17, they con-
verted her from prostitute 
to “victim” in their tally and 
simply took her home.

Swept up again in the 2017 
OCC, having turned 18, she 
was arrested for prostitution 
(a misdemeanor) and pos-
sessing a small quality of 
marijuana (a felony in her 
state).

“I’m a single mother with 
a felony and I will be labeled 
as a loser and a whore for the 
rest of my life,” she said.  

The young women’s actual 
experience stands in contrast 
to FBI Director Christopher 
Wray’s announcement of 

OCC XI results as it “isn’t 
just about taking traffick-
ers off the street. It’s about 
making sure we offer help 
and a way out to these young 
victims who find themselves 
caught in a vicious cycle of 
abuse.”

“Mere months ago, she 
was being exploited. Today, 
for the same behavior, she’s a 
criminal,” concluded Eliza-
beth Nolan Brown, Reason 
Magazine’s associate editor.

While 2016’s OCC X re-
sulted in the arrest of nearly 
1,000, fewer than a dozen 
were booked on federal 
charges. None of these fed-
eral charges involved chil-
dren being sex trafficked 
by force or threat, accord-
ing to Reason Magazine. 
This result compares to an 

Stings entangle sex workers between victims and perpetrators

Photo by Harold Meeks

SQN Editor in Chief Richard Richardson with Spearman at the Garden Chapel

practices.
When parents are locked 

up, their children can end up 
in foster care or housed with 
a distant relative—scenarios 
that usually scar the child psy-
chologically and emotionally.

Histories of domestic vio-
lence and/or sexual abuse 
pose even greater challenges 
to incarcerated mothers, ex-
plained Debra Pogrund Stark, 
a director of John Marshall 
Law School’s Domestic Vio-
lence Clinic. Most often, the 
mother serves as protector in 
households suffering from do-
mestic violence, and when she 
is incarcerated, that protection 
goes away.

“In terms of kids, when 

children have lived in a fam-
ily with domestic violence, 
even when they’re not directly 
abused, it’s incredibly trau-
matic for them,” Stark said. 
“And a mitigating factor is 
when a protective parent is 
able to be that protective par-
ent.”

This May marked the fifth 
annual Incarcerated Moth-
er’s Day Vigil outside the 
Cook County Jail, an event 
sponsored by Moms United 
Against Violence and Incar-
ceration. Moms United pro-
vides charity drives for toys 
and other much-needed sup-
plies, as well as family bus 
rides so children can visit their 
moms in prison.

The vigil acknowledges all 
mothers who are separated 
from their children through 
some sort of legal incarcera-
tion, not just prison, but also 
deportation centers and parole 
restrictions. The event “is all 
about honoring survival and 
honoring motherhood,” said 
Holly Krig, the organizing 
director for Moms United 
and cofounder of the Chicago 
Community Bond Fund.

Stark believes that mothers 
who commit crimes should 
still be held accountable for 
their actions. “But frankly,” 
she says, “we should be 
throwing resources at people 
without throwing them into 
jail.”

average of more than 7,000 
felony charges of all types 
per month in Los Angeles 
County.

Not all federal programs 
have such results. The Na-
tional Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children says law-
enforcement agencies have 
identified at least 9,400 juve-
nile victims of online sexual 
exploitation since 2013. In 
the preceding decade, there 
were about 5,000 such iden-
tifications, which officials 
call “rescues” because the 
children are often removed 
from abusive environments, 
according to the Wall Street 
Journal.

Based on work by a U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE), agent, 
Jim Cole, ICE founded a vic-

tim identification program 
outside Washington with 
a high-tech computer lab, 
where analysts digest tips, 
examine evidence and send 
reports to the field. 

The effort has earned 
praise from advocates and 
from victims and their fami-
lies, who say survivors can-
not begin to recover until 
they are discovered.

“The psychological inju-
ries are lifelong and affect 
their functioning in family 
life, work life, everything,” 
said Carol Hepburn, a law-
yer who has represented 
more than a dozen people 
who were sexually exploited 
as children. “It means so 
much to the families and the 
victims to know that law en-
forcement had been looking 

for them. Jim has been a big 
part of that effort.”

“We had been approach-
ing this all wrong,” said 
Cole, a former policeman 
and U.S. Army intelligence 
officer. “I saw how impactful 
this all was, how much they 
appreciated how hard we 
tried to find her [a victim]. I 
realized we need to be look-
ing at these cases in a victim-
centered way. I also thought 
it would not only help us 
find the victims, but also the 
abuser.”

According to Cole, identi-
fying the victims had multi-
ple benefits. The children got 
badly needed psychological 
support, they were removed 
from hostile environments, 
and the offenders were often 
apprehended.
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Kid CAT Speaks!

Kid CAT curriculum now available
Attention Readers: Kid 

CAT Childhood develop-
ment curriculum and facili-
tator manual is now avail-
able. 

If you are interested in cre-
ating a Kid CAT branch/youth 
offender support group at your 
institution, please have your 
sponsor/volunteer or commu-
nity partnership manager con-
tact Kid CAT Speaks c/o San 
Quentin News, 1 Main Street 
San Quentin, CA 94964 for a 
copy of our curriculum and fa-
cilitators manual.

The curriculum’s objective 
is to help participants address 
the root causes of criminal 
thinking, childhood trauma 
and violent behavior. It 
accomplishes this by helping 
participants explore three 
phases of their lives:

• Past (childhood to 
pre-conviction)

• Present   
(current 
incarceration) 

• Future (post-release). 
The 26-week curriculum 

is broken into eight modules: 
• Masculinity 
• Self-identity
• Identifying emotions
• Consequences 
• Communication
• Environmental 

influences
• Compassion
• Empathy and 

forgiveness
A typical session consists 

of written assignments, self-
exploration, lectures and 
group discussion.

Kid CAT and The Beat Within hold monthly writing workshops. The 
Beat Within conducts writing workshops in juvenile detention cen-
ters throughout the country. Kid CAT Speaks will publish one topic 
each month. Your writing should reflect a positive message that Au-
gust help the youth make a better decision in life. Your stories will be 
read by the youth in detention centers. If published, you will receive 
a free copy of the publication. Your story can make a difference. Tell 
The Beat Within you read about them in Kid CAT Speaks! 

“100 percent dissatisfaction brings about 100 percent change. – 
Elijah Muhammad (1897-1975.) Muhammad was an African-American 
religious leader and mentor to Malcolm X, Louis Farrakhan, and Mu-
hammad Ali. As you look at your own life, as well as the world we live 
in, would you agree with this quote?

The Beat Within
P.O. Box 34310
San Francisco, CA 94134

Dear Kid CAT,
My name is Mike, and I’m a youth offender under SB260. Before SB260, I didn’t have hope, but 

now I feel like I’m going home. After being incarcerated 20 years, I’ve finally started accomplishing 
positive things in my life. I’ve let go of my gang mentality, and gained back my individuality. When I 
went to my consultation in 2016, the commissioner told me that I’m a prime candidate to be found 
suitable for parole on my initial hearing as long as I stay on this course of positive programming. 

So this story is of a person who was once hopeless, but I turned that around by getting honest 
with myself, not caring what the so-called homies have to say. Now my reality is I’ll be found suitable 
come 2021, and that reality is keeping me focused. So my message is get over that perception, and 
I promise you’ll go home. 

 
Dear Michael,

Thank you for your positive message of personal transformation and growth. It is too often a 
sad reality that a lot of young people coming into prison get reinforced with the negative message 
of gang mentality. Fortunately, with recent changes in juvenile justice reform in California, positive 
change and personal transformation is no longer stigmatized but encouraged by the changing men-
tality of both young and old inmates. Keep up the good work and continue sharing your story to help 
those around you reach the level of growth and maturity you have achieved.

Borey Ai is out of prison, but he’s still not a free man
By Kate Wolffe

U.C. Berkeley Journalism 
Student

Borey (PJ) Ai has served his 
sentence in the California pris-
on system, but he is not yet a 
free man. Even as he walks the 
streets of San Francisco and 
rejoins his family in Stockton, 
he can’t loosen up, can’t let his 
guard down.

“This could be temporary. 
Any day this could be taken 
away,” said Ai, who is under 
the supervision of Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) and could at any 
time be deported to Cambodia, 
a country he has never set foot 
in. A black GPS ankle monitor 
sits just above his right Nike, 
sending his whereabouts to 
ICE officers.

Jonathan Simon, profes-
sor at the UC Berkeley Law 
School and a member of the 
Haas Institute’s Diversity and 
Democracy research cluster, 
says that most public attention 
has been focused on deport-
ees who have committed non-
violent crimes, but he believes 
that ex-offenders facing depor-
tation after committing violent 
crimes deserve consideration 
if they have genuinely been 
rehabilitated.

“While his crime was seri-
ous and violent, he has under-
taken the very hard work of 
recovery and earned parole at 
a time when that requires de-
finitive evidence of remorse 
and rehabilitation,” Simon said 
in an email.

A few months before he was 
scheduled to be released, Ai 
got word that he had an im-
migration hold. As an undocu-
mented immigrant who had 
committed a felony, he was 
likely to be deported. Before 

this news, he had had no idea 
that he was a citizen of Cambo-
dia. He doesn’t speak Khmer 
and has no surviving family in 
the country. When he left San 
Quentin, ICE agents were at 
the gates waiting for him. 

“I’m a permanent resident. 
I didn’t know about my im-
migration consequences at all 
until they came to pick me up,” 
Ai said. 

Although Ai, 37, has Cam-
bodian nationality, he was 
born in a Thai refugee camp 
in 1981 to parents who were 
fleeing the Khmer Rouge re-
gime. When he was four, his 
parents relocated the family 
to Santa Ana, California, and 
from there north to Stockton. 
The area they settled in was 
marked by violence, and the Ai 
family spoke no English. 

When he was in first grade, 
Ai saw his seven-year-old 
cousin and four other children 
shot to death in the Cleve-
land Elementary School mass 
shooting. “I never felt safe 
in America, but now I was 
numb to everything,” Ai said 
in a 2016 interview with San 
Quentin News.

The violence in Cambodia 
had traumatized his parents, 
and both suffered from PTSD. 
Ai said his father was a gam-
bling and alcohol addict and 
his mother was overburdened 
with six kids to raise. Search-
ing for community, Ai started 
running with a gang in Stock-
ton at age 10. He was a full-
fledged gang member by age 
12. 

Two years later, Ai was try-
ing to impress older friends, 
and joined them when they 
asked him to rob a store with 
them. During the robbery, Ai 
said he killed the owner of the 
store. He turned himself in, 
was tried as an adult, and at 
age 14, he was sentenced to 25 
years to life for second-degree 

murder with a gun enhance-
ment. Ultimately, Ai served 20 
years before he was deemed 
suitable for parole in 2016. 

In prison, Ai became a 
model of rehabilitation, ac-
cording to many prison staff. 
He became a leader in numer-
ous volunteer programs, such 
as San Quentin’s SQUIRES, 
which mentors at-risk youth, 
and facilitated classes to help 
incarcerated men process 
trauma through programs 
like Restoring Our Original 
True Selves (ROOTS), Guid-
ing Rage Into Power (GRIP) 
and Kid C.A.T., a program 
for juvenile offenders. He also 
started a chapter of Criminal 
Gang Members Anonymous 
(CGA) at San Quentin, and co-
founded a leadership ambassa-
dor class.

Ai also became a California 
certified rape and crisis coun-
selor with Bay Area Women 
Against Rape (Bay-WAR), a 
domestic violence counselor 
with GRIP, and a certified ad-
diction treatment counselor. 
In addition, he appeared with 
other juvenile lifers in a 2015 
documentary called The Mask 
You Live In which addresses 
the issue of masculinity. In 
prison, Ai thought of himself 
as a “community health ad-
vocate” and looked forward to 
continuing his work when he 
was released from San Quen-
tin.

Ai’s case is not unique. It is 
one of many in a ramping up of 
deportations in recent months. 
In early April, 43 Cambodians, 
many of whom fled as children, 
were separated from their fam-
ilies and repatriated to Cam-
bodia. According to The New 
York Times, ICE tracks 1,900 
Cambodians who are subject 
to orders of removal from the 
United States. Since 2002, 600 
Cambodians who were perma-
nent residents have been sent 

back to Cambodia.
“A lot of people don’t real-

ize that even if you’re a per-
manent resident that you can 
be deported,” Ai’s lawyer Jean 
Lantz, an immigration special-
ist, said. “Some of the compel-
ling things about (Ai’s) story 
do not have legal significance 
to the immigration board.”

To Simon, these deporta-
tions amount to exile. “The 
real reason to reject deporta-
tion in such cases is that do-
ing so is cruel and unusual 
punishment and disrespects 
human dignity,” he said. “To 
exile them from the only social 
world they have ever really 
known is to tear asunder the 
social ties and cultural knowl-
edge that makes a truly human 
life possible”. 

During the 18 months he 
was in ICE detention, Ai felt 
powerless, he said. Kept in 
Sacramento’s Rio Cosumnes 
Correctional Center, Ai says 
he was shocked and damaged 
by the center’s purposeful 
sleep deprivation tactics and 

inhospitable surroundings. He 
didn’t have opportunities to 
exercise or engage in the work 
that gave him purpose when 
at San Quentin. “It was physi-
cally and spiritually breaking 
me down,” he said.

Ai is on the outside be-
cause once his removal order 
became final, the government 
could only detain him if his 
removal was imminent. The 
government decided to re-
lease him until the time comes 
that ICE can deport him to 
Cambodia. His community, 
including the Asian Prisoner 
Support Committee (APSC), 
where he works as an intern, 
has rallied behind him. Al-
though Ai’s community has 
worked to fight his removal 
order, they are running out of 
options. They have appealed 
the removal by the Immigra-
tion Board to a federal ap-
peals court, arguing that his 
deportation would violate the 
Convention Against Torture 
treaty. Ai is also seeking clem-
ency from the governor, which 

would remove the grounds for 
his removal from the U.S.

During the war, in order 
to survive, Ai’s mother and 
aunt were forced to become 
a part of the Khmer Rouge 
regime. He fears that that his-
tory would haunt him if he 
were to be sent to Cambodia, 
where the wounds of the war 
in Southeast Asia are still yet 
to heal.

‘Welcome Home!’ mes-
sages cover the Facebook page 
that Ai has set up for himself. 
There are messages from fam-
ily and friends and people he 
has met along the way, wish-
ing him luck and expressing 
eagerness to reconnect on the 
outside. His network is wide 
and composed of the formerly 
incarcerated, activists and 
family.

“This is my country,” PJ 
said. “I’ve lived here since I 
was four. I pledged allegiance 
to the flag when I was a kid. 
Sending me back is another 
punishment. I already did my 
time.”

Photo courtesy of Ben Wang
Tung Nguyen, Borey Ai, Ben Wang and Kasi Chakravartula

Kid CAT (Creating Awareness Together) is a group of men who committed their crimes in their teens and were sentenced as adults to life terms. The group’s 
mission is to inspire humanity through education, mentorship and restorative practices. Kid CAT Speaks wants to hear from all offenders, educators, and 
policymakers concerning juvenile justice issues and rehabilitation. Contact us at San Quentin News, Attn: Kid CAT Speaks, 1 Main St., San Quentin, CA 94964.

By Marcus Henderson
Journalism Guild Chair-

man

San Quentin’s Kid CAT 
group and the Project Avary 
organization are preparing 
for the Second Annual “Walk 
for the Next Generation” on 
the prison’s Lower Yard.

The event brings sup-
port and solidarity to chil-
dren of incarcerated parents. 
The men of San Quentin 
march alongside Project Av-
ary alumni and staff to raise 
money that provides long-
term aid for the children.

“We intervene early in the 
lives of kids at the ages of 8 to 
11, and we make a long-term 

10-year commitment to each 
child and family,” said Zach 
Whelan, Project Avary’s ex-
ecutive director.

Project Avary is a year-
round program. It provides 
a summer camp for the chil-
dren so they can connect with 
the outdoors. The program 
has weekly weekend outings 
and retreats throughout the 
school year for the kids. 

Project Avary is a commu-
nity where kids find support 
with other kids who are going 
through similar experiences 
because they have an incar-
cerated parent.

This year’s event prom-
ises to be bigger than the last. 
Your attendance and donation 

would truly be welcomed.

2nd ANNUAL PROJECT 
AVARY MARCH 
FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION

Saturday, Sept. 8, 
2018, at 9 a.m. 

There will be testimoni-
als, music, poetry, spoken 
word and rapping. Come 
and meet some of the young 
adults whose lives have been 
changed by Project Avary.

Please join us by partici-
pating in the march and/or 
donating money.

Supporters can donate at 
www.projectavary.org/san-
quentinwalks

Project Avary sets benefit march

www.sanquentinnews.com Page 5SAN QUENTIN NEWSAugust 2018



Letters to the Editor
“I have been receiving the SQ News for several years and am continually 
impressed by the way it offers articles for both those on the inside and 
those on the outside, educating both groups about the other.”

 -- June McKay

The Terrible Bullet
Bullet can I ask you a question

Why are you so terrible
In the wake of your onslaught things turn horrible

See how you rip through bodies and kill so many dreamers 
Just a ripple from the trigger sends blood flowing in streams

Made by man but yet given a life of your own
You are not the solution because you break up many a happy home

People dealing with issues thinking that you can solve them
Yet in the end you become their greatest problem

Look at the damage that you do to their world
Taking the lives of innocent boys and girls
Oh bullet they say that you do to the world
But yet in life you play such a deadly game 

You have no eyes so therefore you cannot see
Blind to the fact that you are killing off humanity

I wonder if you knew your crimes would you respect
And if so would claim that the deaths you caused wasn’t meant

Would you just blame man and absolve yourself of guilt
Wrapping your consequences are so real

Nothing but a piece of steel
Yet your fatal consequences are so real

I must ask of those whom have emotions that feel
Why has the bullet been given the power to kill

Not even knowing those whom it may slay
Yet those precious lives will not live to see another day
Recently I read about a child that was shot and killed

I guess they had to go because this what heaven willed
But why were you so unsympathetic in what you did

Do you not realize that the life you took was that of a kid
Oh mighty bullet let me ask you another question

Because  everyday your deadly  deeds be having me guessing
I wonder at your worth but still can not figure it out.

Death and destruction is what you are all about
Look at how tore through that woman’s heart.

Ripping her entire family apart
Then you have theses greedy businessmen that become a gun dealer

Them as well the triggerman is the real killer
Look at the precious metal

But it is used for the wrong purpose by the devil
He destroys the souls that he posses 

Even the killer kills a part of themselves in the process
So bullet who do you answer to

Is destruction the only way that you pay your due
All it takes is a pull of the trigger to unleash your fury

Shutting down all the factories that makes bullets would be the best theory
Because a lifeless bullet can take a life on its own

Once released into the air it is terror prone traveling at the seed of light
All it takes is one bullet to end a life

Causing grief and destroying so much
A lot of havoc can be reaped from a bullets touch

Man fingers the trigger and then pulls it
Little does he realize the endless consequence of the terrible bullet

Bobby Bostic Jefferson City Correctional Center, Jefferson City, MO. 651015-4-18

By Wayne Boatwright
Staff Writer

Darnell “Moe” Washington 
has walked the path of restor-
ative justice by confronting 
a fellow inmate who had as-
saulted his aunt, sending her to 
the hospital, in a drug-induced 
rage in 2015.

The person who attacked 
his aunt was transferred to San 
Quentin. Washington, relying 
on his Restorative Justice ex-
perience, approached the per-
petrator and engaged him in 
a discussion of his crime. He 
was able to put the techniques 
into practice. 

“Forgiving someone who 
committed an atrocious crime 
against your loved one is hard 
to do, but the offender will live 
in your head until you do,” 
Washington said in the 2016 
San Quentin Restorative Jus-
tice Symposium.

Washington has worked as 
a Restorative Justice facilitator 
for more than four years at San 
Quentin. 

Over the past few years, 
stories abound about powerful 
men ― from Harvey Wein-
stein, Charlie Rose to Matt 
Lauer ― who have abused 

their authority for sexual grat-
ification. Women who reject 
and resist this unwanted pres-
sure have launched the #metoo 
movement to provide a mecha-
nism of protest.

Given the avalanche of ac-
cusations of sexual harass-
ment/assault revealed by the 
#metoo movement, the San 
Quentin News decided to sit 
down with Washington and 
ask what Restorative Justice 
could add to the conversa-
tion.

Moe Washington: The re-
storative justice philosophy 
from THE Little BOOK of 
Restorative Justice, written by 
Barb Toews, provides a mech-
anism to bring the women 
healing and for men to take ac-
countability for their actions.

SQN: What are the key el-
ements of restorative justice 
you think apply to the prob-
lem of sexual harassment?

Key restorative justice el-
ements focus on Harm and 
Accountability, Participation, 
and to Restore and Heal all in-
volved. In the Little BOOK, a 
chapter talks about the offend-
er, his family and community 
and also the victim, the vic-
tim’s family and community. 

So when the accusations about 
Charlie Rose and Matt Lauer 
came out, I thought this would 
be a perfect opportunity to 
practice restorative justice.  

SQN: How would you rec-
ommend a sexual harass-
ment claim be dealt with?  

It is not about one indi-
vidual. We need to consider 
the full range of the impact of 
these wrong acts. In the public 
eye, you have some of the most 
popular men in news report-
ing, their wives, children and 
community. Then you have 
their victims, their families 
and communities. Just imag-
ine how the victim is feeling 
now? She is afraid to show her 
face because people may look 
at her as destroying someone’s 
career, or question whether 
she’s being truthful. 

Then there’s the accused. 
How do his friends, who 
looked at him as a role model, 
and talked so highly of him, 
feel about him now? What 
about their families? How do 
the friends and family of the 
spouse consider her if she stays 
married? They have children 
who are in school, so you can 
only imagine the teasing and 
torment their children are go-

Restorative Justice finds a role in the #metoo movement
ing through from their class-
mates. Consider how a com-
munity looks at the accused 
now – would they even want 
him to be a part of their com-
munity anymore?

SQN: How would a Re-
storative Justice philosophy 
resolve this situation?

I believe restorative justice 
can play an important part 
in the healing process for all 
those impacted. Restorative 
justice is a “need-based” un-
derstanding of justice. 

The questions are first asked 
of victims. But these questions 
are also asked of the other jus-
tice participants – the offend-
ers, both families and the com-
munities.

Restorative Justice asks:
Who has been hurt?
What does she or he need?
Who should be involved in 

meeting those needs?
What is the best way to re-

pair the harm and meet those 
needs?

SQN: Will Restorative 
Justice work with a power 
imbalance between the par-
ties?

YES. This has worked with 
gang members, rape victims, 
people with family members 
murdered. We have seen it 
work between African Ameri-
cans and Klan member, Hutus 
and Tutsis in Rwanda even 
where whole families in their 
hundreds of thousands have 
been murdered, raped and mu-
tilated.

SQN: What is unique 
about this process?

If offenders like Charlie 
Rose and Matt Lauer would be 
willing to have a face-to-face 

dialogue with their accusers, 
giving the victims the op-
portunity to have their voices 
heard and to express how they 
felt violated, and the hurt and 
pain they have experienced. 
Then the accused could take 
accountability for their actions 
and at the same time explain 
why they felt empowered to do 
the things they did. Only then 
can society get to the root of 
the problem.  

SQN: What is the biggest 
challenge to implementing 
Restorative Justice?

The challenge is creating 
an environment where both 
parties are willing to come to-
gether and meet face-to-face. 
Often, both the victim and the 
perpetrator are reluctant.  

SQN: How would you re-
spond to those that fear a 
restorative justice process 
would only absolve those in 
power of their guilt so as to 
enhance their reputation by 
“manning up” and listening 
to their victims?

I would say that by not com-
ing forward and publically fac-
ing their accusers, they would 
not feel any guilt. The only 
way for them to feel the guilt 
and shame of what they did to 
their victims is to sit face-to-
face with them. They women 
have held these feelings in for 
so long and been quite about 
what happened to them out 
of fear. I believe that experi-
ence will empower victims of 
power men by requiring these 
men to publically answer these 
questions.

This is even more important 
with powerful men that don’t 
regularly have to answer to 

anyone.
As a Restorative Justice Fa-

cilitator, I have heard so many 
victims/survivors say they 
have some many questions 
they wanted answered by the 
offender. After getting those 
answers, the survivors say 
they feel able to start on their 
healing journey. If we never 
get the answer of why and 
what lead these powerful men 
to do these things, how will we 
ever be able to repair the harm 
and meet the needs of these 
victims? How else can we 
make sure this type of crime 
doesn’t happen to others?

SQN: How would this 
bring healing to those im-
pacted?

I believe this process would 
bring these survivors more 
healing because the accused 
will directly hear their voices 
as well as other men who have 
committed sexual harassment/
assault. They could be an ex-
ample for other men to come 
forward and take accountabil-
ity for their actions, so these 
women could start on their 
healing journey. 

Because right now the 
women make an accusation, 
the men are fired from their 
jobs and shamed or make an 
apology over twitter and that’s 
it.

SQN: What are the goals of 
the Restorative Justice Group?

This restorative justice ap-
proach would seek to restore 
and heal these women. We 
have to try something new. So 
let’s all work together to make 
this right, America, and not let 
this turn into another political 
fight.

By Charles Stanley Longley
Journalism Guild Writer

The solitary confinement 
program in Virginia’s prisons 
is chastised in a new ACLU 
report for its inhumane con-
ditions, according to the 
Washington Post.

Disciplinary segregation, 
special housing and admin-
istrative segregation are also 
considered to be solitary con-
finement by the ACLU.

“It simply doesn’t matter 
what you call it. The impact 
of the practice on people is 
exactly the same,” said Claire 
Gastanaga, ACLU executive 
director.

During solitary confine-
ment, prisoners are housed in 
small cells for 22 to 24 hours 
a day with reduced or no 
natural light and little human 
contract. They have restric-
tions on reading material, 
visits, TV and radio as well, 
according to the report. 

Putting inmates in solitary 
confinement is “allowing 
people to be treated worse 
than zoo animals,” said Da-
vid Smith, a former inmate.

Smith said he was confined 
in a windowless 12-foot by 
6-foot cell for more than 16 
months in the Norfolk City 
Jail. He was allowed to exer-
cise every two weeks in the 
prison’s in-door gym, said 
the article. 

“It’s a place of fear and iso-
lation,” said Smith. 

Virginia’s Department of 
Corrections disputed ACLU’s 
findings. Lisa Kinney, the 
department’s spokesperson, 
said the state has a long-term 
restrictive housing program 
without the use of solitary 
confinement.

Kinney also said the in-
mates have reading materi-
als, out-of-cell recreation and 
classes.

“The Virginia Department 
of Corrections serves as a na-

tional model for the limited 
use of restrictive housing,” 
she said.

In Virginia, Kinney added, 
seriously mentally ill inmates 
cannot spend more than 30 
days in restrictive housing. 
It is rare for offenders to be 
released from long-term re-
strictive housing back into 
the community, she said.

In 2011, the Virginia De-
partment of Corrections 
implemented a “step down” 
program, meaning that in-
mates can get out of solitary 
confinement through good 
behavior. This was a part of 
reforms at Red Onion and 
Wallens Ridge State Prisons, 
meant to reduce the number 
of people held in “adminis-
trative segregation.” 

Additionally, a DOJ rec-
ommendation for a program 
that diverts those with seri-
ous mental illness from re-
strictive housing was imple-
mented in 2016.

Virginia disputes ACLU 
charges of harsh treatment

By Sergio Chavez
Journalism Guild Writer 

Kern Valley State Prison 
(KVSP) is the latest Cali-
fornia facility to upgrade its 
smoke detection technology 
to improve the safety of in-
mates and staff. 

Traditional in-duct smoke 
detectors are prone to ac-
cumulate dirt and dust that 
can cause the fire detection 
system to malfunction and 
issue false alarms. This can 
become such a nuisance that 
officers begin to ignore the 
alarms or disconnect them 
entirely, according to a Cor-
rections.com article.

“A large number of false 
alarms can be triggered when 
accumulated dust and dirt 
cover the sensors,” co-found-
er of Intelligent Fire Systems 
& Solutions, Inc., Queen 
Gonzalez told Corrections.
com.

Intelligent Fire Systems & 
Solutions won the bid to re-
place the old system.

The advanced aspiring 
smoke-detection system in-
stalled at KVSP can distin-
guish between smoke, fire 
and other airborne contami-
nates through laser sensors 
The aspiring smoke detec-
tion system is located in 
small, flexible tubing inside 

air ducts, where it collects air 
samples to analyze.

The new system is sup-
posed to enhance safety at the 
institution by speeding detec-
tion, investigation, fire sup-
pression, security manage-
ment and evacuation, reports 
Corrections.com.

According to Gonzalez, in-
mates will tamper with smoke 
detectors if they can, so Intel-
ligent Fire Systems & Solu-
tions’ detectors have a fault 
signal that notifies authorities 
when airflow is blocked.

Corrections.com reports 
the new system is also easier 
to clean, maintain and in-
spect.

Kern Valley Prison upgrades
its smoke detection equipment
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By Rahsaan Thomas
Staff Writer

Artists incarcerated at San 
Quentin used their talent 
to raise money for cancer 
research at Cords Gallery 
during a First Friday art walk 
in Oakland.

“I’ve been so inspired by 
the work of men inside who 
want to give back to their 
community and give back 
in creative ways, to not just 
support each other inside but 
to make an impact on the 
lives of folks in the greater 
community outside,” said 
Samantha Feld, a member 
of the San Quentin Compas-
sionate Accountability Re-
sponsibly Expressed through 
Service (SQ CARES) com-
mittee that organized the 
event.

On May 4, artwork made 
by men at San Quentin lined 

a wall at Cords Gallery. Pric-
es ranged from $40 to $150 
to raise money for the Wom-
en’s Cancer Resource Center 
(WCRC).

WCRC provides finan-
cial support and therapy for 
women fighting cancer and 
for their families..

“Your generosity directly 
impacts our success in meet-
ing our clients’ needs,” said 
Christine Sinnott, develop-
ment manager of the WCRC.

SQ CARES raised almost 
$1,200 last year.

“Every gift we receive 
helps ease the burden for 
those living with cancer in 
real and concrete ways,” Sin-
nott said. “We are proud to 
partner with you in the ser-
vice of our mission, and we 
look forward to your contin-
ued support.” 

San Quentin CARES fun-
draising efforts include a 

two-day Cancer Walk on the 
prison yard.

The SQ CARES commit-
tee consists of incarcerated 
men like Stephen Pascascio, 
Juan “Carlos” Meza, Alexei 
“Peru” Ruiz, Ronell “Rauch” 
Draper, Edmond Richard-
son, “Khalifah” Christopher 
Christensen and others.

Because Christensen 
works as a clerk in the Arts 
in Corrections program, he 
took charge of recruiting 
artists and getting artwork 
cleared and to the gallery on 
time. Chris Bailey and Shan-
non Gordhamer handled the 
details on the outside.

At least 17 people donated 
31 pieces of art, Christensen 
said.

The event raised approxi-
mately $700 and helped 
bring awareness to the cause, 
using art as an icebreaker.

“It makes me feel proud of what I’m doing,” Pascascio 
said. “It gives me a desire to 
keep on working hard.”

Christensen, who clears 
$21 a month from his prison 
job after restitution, donated 
a Star Wars inspired paint-
ing called, “Ish’ta Meets Her 
Mother.” The price it fetched 
allowed him to contribute 
beyond what he could make 
working in prison.

“It means everything to 
me to be able give back,” 
Christensen said. “The life 
that I lived out there, I took 
and took and took. This is 
my only opportunity to give 
back because I might never 
get out and just sitting in 
prison doing time doesn’t re-
pay anything.”

Feld, Pascascio and Chris-
tensen all cite personal rea-
sons for wanting to help fight 

San Quentin artists raise money for the fight against cancer

Paintings done by San Quentin artists displayed at the Cords Gallery
File Photo

Kim Bailey and daughter Rachel talking with former SQ resident Clinton Martin (center)
File Photo

cancer.
“I think what is so spe-

cial about this project and 
the artwork is that it breaks 
through boundaries and bar-
riers and really demonstrates 
how breast cancer affects ev-
eryone, regardless whether 
you are incarcerated or your 
race or age or whether you’re 
inside or outside,” said Feld. 
“So many of us have been af-
fected by this disease.

“I lost my mother and 
grandmother to breast cancer 
and I came inside and real-
ized many face the same loss 
and experienced the same 
thing. And I have been very 
inspired by the commitment 
and creativity.”

Pascascio has family 
members affected by cancer 
including his mother, sisters, 
and an aunt. 

“They motivated me to do 
it,” Pascascio said.

Christensen said he saw 
how the fear of getting can-
cer affected his stepbrother’s 
wife. After her mom and sis-
ter died of breast cancer, she 
had a double mastectomy at 
27 years old as a safety pre-
caution.

SQ CARES sponsor Kim 
Bailey attended the art sale 
with her daughter Rachael. 
Formerly incarcerated SQ 
CARES members Clinton 
Martin and Phil Melendez 
also attended.

“It’s nice to see people 
who went home still sup-
porting our cause from out 
there,” Christensen said.

 -UC Berkeley 
graduate student Arielle 

Swedback contributed 
to this story.

NY’s Metropolitan Museum of Art comes to SQ for music inspiration
Representatives from New 

York’s Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, seeking music for a 
ballet production, traveled 
cross-country to hear from 
incarcerated artists. 

“Ear Hustle — that’s 
where I learned about the 
excellent talent and music 
people are making inside of 
prison,” said Limor Tomer, 
the general manager of live 
arts at the Met.

Ear Hustle, recorded inside 
San Quentin, tells the stories 
of people inside. Incarcerated 
person Earlonne Woods co-
hosts the show with Profes-
sor Nigel Poor. Multi-talent 
artists Antwan “Banks” Wil-
liams and David Jassy, a mu-
sic producer and rapper from 
Sweden, do the sound design.

“I think it’s big to even be 
in a conversation where Ear 
Hustle is contributing to the 
Met,” Woods commented. 
Then he smiled and added, 
“It goes to show how Ear 
Hustle can open you up to 
things you never thought of. 
To hear them talk about 5,000 
years of history makes me 
want to go see the show if I 
get out — right after watch-
ing ‘Ocean’s 8’.”

Tomer heard an Ear 
Hustle episode called “Audio 

Extras.” A band called 
Quentin Blue preformed 
“Dirty Water” while 
Williams, along with Eric 
“Maserati E” Abercrombie 
and AJ Gonzales, did a 
rendition of “Jingle Bells 
Rock” with their own twist, 
including the sound of a 
guard’s keys. That episode 
and music from a few others 
sparked the idea that guys 
inside should do renditions of 
spirituals for the production 
From the Spirits.

From the Spirits involves 
ballet, opera, spiritual mu-
sic and historic art. Accom-
plished New York City Ballet 
dancer Silas Farley performs 
classical ballet with his wife 
and muse Cassia and others 
to the sound of opera on the 
museum floor.

Farley is a tall Black man 
from North Carolina who fell 
in love with ballet when he 
was six years old. At 14, he 
earned a scholarship to the 
School of American Ballet in 
New York City. Straight out 
of high school, he became a 
professional ballet dancer, 
where he met his wife, an 
Austin, Texas, native. Now, at 
24, he’s the youngest and only 
Black faculty member at the 
School of American Ballet.

“If his wife is a ballerina, 
does that make Silas a bal-
lerino?” joked Woods.

Cassia, 26, came out of 
retirement to dance with her 
husband and other dancers 
on marble and stone floors in 
three sections of the museum 
— Ancient Middle Eastern 
Art, the Asia Wing and the 
American Sculptures Court.

In a show slotted for March 
2019, opera soprano Kelly 
Griffin and tenor Robert May 
are scheduled to sing spiritu-
als like “He’s Gotthe Whole 
World in his Hands.”

“Both have unique gifts of 
making unexpected connec-
tions,” Cassia said about her 
husband and Tomer.

Tomer first worked as a 
producer for the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music. She also 
worked for New York public 
radio station WNYC as the ex-
ecutive director of music. She 
started the radio show “Q2,” 
now called “New Sounds.”

She challenged Silas to in-
corporate music from guys at 
San Quentin into the piece. 
He accepted the task and 
held off choosing the last five 
songs until hearing the men 
at San Quentin.

“We thought spiritual 
songs would resonate with 

making new forms of art and 
the conditions here. I’m de-
termined to know more about 
these artists and bring their 
talent to more people like 
the podcast,” Tomer said. “I 
contacted Nigel through her 
address, and she got back to 
me.”

Poor, who set out with 
Ear Hustle to show that in-
carcerated people can work 
as colleagues with people in 
the community, responded, 
“Why do renditions? We have 
all these incredible musicians 
who can write new music for 
the piece.”

On June 11, Tomer, the 
Farleys and Met director of 
education programs Sandra 
Jackson-Dumont sat in the 
SQ media center and lis-
tened to artists perform for 
a chance to help create what 
Silas calls a “dialogue across 
time, space and art.”

The auditions turned into 
a Fame-like atmosphere. In-
stead of competing for the 
five spots, the artist joined in 
one another’s performances.

Gary Harrell played an 
instrumental harmonica 
solo that turned into an im-
promptu collaboration. Sing-
ers Richie Morris and Mike 
Adams added vocals. Charlie 

Spencer played the guitar and 
Gino Sevacos used his gui-
tar as a drum. The audience, 
made up of the rest of 12 acts, 
clapped.

Morris later performed 
as part of the band Quentin 
Blue along with Spencer. 
Additionally, Spencer did a 
solo song. Adams sang a duet 
with Joey Mason, and later 
performed a solo rendition 
of “How Great Is Our God” 
with the help of the other art-
ists adding music.

Before singing his solo 
piece “Reflections,” Gonza-
les sang a rhythm and blues 
chorus to Lemer “Maverick” 
Harrison’s rap, “Oh Lord,” 
that had the small crowd 
chanting along.

“I feel really privileged 
and blessed to be heard by 
people who want to use our 
material,” Gonzales said. “I’d 
love to tell my loved one my 
song is being used.”

The men trying out in-
cluded spoken word artists 
Darius Sommons and Quincy 
Peoples.

“Banks (Williams) invited 
me,” Sommons said. “It’s 
inspirational, exciting, hum-
bling — I never thought this 
would be happening for me. 
It makes all the trials and 

tribulations worth it.”
Williams gave a standout 

performance with his origi-
nal rap song “Designed by 
God,” a song about being 
happy and content with who 
and where you are because 
God made you for a purpose.

“It’s an amazing opportu-
nity, unique in itself because 
it gives value to those often 
seen as unvalued and who of-
ten feel that way about them-
selves from being in prison 
so long,” Williams said. “I 
performed ‘Designed by 
God’ because I’m a firm be-
liever that we are where we’re 
supposed to be. I wanted to 
show Silas that I was wor-
thy of any kind of greatness 
people would tell you you 
don’t deserve because you’re 
in prison.”

The Met people, who sang 
along with many of the per-
formances, left with notes 
on all the artists and tough 
choices to make. 

“Isn’t so much as a pod-
cast — it’s a minor miracle,” 
Poor said. “I’m so impressed 
and really proud people want 
to work with guys inside as 
equal collaborators. It made 
me wish we could do more 
things like that.”

  —Rahsaan Thomas

Photo by Antwan Williams

AJ Gonzales on the piano
Photo by Antwan Williams

 Quincy Peoples performing spoken word
Photo by Antwan Williams

Darius Sommons performing from his book
Photo by Antwan Williams

Eric “Maserati E” Abercrombie with his guitar
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By Rahsaan Thomas
Staff Writer

A crowd of incarcerated 
men cheered like it was their 
parole day when Antoinette 
“Butterscotch” Clinton took 
the stage at San Quentin 
State Prison June 14. This 
time, she returned with 
Grammy-nominated artist 
Ryan Leslie.

The musical genius 
turned a prison chapel into 
a concert, a reunion and 
a pre-graduation celebra-
tion for computer coding 
and construction apprentice 
trainees. 

The music festival fea-
tured spoken word artist and 
returning citizen Jason “JC” 
Cavitt, Swedish Grammy-
nominated rapper and pro-
ducer David Jassy, and Eric 
“Maserati E” Abercrombie. 

Curtis “Wall Street” Car-
roll hosted the event that 
served as a pre-graduation 
reward for the coders and 
construction apprentices. 

Chris Redlitz founded the 
Code 7370 program with his 
wife and partner, Beverly 
Parenti. Code.7370 teaches 
computer coding and of-
fers the highest wage for 
an incarcerated person who 
completes the program and 
is hired to work while still 
in prison. The concert was 
open to the first 378 people 
to arrival at the chapel. 

While the crowd filled 
the chapel to standing room 
only, Butterscotch, Leslie, 
Redlitz and the band held a 
meeting at the back of the 
platform.

As Abercrombie played 
“Break the Mold,” all ears 
tuned into his lyrics about 
breaking the cycle of pov-
erty and self-destruction. He 
received a standing ovation 
― the first of many for the 
night. Abercrombie ended 
his impromptu three-song 
set with “Feel Me” and “Dy-
ing to Live.”

“He was dope,” Butter-
scotch said. “Listening to 
him, I wanted to lay some 
beats down to his lyrics.”

Carroll introduced the 
guests by first asking them 
questions. Carroll asked 
Leslie what motivated him 
to play for the guys incarcer-
ated at San Quentin.

“There’s no place in the 
world I’d rather be than right 
here with ya’ll,” Leslie said. 
“Chris brought me here last 
year to speak, and I left a 
changed man. I saw deter-
mined and passionate people 
here.”

“I want to be there 
for you guys – it’s 

about love and 
acceptance”

Redlitz invested in Les-
lie’s SuperPhone business, 
a company that created an 
app that uses text messag-
ing to connect directly with 
fans and consumers. Leslie 
graduated from Harvard at 
the age of 19 and created the 
app to communicate better 
with fans.

Carroll asked Butter-
scotch, “What defines your 
style of music?”

“I always want my music 
to have a message to any-
body who has ever been 
through what I’ve been 
through and to send hope, 
love and peace out into the 
world,” Butterscotch said. 
“I want to be there for you 
guys ― it’s about love and 
acceptance.”

It was Butterscotch’s sec-
ond time performing on that 
stage. Two years prior, she 
collaborated with Jassy and 
wordsmith Cavitt.

Cavitt, who paroled from 
San Quentin in 2017, sur-
prised Butterscotch and the 
crowd by strolling back into 
the chapel.

“It feels like I’m home,” 
Cavitt said. “This space 
― everything here has a 
story to me. I was here eight 
years.”

Cavitt was a former mem-

ber of Redlitz and Parenti’s 
Last Mile entrepreneur 
program. While still incar-
cerated, his spoken word 
piece played behind John 
Legend, via video, during 
a TED Talk. This time, he 
performed Why the Cage 
Bird Screams dressed in a 
burgundy button-down shirt 
and sharply creased slacks 
instead of prison blues.

“I live in society that kills 
people who killed people, 
in order to teach them not 
to kill people,” Cavitt spit. 
“… imagine a world where 
healed people would heal 
people.”

Next, Butterscotch took 
the stage and started with 
the beat boxing that earned 
her a finalist spot on Amer-
ica’s Got Talent. In all, she 
played a jazzy six-song set 
mixed with R&B and Hip 
Hop.

Bass guitarist Brian Rog-
ers from Sacramento joined 
in for “September.” At 
times, Butterscotch looped 
her voice, then beat-boxed, 
sang and played the gui-
tar simultaneously. At one 
point, the audience heard a 
saxophone, but it turned out 
to be Butterscotch’s mouth.

Butterscotch comes back to perform for The Last Mile

Gabe Lambirth playing the guitar
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

In honor of her grand-
mother, she ended her set 
with a rendition of “Sum-
mertime,” Butterscotch 
style. The crowd gave her 
several standing ovulations 
and shouts of support.

“Ray Charles ain’t got 
nothing on you,” someone 
yelled.

Jassy came to the stage in 
dramatic fashion with the 
sound of helicopters play-
ing as he skipped down the 
aisle to start his set with a 
remix of his song “Free-
dom”. It has been viewed 
nearly 110,000 times on 
Youtube. He followed with 
“All of a Sudden.” The song 
that brought down the crowd 
was “Swenglish,” which he 
rapped first in Swedish, then 
in English with a rapid-fire 
delivery.

“This is one of the best 
performances of the night,” 
Brian Asey said.

Jassy’s set merged into 
Leslie’s opening song, “Ad-
diction.” He rapped while 
native Gabe Lambirth 
rocked out on the guitar, and 
Leslie, inspired by Butter-
scotch, tried his hand at beat 
boxing.

“She’s inspirational,” Les-

lie said.
As an intro to each song, 

Leslie gave the audience 
context. Before performing 
“Ups and Downs,” he spoke 
about making the decision 
at 15 years old to change 
his major from medical to 
music. The decision left him 
struggling. At one point, he 
was homeless and had to 
sleep behind a barbershop.

“When you’re at your low-
est point, there’s the beauti-
ful realization that there’s 
nowhere to go but up,” Les-
lie said.

He also sang, “Some-
thing That I Like,” “Paris,” 
“History,” “Realize” and 
“Breathe.” He also pre-
miered “Run it Back” at San 
Quentin.

“It’s never been released,” 
Leslie said.

He said he performed 
“History” and “Realize” be-
cause the songs fit the occa-
sion.

“You have a song like 
‘History,’ and we have this 
historic moment at San 
Quentin. ‘Realize’ is about 
the power of the human spir-
it,” Leslie said.

Leslie decided to share his 
music with the incarcerated 

population because, “I be-
lieve that everyone matters, 
no matter what their back-
ground is; they’re human 
beings with souls. We all de-
serve a second chance.”

Many people who tried to 
see the concert were turned 
back after the chapel reached 
capacity, and several others 
had to leave early for close-
custody count. Leslie plans 
to make sure that doesn’t 
happen next time.

“I’m coming back with a 
whole band, and we’re go-
ing to do it on a Saturday on 
the yard where everybody 
can come and nobody has to 
leave,” Leslie said.

Butterscotch has an album 
out called “Scotch Tape.”

Leslie has several, start-
ing with “Ryan Leslie” and 
including  “Transitions,”  
which was nominated for a 
best R&B album Grammy. 
Afterward Leslie dropped 
three rap albums back-to-
back: “Les is More,” “Black 
Mozart” and “MZRT.”

Jassy is finishing a mixed-
tape he produced with young 
men on the yard who were 
challenged to rap without 
profanity, called the “YOP 
Mixed-Tape.”

Brian Rogers on the bass
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

David Jassy performing remix of “Freedom”
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Jason “JC” Cavitt performing spoken word
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Grammy-nominated artist Ryan Leslie performing
Photo by Eddie Herena SQN

Butterscotch performs in front of a packed house
Photo by Eddie Herena SQN

By Juan Haines
Senior Editor

A stream of more than 200 
blue shirts flowed into San 
Quentin’s Garden Chapel June 
23 for the Third Annual Gos-
pel Music Workshop. As the 
men-in-blue took their seats, 
an unrehearsed Christian rap 
performance by inmate Calvin 
Johnson brought the younger 
members to their feet.

“I was asked to sing some-
thing,” Johnson said after he 
entertained the head-bopping 

audience of black, white, 
Mexican and Asian inmates. 
“When God calls you, just an-
swer the phone.” 

Johnson, 25, has been incar-
cerated almost six years.

“What I’ve learned most 
about being in prison, is toler-
ance,” Johnson said. “By go-
ing to church and the self-help 
groups, I also learned that I 
have something to contribute. 
Everybody has something to 
contribute.”

Joining the men-in-blue to 
sing and worship were mem-

bers of New Faith Cathedral as 
well as evangelist Paula Bates, 
Elder Rash and Sister Linda 
Jackson.

The inmate worship team, 
led by Chris Harris, took the 
stage and sang hand-clapping 
inspirational hymns, includ-
ing, “Everything’s Going to be 
All Right” and “I Don’t Mind 
Waiting.” 

Sister Jackson followed the 
worship team’s performance 
to sing a finger-snapping gos-
pel. Many of the men stayed 
on their feet, bobbing heads, 

Garden Chapel hosts Third Annual Gospel Music Workshop
smiling and then breaking into 
rhythmic clapping.  She later 
sang, “Jesus, I Love You.” 

Greg Dixon, with a guitar 
slung over his shoulder, played 
keyboard, as Paula Bates sang, 
“I Got a Reason to Praise the 
Lord.”

Prior to singing, “Hallelu-
jah,” Elder Rash said hallelujah 
in different languages.

“Make a joyful noise for the 
Lord” Elder Derrick Holloway 
said, reading from the Bible.

Pastor Mardi Ralph Jackson 
then led the congregation in a 

prayer.
“Is there anyone here for the 

first time?” Carl Saldano asked 
as a welcoming. 

As the newcomers raised 
their hands, ushers and other 
people attending services gave 
them a welcoming handshake.

Before singing, “There Is 
None Like You,” Elder Bean 
gave an inspirational sermon 
and closed by telling the in-
mates, “Do not lose your joy.”

The next day, Johnson sat on 
the prison yard and reflected 
on his experience of attend-

ing church and how it relates 
to music.

“It’s good to participate in 
self-help groups and sharing 
your experience,” Johnson 
said. “For me, that’s what the 
music is about.

 “Working hard and being 
diligent is a new experience 
for me. My hope is to get more 
celebrated Christian rappers 
to perform at San Quentin for 
inspiration and to give experi-
ences that could help others 
who are searching for them-
selves.”

Corrections to SQN’s last issue: 
In July’s Fathers and families: A traditional celebration story, Michael Cooper’s name is Dan Cooper in the photo caption.

In July’s Day of Peace article, Dmari Pierceson’s quote about DVI’s not having a Day of Peace was incorrect, a DVI Day of Peace story will be in the next issue.
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APPRENTICES

Formerly incarcerated San 
Quentin alumni, accompa-
nied by Bay Area community 
members and business execu-
tives, made up the rest of the 
nearly 400 people in the audi-
ence. 

Speaking about rehabili-
tation opportunities, Davis 
said, “We’re that place. We 
are ground zero.”

Inmates in TLM Works 
earn the highest wages, at 
$16.49, of any prisoner in the 
country. The average prison 
wage in California is under 
$1 per hour. 

“Never before have I had 
so many students in my 
class who transferred to San 
Quentin from other prisons,” 
classroom facilitator Jona-
than Gripshover said. “Each 
of these individuals went 
through a rigorous process 
to convince the powers-to-be 
that they deserve to be in this 
program above so many other 
applicants.”

TLM Works web devel-
oper John Levin said he finds 
the learning environment re-
warding.

“When I walk into the 
classroom every morning, 
I forget that I’m in prison,” 
Levin said. “You can’t put a 
price on that.

“The program gives me 
something of value, because 
I’m giving back to the com-
munity,” he added. “It shows 
the rest of society what pris-
oners are capable of doing. It 
gives us a chance not only to 
showcase our skills, but also 
our humanity.

“It allows us to interact 
with people who may be our 
employers when we get out.”

The ceremony began with 
musical performances by 
Butterscotch Clinton, Ryan 
Leslie and inmate David 
Jassy. Formerly incarcerated 
TLM graduate, James Cavitt, 
performed a spoken word 
piece that received a standing 
ovation.

MC Hammer, a musical 
entertainer and a board mem-
ber of TLM, spoke to the 
graduates, praising the devel-
opment of the programs. 

“The work that everyone is 
doing is paying off,” Hammer 
said. “There seems to be a re-
ally nice energy in the air — 
there’s a better spirit in this 
room, than there is out there.” 

Formerly Incarcerated 
Graduates Returned to San 
Quentin

Kenyatta Leal, a mem-

ber of TLM’s staff currently 
works to expand the program 
to other prisons in the nation. 
He recently visited the gov-
ernor of Indiana with TLM 
founders Beverly Parenti and 
Chris Redlitz.

“I will make 
everyone willing 

to invest in 
giving me a 

second chance, 
very proud”

“This day means so much 
to me. It has proven to the 
world that change is possible 
when CDCR is allocating re-
sources to programs — it is 
changing lives,” Leal said. 
“I look forward to more pro-
grams like this in the future.”

 “The Last Mile shows the 
progress that we’ve made 
by setting the foundation 
for more men and women to 
come out and be successful,” 
Darnell Hill added.

Hill works for a reentry 
organization that combats 
homeless, strives toward 
meaningful employment. 

“My role in Centerforce 
is to be a case manager to 
men and women transition-
ing back to their families.”he 
said. “I also hold parenting 
classes.”

Hill made a point to say 
that he’s concerned about 

the intersection between the 
criminal justice system and 
the youth, which is why he 
took a job as an “impromptu 
youth court judge” in Alam-
eda County. This opportunity 
allows him to help to prevent 
teenagers from getting their 
first criminal case in an Al-
ameda court.

“You set a new standard for 
recidivism—zero percent,” 
TLM co-founder Parenti said 
to formerly incarcerated grad-
uates in attendance.

“Use your time here wisely 
to be a success,” she said, ad-
dressing new graduates.After 
certificates were awarded, 
media representatives, busi-
ness executives and inmates 
walked out of the chapel 
and down a hill that led to 
the Lower Yard. They filed 
through a 30-foot gated wall 
that separates the Lower Yard 
from classrooms, newly built, 
by the construction labor stu-
dents. Code.7370 graduates 
and TLM Works developers 
sat at their stations to show off 
their accomplishments.

In honor of Prison Industry 
Board Vice-Chair, Darshan 
Singh, the classrooms bare 
his name.

“It’s the best example to 
show that we’re moving in 
the right direction,” CALPIA 
General Manager Charles 
Pattillo said.

Code.7370 Graduates
Yu Chen, 55, has been at 

San Quentin for 13 years and 
in the coding program for 
about six months. He’s work-
ing on a program he’s named 
CSS Zen Garden.  

 “It’s a program that takes 
any kind of content and re-
organizes it to look more aes-
thetic to the eye.”

CALPIA graduates coders and pre-apprentice students

Coder Angelo Alvarez
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Career Technical Education Graduates 
Code.7370 Graduates

Tract 1
Edmond Richardson  Yu Chen   Brian Richie
Jose Rivera  Robert Seabock

Tract 2
Angelo Alvarez            Robert Barnes  Robert Tyler
Jerome Hermosura    

Tract 3
Chung Kao  Zachary Moore  Sumit Lal

Design
James Allen  Harash Patang  Vah Saechao

Code.7370 TA’s
Rafael Cuevas  Phoeun You

TLM Works Developers
Harry Hemphill  Jason Jones  John Levin
Erin O’Connor  Charlie Thao

Pre-Apprentice Construction Labor Graduates
Rosevelt Johnson  Wilson Nguyen   Chase Benoit
Lawrence Thomas  Thabiah Steel  Calvin Parker
William Tupou  Troy Whiteley  Jerry Williams
Fred Wilson

Coder Edmund Richardson
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Coder Harash Patang
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Coder Zachary Moore
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Coder James Allen
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Coder Robert Barnes
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Coder Jerome Hermosura
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Coder Robert Tyler
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Michael Holmes, 60, has 
been at San Quentin for about 
six years. He’s new at cod-
ing. Holmes is developing an 
app to help parents tutor their 
children.

“As a child, I didn’t feel like 
I was nurtured,” Holmes said.

The app that he developed 
helps people develop their 
skills in a nonviolent manner. 
It helps them build a better 
world, one neighborhood at a 
time.

TLM Works WEB Devel-
opers

Harry Hemphill has been 
in the coding program for five 
years.

Hemphill developed the 
San Quentin News website.

“The president could rest 
assured that there is no fake 
news in the SQ News,” Ham-
phill said to laughter and ap-
plause. “It gave me a strong 
sense of giving back to incar-
cerated people.” 

Hamphill goes home in less 
than a year.

,“I will make everyone 
willing to invest in giving me 
a second chance, very proud” 
he said.

Hamphill said he’s also 
proud to have worked on 
the website of Dave’s Killa 
Bread, a company committed 
to hiring returning citizens.

Charlie Thao, 39, has been 
at San Quentin since 2011. He 
has been in Code.7370 about 
three years.

The Bay Area native said 
there is an advantage of teach-
ing prisoners highly touted 
skills like coding.

“It’s an opportunity to start 
my life again and gain mul-
tiple skills to help my family 
when I parole,” Thao said. 

Thao is scheduled to ap-

pear before the parole board 
late this year or early next 
year.

A First of its Kind Public/
Private Program

The goal for the privately 
run TLM is to break the cycle 
of incarceration — key is a 
successful reentry program, 
tied to a good job.

CALPIA is a self-support-
ing state entity that provides 
job skills to approximately 
7,700 offenders in CDCR’s 
36institutions. CALPIA man-
ages over 100 manufacturing, 
service, and consumable en-
terprises.

The construction labor pro-
gram is a part of CALPIA’s 
Career Technical Education 
(CTE) program. 

TLM Works is part of a 
CALPIA joint venture pro-
gram that employs inmates to 
work in industries at competi-
tive wages.

Code.7370 is part of CAL-
PIA’s CTE portfolio and to 
date, is one of the most effec-
tive rehabilitation programs 
in the country. 

CALPIA’s CTE program 
graduates have a cumulative 
recidivism rate of 7.13 per-
cent.

KQED reporter, Sandhya 
Dirk, volunteers as a sponsor 
of the San Quentin chapter 
of the Society of Profession 
Journalists.

“To me, what makes San 
Quentin special is that it is a 
lavatory for a space for reha-
bilitation where people can 
learn and become better hu-
man beings,” Dirk said. “Pro-
grams like The Last Mile and 
coding show what can happen 
when you believe in people 
instead of just locking them 
up.”

TLM Works Bus. Acc. Manager Hayley Benham-Archdeacon 
with Rodney Urquhan of Slack inside the renovated workspace

Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Chuck Patillo cutting the ribbon to the newly renovated Code.7370 workspace
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Continued from Page 1
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Inmate James King, the 
college program clerk, wel-
comed everyone. 

“There’s nothing like a 
graduation,” he said. “By any 
standard you can think of, 
these men are exceptional.” 

King gave the example 
of graduate Craig Johnson, 
a U.S. Navy veteran who 
served during the final days 
of the war in Vietnam. John-
son started with PUP in 1996, 
but was transferred to other 
prisons for 10 years before re-
turning to San Quentin.

“Ever since I served in the 
Navy, I’ve been fascinated 
with the stars and the plan-
ets,” Johnson wrote in the 
PUP graduation program. 
“So when the opportunity 
presented itself, I signed up 
for the astronomy class.”

Before the ceremony, 
Claudius Johnson said he felt 
a little anxious. He started 
taking classes with PUP in 
2014.

“I made it,” he said after 
the ceremony. “I feel great. I 
still feel empowered.”

He said an inmate named 
Johnny Willis once told him 
about PEACE — Proper Edu-
cation Always Corrects Er-
ror. 

“I shed tears,” said Wil-
helmina Johnson, Claudius’s 
mother. “He’s worked hard.”

“This (degree) is my re-
ward,” she added holding 
it tightly. “He’s the first 
generation(after herself). 

“That’s the fourth,” she 
said, pointing to her great-
grandson, who was held by 
his mother.

They travelled from Los 
Angeles.

Darin Williams started 
with PUP in 2012 shortly 
after arriving at San Quen-
tin. He’s wanted to graduate 
college since finishing high 
school. 

“It’s been a lifelong goal,” 
he said. “It’s easy to stop, es-

pecially when you get older. 
But that’s part of the transfor-
mative process, to achieve the 
goals we set for ourselves.”

“I’m very impressed with 
the Patten program,” said 
Ron Broomfield, San Quen-
tin’s chief deputy warden. 
“This is like the pinnacle of 
rehabilitation.” 

Broomfield started work-
ing at the prison in December 
2017. This was his first PUP 
graduation.

 “This is another great day 
at San Quentin,” S.Q. Warden 
Ron Davis added.For enter-
tainment, the all-inmate band 
San Quentin Blue performed 
for the audience. Richie Mor-
ris sang and played guitar 
on cover and original songs. 
He was backed by musicians 
Dwight Krizman, Charlie 
Spencer and Lee Jaspar. 

“By any standard 
you can think of, 

these men are 
exceptional”

“This is about you,” Morris 
said to no one in particular. 
His song Sometimes Love ap-
peared to situate the listeners 
in a reflective mood.

“You cannot talk about re-
entry without talking about 
higher education,” said key-
note speaker Jason Bell, who 
is formerly incarcerated. 

Bell earned his B.A. and 
M.A. in sociology after pa-
roling from prison and is cur-
rently the director of Project 
Rebound at San Francisco 
State University.

He told the graduates, “I 
respect your hustle. Just like 
you, I had to figure out my 
way through the education 
process.” 

Bell also encouraged the 
graduates to stay connected 
to people who will help them 
continue their education.

Angel Falcone, the PUP 
2017 Valedictorian, intro-

duced the 2018 salutatorian, 
Jose Rivera, to give a speech. 
The 2018 valedictorian, Jef-
frey Williams, was not avail-

able to attend the ceremony. 
“There was a stubborn re-

fusal to let this opportunity 
pass us by,” Rivera said. “I 

learned in prison. I’ve had 
my eyes opened. I’ve been 
exposed to ideas and con-
cepts that I couldn’t imag-

ine.”
Rivera acknowledged all 

the help given to him by PUP 
volunteers and staff. He said 

9 Prison University Project gradUates take center stage as they receive their associates of arts degree
PUP

Continued from Page 1

9 Prison University Project gradUates take center stage as they receive their associates of arts degree

Patten University President Thomas Stewart, Ph.D. speaking
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Jose Rivera presents his salutatorian speech
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

PUP clerk and host James King providing the welcome speech
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Project Rebound Director Jason Bell giving the keynote speech
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Executive Director Jody Lewen celebrates after the ceremony
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Rivera and fellow graduates turn their tassels after receiving their Associates degrees
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Family friend of Graduate Gerald Morgan commemorates with daughter-in-law Oreisha Morgan
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Dr. Amy Jamgochian reads how the graduates described themselves
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Claudis Johnson’s grand niece playing with PUP Instructor Monica Chen
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Wilhelmina Johnson with son Graduate Claudius Johnson holding his great nephew
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN
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9 Prison University Project gradUates take center stage as they receive their associates of arts degree

they care and are “impossibly 
patient” with the students. 

“We should continue to 
learn through words, books 

and instruction,” he said. 
“Give of yourself while doing 
it.”

Harry Hemphill has been 

enrolled in PUP on and off 
since 2011. When he enrolled 
in The Last Mile’s Code.7370 
computer coding program, he 

said he had to back off from 
school. He graduated from 
coding in 2013. 

“I continued my Patten 

education because I knew I 
needed both,” he said.

Although Jens Brazwell 
was not able to attend the cer-
emony, in the graduation pro-
gram he wrote, “Don’t forget 
to be good to others, even 
when it pains you.”

Amy Jamgochian, Ph.D., 
PUP’s Academic Program 
Director, said her colleagues 
make it look like it’s not hard 
work and thanked volunteers 
and donors. 

“Your generosity fuels this 
program.” She said, also of-
fering some of the graduates’ 
own words to the audience. 
She said Nathan McKin-
ney wants everyone to know 
“the race for a degree is not 
a sprint.”

“It feels good to graduate 
but the mission isn’t accom-
plished yet,” McKinney said. 
“I want to get an advance de-
gree.”

Patten University president 
Thomas Stewart, PhD. told 
the graduates “Your accom-

plishments are impactful to 
your families and communi-
ties.” 

Morgan had a lot of sup-
port from other family mem-
bers in attendance beside his 
aunt, who said she “brought 
him home from the hospital 
when he was born.” 

“This made (my father) be-
come a better person,” Gerald 
Jr said. 

“He needed this.” Oreisha 
Morgan added, “He complet-
ed some things people on the 
outside don’t do. I’m honored 
to be his daughter-in-law.” 

Vernita Dumas, Morgan’s 
cousin, said, “It was out-
standing, and the music was 
nice.” 

In closing remarks, Jody 
Lewen, Ph.D., Executive Di-
rector of PUP, acknowledged 
the graduates, teachers and 
PUP staff. 

“I have no idea what it’s 
like to be you,” she said to the 
inmates’ families.  “This is 
also your accomplishment.”

9 Prison University Project gradUates take center stage as they receive their associates of arts degree

Student Muhammad Bey with PUP Coordinator Allison Lopez 
and Timothy Young

Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Chaplain Mardi Jackson celebrates with Harry Hemphill
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Chloe Zehlke and PUP Instructor Max Coyle

PUP graduates Darin Williams, Harry Hemphill, Jose Rivera, Nathan McKinney, Craig Johnson, Gerald Morgan and Claudius Johnson with their Associates of Arts degrees
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

The PUP 2018 Graduates:
Jeffrey Williams (Valedictorian) 

Jose Rivera (Salutatorian) 
Claudius Johnson

Harry Hemphill
Craig Johnson

Nathan McKinney
Gerald Morgan
Darin Williams
Jens Brazwell

Quentin Blue performing for the graduates and their families
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Lemar Harrison with PUP Coordinator Neil Terpkosh
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

PUP Coordinator Jeese Rothman with Graduate Darin Williams
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Orlando Harris celebrates with graduate Nathan McKinney
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN
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Around the World With SQ neWS

SQN Adviser
 Jan Perry at the 

Arugot Nature Preserve 
in Israel

Dax Vivid at the White House

Photo courtesy of Jan Perry

Photo courtesy of Dax Vivid
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Snippets
Some of Benjamin 

Franklin’s noms de 
plume were: Silence 
Dogwood, Polly Parker 
and Richard Saunders

The Eiffel Tower 
is painted every 

7 years in 3 shades of 
brown. Approximately 
60 tons of paint is used.

It was estimated that 
there were 300,000 

children under 18 
fighting in wars around 
the world in 2010.

Venice is the only 
European city with 

public transportation 
that relies entirely on 
water.

Elderberry, the 
fruit off several 

species of the elder, is 
a roadside shrub found 
across North America 
generally cooked and 
made into jelly or wine. 

Russian empress 
Catherine II, better 

know as Catherine the 
Great (1729-1796), 
reigned from (1762-
1796)died of a stroke 
while sitting on the 
commode in the palace 
at St. Petersburg.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
By Jonathan Chiu / Edited by Jan Perry

8 3 9 6 5 7 4 2 1
6 4 1 2 8 3 7 5 9
2 5 7 4 9 1 3 8 6
9 1 5 3 6 2 8 7 4
4 2 8 7 1 5 9 6 3
3 7 6 8 4 9 5 1 2
7 9 3 1 2 8 6 4 5
1 8 4 5 3 6 2 9 7
5 6 2 9 7 4 1 3 8

6 4 1 8 7 3 9 5 2
3 9 8 2 4 5 7 6 1
7 5 2 1 6 9 8 3 4
8 7 4 5 1 6 2 9 3
2 3 5 9 8 4 1 7 6
9 1 6 3 2 7 4 8 5
1 2 9 6 5 8 3 4 7
5 8 7 4 3 1 6 2 9
4 6 3 7 9 2 5 1 8

Last Issue’s 

Sudoku SolutionsS u d o k u  C o r n e r

5 9 8

9 2
9 1 7 8

5 6 2
8 9
6

3
9

8 4 2 7
1 4 6

5
6 7 2

3 4 8
3 7

9 2 5 6
6 1 3 8

Answers from last issue’s Brain Teasers

This month's Brain Teasers:

If you would like to submit a photograph to be placed in SQ News for Mother’s Day,
Father’s Day, or just because, please send it with name(s) and a brief message to go with your photo. 
Please understand, we June not be able to return your photo so send a copy and address the letter to:

San Quentin News 1 Main Street         San Quentin, CA 94964

Pathfinder

48 47 46 45 44 43
49 50 51 52 53 42
24 29 30 31 32 41
25 28 35 34 33 40
26 27 36 37 38 39

Lap It Up
1. Large print
2. Last place
3. Laser pointer 

(or laser pen)
4. Lake Placid
5. Launch pad
6. Larry Page
7. Lateral pass
8. Laurie Petrie

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
A  n

B  n

C n n n

D  n

E  n n

F n
G n n
H  n

Mind Your P’s and Q’s
Divide this rectangle along the lines into two identically shaped 
12-block pieces so that one piece contains all the P’s and the 

other piece contains all the Q’s. 

Q P
P Q

P
P

Rhymes
Find rhymes for the words in each quartet so that the first word 
becomes an item and the second, third and fourth words becomes 
specific parts of that item. For example: DREAD: williow, cheats, 

for king →BED: pillow, sheets, box springs.
1. FLIRT: dollar, cleave, tough
2. LURCH: people, choose, halter
3. STAR: cattery, shuffler, brass bank
4. PEG: sigh, fee, thin

H A I G P A M I B O S
N A C R E E R E C A R E S
A L L O T N O G E C L A T
M O U N T O S S A K O T A

S H A K E T H E S P O T
U G G I R E R I A L
H A R M S P O R T A B L E
O M A R S T I N T S A A G
H A M I L T O N R H I N O

D E E R H E E E N A T
B R E A K M I N E O F F
E A R N A I R P L A N E S
T I N G E U M O N E R I C A
A L I A S O B I C O L O N

S E M E S E A T E E N

Each letter from A through H has one of the eight values listed 
below left, and no two letters have the same value. Determine 
which number goes with each letter to make the equations true. 

 E + H = F
 A + B = C
  2     5     7      8   D + H = E
12   19   20    27   E + G = C
    A + F = G

The 6 x 6 grid was tile using only the two trominoes shown, 
with reflections and rotations of these tiles permitted. The 
locations of the tiles’ dots are indicated in the grid. Can you ad 

the thickened lines to show the tiling? 

● ●
● ●
● ● ● ●

● ●
● ● ●

● ● ●

●

●
●

Across 
1.   Crowd
4.   Gambling tools
8.   LA city bus org.
11.  Kunis of Bad Moms
12. Temporary tat
13. Close
14. Mini car designer Issigonis
15. Relative of a daisy
16. Dutch astronomer 
      Jan Hendrik
17. Police order
20. Fright
21. A type of sun ray
22. Piece in Mah-jongg 
      or Scrabble
24. Foo Fighters song
30. It’s often used in cocktails
32. Colony farm inhabitants
33. Actress Salonga
34. Retain
35. Complicate
37. Rip
38. Ash holder
39. 1st word in a Gillian 
      Flynn novel title
40. Chooses
42. FX show The _________
45. ____ Fifth Avenue
46. Silver origin
47. Apple Computer that was
      introduced in 1998
49. Gambler’s offer
57. Irritate
58. Martin of Deliver 
      Us from Eva
59. Canal at the Hudson River
60. Treats
61. Industrial city in the 
      Ruhr valley, Germany
62. Tirade
63. Gosh
64. Cherished
65. ___-Cat

Down
1.   Drought resistant sorghum
2.   Margarine
3.   Gymnastics move
4.   Abandon
5.   Taking an interest in
6.   Tech review website
7.   Earlonne Woods and Nigel Poor’s 
      podcast
8.   Cat cry
9.   A hill in County Meath in 
      the Republic of Ireland
10. Pretentious (as in a display)
11. Grand ___ seizures
12. You’ll see!
13. US missile org.
18. Swarmed with
19. Days before
22. Unit of heat
23. Me, Myself, and _____
25. Refuge
26. Directions on a compass
27. Smart-_____
28. Irish playwright and poet
      William Butler _____
29. Disease caused by corona virus
30. Brown seabird
31. Went forward
36. Literary gossip about a person
37. Underpaid heroes
39. 2nd word in a Gillian Flynn novel title
41. Legal test 
43. Kimonos
44. Evildoer
48. Bathroom brand
49. Mickey
50. River in Belgium that 
      flows into the Seine
51. ____’s Gold 
52. River in eastern England
53. Essence
54. Middle Eastern country 
55. Italian sculptor Pisano
56. Retrieve

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65
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139 prisoners nationwide were exonerated in 2017
By Marcus Henderson 

Journalism Guild Chairman

Ledura Watkins spent 
more than 41 years in a 
Michigan prison before be-
ing cleared of a murder he did 
not commit. He was just one 
of 139 exonerations in 2017, 
according to a recent report.

Texas and Illinois led the 
nation with the most exonera-
tions, 23 and 21 respectively, 
according to The National 
Registry of Exonerations. 
California had nine exonera-
tions for that year. Most were 
handled by prosecutorial 
Conviction Integrity Units 
(CIUs) and Innocence Orga-
nizations (IOs).

On April 17, a convict from 
San Quentin’s Death Row 
walked out of prison a free 
man, after spending 27 years 
in prison. Vicente Benavides 
was cleared of the death of an 
infant in 1991. His case will 
be included in next year’s re-
port.

The report showed that 11 
people exonerated were con-
victed in the 1980s and the re-
maining 127 were convicted 
from 1990 through 2017.

In the case of Watkins, he 
served the longest time by 
any wrongfully convicted 
person before  exoneration, 

said the report.
“The only physical evi-

dence linking Watkins to the 
crime was a single hair found 
on the victim’s clothing that 
was said to have 15 points of 
similarity to Watkins’ hair,” 
said the report.

Watkins was exonerated 
following the disclosure of 
concealed laboratory and po-
lice reports, the recantation 
by a witness who received 
immunity from prosecution 
for his role in the murder, and 
evidence that the hair analy-
sis was unreliable.

The key factors for Wat-
kins’ exoneration were:

• False or Misleading 
Forensic Evidence

• Perjury or False 
Accusation

• Official Misconduct
“We know of official mis-

conduct in 84 exonerations in 
2017, a record number. Forty-
three of those cases involved 
homicides,” said the report.

The most common mis-
conduct documented by the 
report involved police or 
prosecutors concealing ex-
culpatory evidence. Other 
misconduct ranged from fal-
sified forensic test results, 
to witnesses threatened by 
police, to children pressured 
by welfare workers to claim 

sexual abuse.
Craig Coley spent nearly 

38 years in California’s pris-
on system before being exon-
erated through the help of the 
Ventura County Conviction 
Integrity Unit.

The unit conducted a rein-
vestigation of the case after 
the Simi Valley police chief 
came across articles criticiz-
ing the police department’s 
handling of Coley’s 1979 
case. 

The CIU investigators 
went back to the crime scene 
and determined that the eye-
witness’ account of seeing 
Coley leaving the victim’s 
apartment was impossible, 
given her vantage point.

A pardon petition arguing 
for Coley’s innocence would 
be supported by Ventura 
County District  Attorney 
and Simi Valley Police Chief, 
said the report.   

“Conviction Integrity 
Units are a positive devel-
opment, but they are not a 
panacea (cure-all),” said the 
report. “Prosecutors who 
take on the task of reviewing 
convictions won by their own 
colleagues and predecessors 
may find it difficult to be ob-
jective and thorough.”

Certain units have been 
criticized as mere window 

dressing or public relations 
ploys.

“In particular, innocent 
criminal defendants and con-
cerned family members who 
seek exoneration are not like-
ly to be able to present their 
cases to these CIUs unless 
they can afford to hire law-
yers,” said the report.

There were 87 cases that 
included perjury or false ac-
cusation, which included 
witnesses who committed 
perjury or falsely accused the 
defendant.

Kristin Lobato was exon-
erated after scientific evi-
dence showed that the victim 
was killed after Lobato had 
already left town.

Lobato was sentenced to 40 
to 100 years for murder in Las 
Vegas in 2002, despite pre-
senting alibi witnesses who 
placed her nearly 170 miles 
away at the time of the crime. 
She was convicted based on 
a medical expert’s testimony 
that the victim was killed at a 
time when Lobato was in Las 
Vegas.

Her conviction was set 
aside and she was released in 
December 2017. 

Sixty-six of the exonera-
tions were cases in which no 
crime actually occurred. Drug 
possession cases made up the 

largest group of no-crime ex-
onerations, 16 out of the 66, 
but 11 child sex-abuse exon-
erations and nine murder ex-
onerations were also no-crime 
cases. One 2017 exoneree in a 
no-crime case was sentenced 
to death. In these cases, a 
death was originally deemed 
a homicide, but on further re-
view, the cause of death was 
found to be otherwise.

Innocence Organizations 
have been involved in 434 ex-
onerations from 1989 through 
2017. So far in 2018, they have 
been a part of 13 of 19 exon-

erations.
The report concluded that 

with the elections of reform-
minded district attorneys and 
more CIUs being implement-
ed, there could be more exon-
erations.

“If this trend continues or 
accelerates in the next few 
election cycles—and if the 
newly elected DAs follow in 
the footsteps of earlier reform 
prosecutors—we might just 
see a sea change in handling 
serious claims of innocence 
by convicted defendants 
across the country.”

By Harry C. Goodall Jr.
 Journalism Guild Writer

The U.S. Supreme Court 
has ruled that plea bargains 
do not prohibit defendants 
from challenging the consti-
tutionality of their convic-
tions.

The decision held that 
even though a guilty plea 
waives a defendant’s right 
to appeal their case or chal-
lenge the sentence, it does 
not waive their right to 
question the state’s right 
to charge them in the first 
place.

Criminal Legal News re-
ported the case as Class v. 
United States (2018).

The case involved Rod-
ney Class, who had pleaded 

guilty to illegal possession 
of a firearm. He appealed his 
conviction, but was rejected 
by the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia 
Circuit because of his plea, 
the report said. He claimed 
his conviction was unconsti-
tutional because it violated 
the 2nd Amendment.

His appeal was upheld 6-3 
by the U.S. Supreme Court.

The relevant question be-
fore the court was “[d]oes a 
guilty plea bar a criminal de-
fendant from later appealing 
his conviction on grounds 
that the statute of his convic-
tion violates the Constitu-
tion?” wrote Justice Stephen 
Breyer, for the court. 

The court analysis was 
based on 50 years of prior 

cases relating to plea bar-
gains and recognized that 
not all guilty plea challenges 
are within its jurisdiction. 
But, the justices agreed, in 
some instances they are.

The court explained that 
class action claims did not 
focus on “case-related con-
stitutional defects that oc-
curred prior to the entry of 
the guilty plea. They could 
not, for example, have been 
‘cured’ through a new in-
dictment by a properly se-
lected grand jury.”

Their decision rested on 
the fact that class was not 
challenging the fact that he 
did the deed, but instead dis-
puting the right of the gov-
ernment to “constitutionally 
prosecute” him for it.

By Rahsaan Thomas
Staff Writer

The U.S. Supreme Court 
has ordered a new trial, de-
spite evidence of the man’s 
guilt, in a case where the de-
fendant testified he is inno-
cent while his lawyer argued 
he is guilty.

Robert McCoy was 
charged with three counts 
of murder in Louisiana. The 
three victims were his es-

tranged wife’s family mem-
bers. Lewinston police ap-
prehended McCoy in Idaho a 
few days later.

McCoy pleaded not guilty 
and maintained his inno-
cence. Throughout the court 
proceedings, McCoy said he 
was out-of-town when the 
homicides happened and cor-
rupt police committed the 
murders in a drug deal gone 
bad.

Attorney Larry English 

took over the case from an-
other attorney who McCoy 
reported having difficul-
ties with. After reviewing 
the case, English felt the 
evidence against McCoy was 
overwhelming and the best 
strategy to avoid the death 
penalty involved conceding 
guilt.

McCoy objected to Eng-
lish conceding his guilt and 
tried to terminate his lawyer. 
English tried to get himself 

released from the case as 
well. The trial judge refused 
and set trial to start two days 
later.

At trial, English told the 
jury, “Robert McCoy com-
mitted these crimes,” but he 
also asked for mercy in light 
of McCoy’s “serious mental 
and emotional issues.” The 
jury voted for death penalty 
on all three counts.

McCoy moved for a new 
trial, alleging that defense 
counsel’s concession of guilt 
violated his Sixth Amend-
ment right to the effective as-
sistance of counsel.

Louisiana’s lower courts 
found the concession proper 
because the defense counsel 
had a reasonable strategy to 
avoid the death penalty in 
light of the evidence.

On May 14, six Supreme 
Court justices decided that it 
is a structural error (an auto-
matic reversal without show-
ing prejudice) when a defen-
dant insistently maintains 
his innocence to counsel 
and the court and his lawyer 
concedes his guilt to the jury 
anyway. (See McCoy v. Loui-
siana, 200 L.Ed. 2d 821.)

The high court recognized 
that under the Sixth Amend-

ment’s constitutional right to 
counsel, the defendant has a 
right “to decide that the ob-
jective of the defense is to 
assert innocence,” Justice J. 
Ginsberg wrote. 

“Because the error 
was structural, 
a new trial is 
the required 
corrective”

The defense attorney may 
make many strategic deci-
sions, the high court noted. 
But the right to assert inno-
cence, testify on one’s own 
behalf and forgo an appeal 
are decisions reserved for the 
client alone.

“These are not strategic 
choices … they are choices 
about what the client’s objec-
tives in fact are,” Ginsberg 
wrote. “The trial court’s al-
lowance of English’s admis-
sion of McCoy’s guilt despite 
McCoy insistent objections 
was incompatible with the 
Sixth Amendment.”

This case differs from a 
previous 2004 ruling in Flor-
ida v. Nixon (543 U.S. 175). 
In that case, trial counsel in-
formed the defendant of the 
strategy to concede guilt and 
the defendant was non-re-
sponsive. The Supreme Court 
ultimately ruled that trial 
counsel didn’t need to obtain 
the defendant’s express con-
sent to pursue a reasonable 
trial strategy based on con-
ceding guilt.

McCoy’s case was remand-
ed back to the Louisiana state 
courts for a new trial.

Justice Alito dissented. 
He was joined by Justices C. 
Thomas and J. J. Gorsuch.

“Because the error was 
structural, a new trial is the 
required corrective,” wrote 
Justice J. Ginsburg, who de-
livered the opinion of the 
court.

Normally, when an inef-
fective assistance of counsel 
claim is alleged, the person 
making the claim must prove 
both that the lawyer failed 
to provide effective assis-
tance and that, if not for the 
error, the defendant is likely 
to have won trial. (Strickland 
v. Washington, 466 U.S. 668, 
692  1984).

By Wayne Boatwright
Staff Writer

In May, President Trump 
pardoned Jack Johnson, the 
legendary first black world 
heavyweight boxing cham-
pion.

His legacy had been tar-
nished by a racially-tainted 
criminal conviction from 
1913.  

An all-White jury con-
victed Johnson under the 
Mann Act, a law that barred 
transporting women and 
girls across state lines for 
sex. He had travelled with 
a white woman across state 
lines and served 10 months 
in federal prison, The Wall 

Street Journal reported.
The pardon erases the 

“shame and humiliation that 
my family felt for my uncle, 
a great hero, being in prison 
unjustly,” said Linda Hay-
wood, one of Mr. Johnson’s 
descendants in the Oval Of-
fice.

Deontay Wilder, current 
WBC champion with a per-
fect 40-0 record, said, “This 
is a big step forward, espe-
cially for the Black com-
munity for the simple fact 
he [Trump] didn’t have to 
do it.”  

“Hopefully, this ain’t one 
thing — you do one great 
deed, then that’s it,” said 
Wilder, to encourage Trump 

to use the correction of this 
miscarriage of justice to 
improve race relations in 
America today according to 
The New York Times.

“However, there are a lot 
of current, modern-day is-
sues that he could address 
as the living president that 
he chooses not to. I’m just 
personally tired of symbol-
ism,” Stefanie Brown James 
said to The New YorkTimes. 

Sen. John McCain (R, 
Arizona) has been push-
ing for the pardon for years 
and tweeted “finally rights 
a historical wrong, restores 
a great athlete’s legacy and 
closes a shameful chapter in 
our history.”

Plea bargain challenges are
not barred to defendant

By Sergio Chavez 
Journalism Guild Writer 

Nitrogen gas may be the 
next method of state-sanc-
tioned executions, accord-
ing to The New York Times. 
Many states are considering 
the gas as an alternative to 
the controversial use of other 
lethal drug combinations.

The change in execution 
method comes on the heels 
of lawsuits alleging botched 
attempts with lethal injec-
tions, which were supposed 
to be more humane than the 
electric chair or gas chamber. 

Execution teams have ex-

perienced difficulties obtain-
ing the drugs used in lethal 
injections. However, experts 
question the efficiency of 
using nitrogen as a feasible 
solution because there is no 
existing scientific data. 

“If and when states begin 
carrying out executions with 
nitrogen, it will amount to 
the same type of experimen-
tation we see in the different 
variations of lethal injec-
tions” lawyer and expert on 
lethal injection at the Berke-
ley Law Death Penalty Clinic 
Jen Moreno told the New 
York Times.

Any state, federal or mili-

tary prison that experiments 
with the nitrogen gas as an 
executional method will be 
scrutinized as a test lab, the 
article said.

 An Alabama execution 
team was accused of punc-
turing the bladder of a pris-
oner as well as opening an 
artery during an attempt to 
find a vein suitable for their 
lethal injection. 

In response to the still-
existing need for a more vi-
able solution, Oklahoma, 
Mississippi and Alabama 
have now authorized the use 
of nitrogen gas as a means of 
execution.

Nitrogen gas could be new
method for executions

Trump pardons legendary
heavyweight champ Jack Johnson

Supreme Court grants new trial based attorney’s assertion of client’s guilt

Chart of number of people who were exonerated in 2017
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Exclusive screening of ‘From Incarceration to Education’
By Joe Garcia

Journalism Guild Writer

University of California at 
Berkeley filmmakers visited 
San Quentin for an exclusive 
screening of “From Incar-
ceration to Education,” an 

original documentary about 
four formerly incarcerated 
persons who successfully be-
came UC graduate students.

The April event included a 
question and answer session 
with first-time directors Sky-
lar Economy and Christian 

Collins. They were joined 
by two of the film’s formerly 
incarcerated stars, Richard 
Rodriguez-Leon and Shalita 
Williams.

“We just hope all y’all can 
see the possibility of achiev-
ing a college education for 

real,” Williams told a packed 
house of San Quentin in-
mates. “It’s a lot of hard work, 
but there’s a support network 
here to help.”

“From Incarceration to 
Education” showcases Berke-
ley’s Underground Scholars 
Initiative (USI), an advocate 
group formed by students to 
embrace formerly incarcer-
ated individuals and those 
impacted by incarceration in 
order to help them overcome 
the challenges of acclimating 
into academic life.

“The normal college stu-
dent doesn’t relate to where 
we’ve been and what we’ve 
gone through to get here,” 
Rodriguez-Leon said. “It’s 
important to understand that 
being here is the easy part 
compared to everything else 
we overcame to make it this 
far.”

“It’s definitely awkward 
being around all these kids,” 
Williams explained about her 
feelings of alienation. “Un-
derground Scholars lets us 
know we belong here, too.”

Initially an informal grass-
roots student union, USI now 

receives federal funding and 
is officially recognized by 
the entire UC system. The 
program provides assistance 
throughout the university 
application process and then 
offers a support group on 
campus. USI sponsors local 
cross-enrollment programs 
that can help community col-
lege students gain exposure 
to Berkeley coursework. 

“Struggling on my own in 
community college, just to 
complete the work to get ac-
cepted to Berkeley, that was 
tough,” admitted Rodriguez-
Leon. “But now, there’s plen-
ty of financial aid and peer 
support available.”

Williams spent over a de-
cade in and out of prison 
before fighting off her drug 
addiction and completing her 
bachelor’s degree at Berkeley. 
She will begin a master’s pro-
gram at UCLA in the fall.

“There were days where 
I’d get home from work and 
school, the sink would be full 
of dirty dishes, and the kids 
would be screaming to be 
fed,” Williams remembered. 
“I just wanted to cry.

“I still talk with my friends 
from the drug days, but I 
can’t hang out with them like 
I used to,” she said. “It’s cool. 
They’ve got their lives, and 
I’ve got mine.”

“I do my thing at school 
and still kick it with the 
homies in the neighborhood,” 
said Rodriguez-Leon, who 
also stays connected with a 
brother currently in prison. 
“My goal is to use my educa-
tion to inform my community 
and break down the social 
barriers against us.”

“I wanted to show the way 
these students succeeded af-
ter their time incarcerated,” 
said filmmaker Economy. 
“They’re a part of Berkeley’s 
rich tradition of diversity. I 
knew I had to film these guys 
and tell their story.”

When asked what she 
found most rewarding about 
her newfound achievements, 
Williams smiled at the crowd 
and said, “Being invited to 
speak to groups like y’all 
and help make a difference. I 
want to do all I can with the 
advantages I’ve gained.”

By Marcus Henderson
Journalism Guild Chairman

San Quentin’s pioneering 
training program teaching pris-
oners to write computer code 
has attracted attention in Great 
Britain, as well as other coun-
tries abroad. 

The new coding program in 
the UK was patterned after San 
Quentin’s Last Mile, a program 
which is now called Code.7370.  
The British program opened 
in the Her Majesty’s Humber 
Prison in the United Kingdom 
(UK).

“I read about 
The Last Mile 
a couple years 
ago and asked 
if I could do 
something 

similar over here 
in Europe”

“I read about The Last Mile 
a couple years ago,” Michael 
Taylor, Code4000 founder, 
told San Quentin News. “I 
reached out and ask if I could 
do something similar over here 
in Europe, and Chris Redlitz at 
the Last Mile was extremely 
helpful. We more or less mir-
rored The Last Mile project 
here in the UK.”

Taylor has a background in 
teaching coding under difficult 
circumstances. He taught refu-
gee kids and troubled youth in 
a program called CoderDojo. 

Taylor took his interest in 
teaching prisoners how to code 
to the Ministry of Justice in 
London. It was close to a year 
before the prison program was 
up and running. 

The program currently has 
16 prisoners, most of whom 
had zero knowledge of coding. 
The prisoners are trained in 
web development but without 
being connected to the inter-
net. All the self-help videos 
and books for the curriculum 
are downloaded to an offline 
server in the classroom. The 
program facilitators have inter-
net connection to do a Google 
search and to find answers. 

“Normally you would just 
say log on to this course and do 
this course. We can’t do that, 
so we have to do everything 
offline,” Taylor said. “Our vol-
unteers write stuff for us and 
they do little micro-courses 
that the guys can use… It’s all 
mentoring.”

Once participants are 
trained to work on external 
projects, they can move to the 
senior coder level. Upon re-
lease, Code4000 tries to get 
graduates apprenticeships with 
real companies or into full-
time employment. So far only 
one person has graduated, who 
paroled and currently works as 
an apprentice coder. 

“Coding is a great leveler,” 
Taylor said. “A lot of people in 
prison tend to have some kind 
of mental-health issue, or have 
the letter combinations like 
ADHD or OCD, or social prob-
lems. Coding can be that kind 
of thing that strips away those 
things and become a positive 
thing when you’re coding.”

“The one graduate was ba-
sically a painter and decorator 
before that,” Taylor added. “He 
didn’t really know English or 
math, but that didn’t stop him 
or other people in his position 
from learning coding.”

The stigma that formerly 
incarcerated people face in the 
United States is the same in 
the UK, but it’s different when 
it comes to coding jobs, Taylor 
said.

“Tech companies tend to be 
run by a younger generation 
with less hang-ups about this 
kind of thing,” Taylor said. 
“It’s a bit easier for us to talk to 
companies and talk about get-

ting ex-offenders into employ-
ment in the tech sector than it 
would be in other sectors.”

Taylor is starting to under-
stand the challenges working 
within the prison system. 

“A lot of people are enthu-
siastic about this at the higher 
level but as it gets pushed 
down the chain, people get 
more cautious, and the culture 
of risk aversion kicks in,”  he 
added. “Mostly people cover 
their backs by saying ‘no.’ You 
have to push against a culture 
that doesn’t like trying new 
things.

“I had to find some cham-
pions within the system who 
were willing to take the risk.”

Code4000 is expected to 
open at another prison and 
hopes to expand the program 
to 10 prisons within two years.

“Finding the money is al-
ways the problem. It’s like 
prisons are the most forgotten 
and least funded social en-
gagement projects in the UK,” 
Taylor said. “They’re not sexy 
enough. Do you know what I 
mean?  It’s like nobody’s really 
interested.”

Just as Taylor contacted The 
Last Mile to help establish 
coding programs for prisoners 
within his country, interested 
people in Australia, New Zea-
land, Chile and Code Phoenix 
in France have been in touch 
with Taylor to do the same 
thing. 

“It’s kind of an idea whose 
time has come,” Taylor said. 
“If you teach people in prison 
all these skills but you don’t 
teach them coding, you’re re-
ally missing out… it’s an obvi-
ous thing to do.”

Instructor teaching UK prisoner coding
Photo courtesy of

UK coding program takes 
its cues from The Last Mile

By Rahsaan Thomas
Staff Writer

A fast-food receipt exposed 
a Kentucky police detective’s 
corruption and led to the in-
vestigation that shutdown the 
drug task force, the Louisville 
Courier Journal reported. 
The detective served five 
months in jail.

Kyle Willett went through 
a McDonald’s drive thru, 
purchased sweet tea and a 
cheeseburger, and then went 
to work. Outside a UPS global 
shipping hub, he took a pack-
age to his car, tore it open, 
pried open a metal safe inside 
and stole $40,000 in cash, the 
newspaper reported June 18.

His mistake was stuffing 
his McDonald’s bag, with a 
receipt with his credit card 
information on it, into the 
package and mailing it to its 
original designation in Oak-
land, according to an article.

Willett was a veteran Lou-
isville metro police narcotics 
detective. The lauded detec-
tive was featured on the True 
Crime TV show and was part 
of an elite drug task force as-
signed to intercept drug ship-
ments sent through the mail, 
according to the article by 
Beth Warren. The task force 
combated a drug pipeline 
said to be responsible for 400 
drug-related deaths last year.

Other details from the ar-

ticle are as follows:
A West Coast drug in-

terdiction task force with a 
warrant to search the pack-
age waited on its arrival. The 
evidence should have helped 
them take down a drug traf-
ficker; instead, it exposed 
Willett.

Thereafter, the FBI and 
Louisville police Public In-
tegrity Unit conducted an in-
vestigation. Through surveil-
lance cameras inside Willett’s 
SUV, they captured him steal-
ing more money and some-
thing else strange. In violation 
of procedures, several detec-
tives were taking packages to 
their vehicles and searching 
them without a warrant.

“It’s not legal,” said defense 
attorney Josh Schneider, a 
former narcotics prosecu-
tor. “All the narcotics cops I 
worked with knew if they 
wanted to get inside a house, 
a box, they needed a warrant.”

The joint task force that 
included Willett consisted 
of five members of LMPD, 
a Kentucky State Police of-
ficer, three Jefferson Coun-
try Sheriffs’ officers and one 
part-time Homeland Security 
agent. They received federal 
money, resources and training 
to do their job.

This joint task force inter-
cepted 50 pounds of heroin, 
197 pounds of cocaine and 
190 pounds of meth in pack-

age flown through UPS, Fed-
Ex and the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice.

But the scandal halted the 
very task force assigned to 
stop a major drug pipeline.

“All of this was brought 
about by a dishonest cop who 
none of us have any sympathy 
for,” Kentucky State Police 
Commissioner Rick Sanders 
told the Louisville Courier 
Journal.

The task force restarted 
after 19 months with new 
procedures in place to ensure 
accountability, including no 
opening packages without a 
warrant, having security per-
sonal present when a pack-
age needs to be opened, and 
replacing the entire task force 
with new members.

“We had some systemic is-
sues with the task force last 
time, so we needed to clean 
house completely,” U.S. At-
torney for Western District 
of Kentucky Russell Coleman 
said.

Willett left the police force 
and pleaded guilty to stealing 
more than $74,000 between 
January and August 2016.

He received five months 
in federal prison and five 
months home detection with 
two years of probation.

Sanders called Willett’s 
brief jail sentence ”disturb-
ing,” considering the impact 
of his actions.

Fast-food blunder sends
Kentucky narc to prison

By William Earl Tolbert
Journalism Guild Writer

The California Prison In-
dustry Authority (CALPIA) 
pre-apprentice program has 
graduated 70 women in the 
field of carpentry, construc-
tion labor, healthcare facilities 
maintenance and computer 
coding at the California Insti-
tution for Women (CIW), re-
ported ABC 7.

“It’s scary, thinking about 
going home, not knowing how 
you’re going to handle things. 
I heard it’s hard out there, es-
pecially when you’re getting 
out of prison ,” graduate Jonala 

Jones said. “These skills give 
me more peace of mind know-
ing I obtained something that 
can help me get a job.”

The goal of the program is to 
rehabilitate inmates by giving 
them viable job training. The 
program has been successful 
in making sure they don’t end 
up in custody again. It has a 
low 7.13 percent cumulative re-
cidivism rate for its graduates. 
The coding program has a zero 
percent recidivism rate.

Once they parole, program 
graduates are eligible to sign 
up at a union hall in California. 
They can also apply to have 
their union dues paid for a year 

by the training organization.
“They’re enthusiastic about 

the programs that we bring,” 
CIW Warden Molly Hill said. 
“They’re open to change and 
trying new programs to make 
themselves more successful, 
and you usually don’t see that 
at other institutions.” 

Graduate Ashley Mc-
Crimmon confirmed that she 
learned to be a better team 
player.

“My bosses taught me that 
you’re only as good as your 
last job,” she said. “You have to 
do your best every day. That’s 
something I’m going to keep 
with me forever.”

CALPIA’s offers pre-apprentice
programs for female prisoners

Photo courtesy of CDCR

Female coder at work in CALPIA’s coding program
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The number of offenders 
in county jails  on psychotro-
pic medications increased 25 
percent in 45 California coun-
ties in the past five years, re-
ports California Health Policy 
Strategies (CHPS) for Kaiser 
Health News.

The Kaiser Health News 
report shows that a shortage 
of community-based treatment 
centers have made county jails 
a warehouse for mentally ill 
people.

A separate report by the 
Council On Mentally Ill Of-
fenders (COMIO) found that 
the mental health prison popu-
lation grew from 19 percent in 
2006 to 30 percent in 2016.

Since the report was re-
leased, COMIO swapped 
names, becoming the Council 
on Criminal Justice and Be-
havioral Health (CCJBH).

CCBJH also notes that the 
National Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI) estimates that 
25 to 40 percent of people with 
mental illness will be jailed or 
incarcerated at some point in 
their lives.

Each year, there are an esti-
mated two million jail admis-
sions in the United States that 
involve individuals with acute 
mental illness.

“Jails are not conducive for 
real recovery,” said Zima Crea-
son, president and chief execu-
tive officer of Mental Health 
America of California, “We 
are never going to put a dent in 
the numbers unless we provide 
a therapeutic environment.”

Kaiser Health News, how-
ever, reports that California 
jail officials believe they are 
getting better at identifying 
inmates that can benefit from 
medication.

Medications are the most 
critical part of treatment, says 
H. Richard Lamb, profes-
sor emeritus of psychiatry at 
the USC School of Medicine, 
but “you need enough mental 
health professionals to treat the 
very large numbers of mental-
ly ill people in jails.”  

Advocates for the mentally 
ill are concerned that psychi-
atric medication may be pre-
scribed inappropriately.

Ron Honberg, senior policy 
adviser at NAMI, said officials 
with limited resources and the 
large number of inmates may 
cause psychiatric medications 
to be administered to “keep 
people calm and sedate.”

The Los Angeles County 
jail is described as the largest 
mental institution in the coun-
try.

Kaiser Health News also 
reported that Joseph Ortego, 
chief psychiatrist for correc-
tional health in L.A. County, 
said that the county has im-
proved identification and treat-
ment of mentally ill inmates. 

Creason said that jails 
should provide more individ-
ual and group therapy, more 
time outside of cells and suf-
ficient recreation for mentally 
ill inmates.

Ortego said jails do not 
have the necessary space for 
therapy.

“Sadly, they just throw a 
bunch of pills at them because 
there is nothing else,” Creason 
said.

—Jesse Vasquez

By Timothy Hicks
Journalism Guild Writer

All 35 of California’s pris-
ons may have the option to 
serve its 120,000 inmates 
vegan meals if Senate Bill 
1138 passes, said CBS Sac-
ramento.

State Sen. Nancy Skinner, 
D-Berkeley, revealed legis-
lation that ensures Califor-
nia inmates, and those  in 
hospitals and nursing homes, 
the option to choose wheth-
er they want to eat meat or 
plant-based meals. The bill 
would require prisons to 
change their menus or have 
the choice to do so. 

The article writes that 
Bill Sessa, spokesman for 
the Department of Correc-
tions and Rehabilitation, said 

most inmates already receive 
state-issued standard meals 
and about 10  percent receive 
special meals like Kosher, Is-
lamic or vegetarian. 

The meal would give facil-
ities and hospitals the choice 
also on what meals to serve, 
Skinner said. 

“We want to make sure 
that you are not prevented 
from being able to exercise 
that choice which you would 
have in another setting,” 
Skinner said. “We recognize 
human rights are for every-
one whether they are incar-
cerated or not.” 

Skinner added, “But most 
importantly, I want to make 
sure we’re being fair and giv-
ing those in institutional set-
tings food options that meet 
their individual needs.”

Prison death still a mystery after year-long investigation
By William Earl Tolbert
Journalism Guild Writer

One year and a transpar-
ent investigation later, the 
death of inmate James Leon-
ard Acuna remains undeter-
mined.

Acuna’s decomposing 
body had been found in a cell 
he shared with another in-
mate at Richard J. Donovan 
Correctional Facility, at least 

two days after he passed, re-
ported Patch.

“The fact [Acuna] made 
bad choices and was paying 
his debt to society doesn’t 
mean he should have been ne-
glected,” said Sara Leslie, a 
volunteer for California Pris-
on Focus, an inmates’ rights 
nonprofit. “We as a society 
should care because we are a 
civilized country and it’s ex-
pected that we treat all people 

By Forrest Lee Jones
Journalism Guild Writer

Prison construction and 
overcrowding is down due 
to the State of California 
implementing smart and ef-
fective prison reform poli-
cies, reports Californians 
for Safety and Justice (CSJ).

“The long overdue task of 
replacing ineffective over-
incarceration with smart 
justice in the nation’s most 
populous state is finally un-
derway,” CSJ reports.

Data collected from the 
study show a 10 percent 
drop in California county 
jail populations, a 64 per-
cent reduction in the number 
of people on state parole, 
and a 22 percent decrease in 
felony filings. 

Currently, 1.5 million 
Californians are eligible to 
have their nonviolent felony 
convictions expunged from 
their old convictions, re-
moving barriers to new op-
portunities. Additionally, 
rehabilitation programs are 
being instituted in the jus-
tice system to help reduce 
recidivism, and trauma cen-
ters are being established 
to help those impacted by 
crime. 

Finally, money saved 
from prison spending is be-
ing allocated to community 
treatment and crime preven-
tion programs, according to 
the 2017 report.

Despite these historic re-
ductions and improvements, 
the report found prison pop-
ulations are still too high, 
resulting in prison spending 
that costs California taxpay-
ers $11 billion a year.

The report suggests fur-
ther reforms that could po-
tentially reduce California 
prison terms by 20 percent 
and the prison population 
by 30,000, resulting in the 
closure of prisons and sav-
ings of more than a billion 
dollars.

“Reducing state impris-
onment by 30,000 people 
would allow California to 
close five prisons and save—
conservatively  —about $1.5 
billion in state prison spend-
ing,” the report says.

According to the report, 
55 percent of Californians 
who responded to a 2017 
CSJ survey supported clos-
ing state prisons and using 
the savings to fund mental 
health and substance abuse 
treatment at the local level.

The report recommends 

spending that $1.5 billion on 
improving California com-
munities in the following 
three ways:

First, the report suggests 
expanding mental health 
services to address serious 
mental illness, increase drug 
abuse treatment for those 
suffering from addiction, 
and add to diversion and 
housing programs to address 
homeless people who com-
mit crime.

Second, the report advo-
cates creating a process for 
victims of crime to recover 
from the trauma inflicted on 
them, get back on their feet, 
avoid re-victimization, and 
regain some stability.

Finally, the report advo-
cates ensuring that released 
inmates have a strong sup-
port base when released 
from custody. This, the re-
ports says, can be accom-
plished by providing access 
to employment, housing, so-
cial programs, and help with 
reconnecting with family.

According to the report, 
implementing these reforms 
will make California a bet-
ter place to live for both the 
formerly incarcerated and 
the general population of the 
state.

in a humane manner.”
Because Acuna’s body was 

so decomposed, forensic ex-
perts aren’t sure how he died 
and they listed the cause of 
death as “undetermined.”

While it’s possible Acuna 
died of natural causes, an 
autopsy concluded “homi-
cidal violence cannot be 
completely excluded,” as the 
body showed “signs of minor 
blunt force injury of head and 

So far, no one has opposed 
the bill, and it passed its first 
committee hearing with a 
unanimous vote, the article 
said. 

However, not all inmates 
agree to this new proposal. 
Curtis Frazier, a San Quen-
tin prisoner, said, “I don’t 
think they should take meat 
out the menu, period, and 
they already give some of us 
those special meals. I don’t 
see use for the bill because 
I don’t see what difference it 
will make.” 

Another advantage the bill 
would give to California is 
that adding vegan meals may 
help the state reach water 
conservation goals, the ar-
ticle said, because they re-
quire less water to produce 
than does meals.

extremities,” Patch reported.
The San Diego County 

Sheriff’s Department refused 
to release its report of the 
investigation, after a request 
from Patch, making it impos-
sible to determine how exten-
sive the homicide investiga-
tors’ probing was.

Patch also reported that, ac-
cording to a San Diego County 
Medical Examiner’s report, 
Acuna’s cellmate told a mental 
healthcare professional at the 
prison that he had “murdered 
his former cellmate to get a 
cell to himself” while he was 
in Kern County.

Bardis Vakili, a prisoner 
rights advocate and senior at-
torney with the ACLU of San 
Diego and Imperial Valley, 
criticized California Depart-
ment of Corrections and Re-
habilitation (CDCR) employ-
ees for not finding the body 
sooner.

“Whenever the govern-
ment takes someone into 
custody, it bears the respon-
sibility for that individual’s 
safety,” Vakili said. “How-
ever harsh the conditions in 
prison may be, for a dead 
body to go unnoticed in a cell 
for so long that the cause of 

death can no longer be deter-
mined requires a shocking 
level of carelessness.”

CDCR regulations require 
the physical head-counting of 
inmates four times a day. In-
mates like Acuna, who occu-
pied a cell, must stand at the 
cell door until counted, said 
the article.

Dan Vasquez, a thirty-
year veteran of CDCR and 
former warden at two pris-
ons, one being San Quentin, 
said he found Acuna’s death 
troubling from a procedural 
standpoint. 

“It was a rule drilled into 
my head,” Vasquez said, 
“You had to make sure you 
saw living, breathing flesh—
that’s when you knew the in-
mate was OK.”

A spokesperson for CDCR 
told Patch that appropri-
ate action was taken against 
some employees. However, 
she would not disclose the 
number of employees, their 
positions, or what specific 
disciplinary action was being 
considered, citing employ-
ees’ “due process” rights.

Acuna was diagnosed with 
hepatitis C and suffered from 
cirrhosis of the liver, souces 

who asked to remain anony-
mous told Patch. But Dr. 
David Bernstein, an internal 
medicine and gastroenterol-
ogy specialist and hepatitis 
B and C researcher, reviewed 
the autopsy report and 
doesn’t believe Acuna died 
from the condition. He said 
cirrhosis can kill, but there 
will be bleeding and other 
symptoms, none of which 
Acuna’s autopsy indicated.

Another pressing question 
is why healthcare profession-
als who should have had dai-
ly face-to-face contact with 
Acuna and should have pro-
vided him with medication 
in person didn’t discover him 
dead in bed. It is uncertain 
whether Acuna was supposed 
to be receiving medication 
through his cell door or from 
the “pill window,” noted the 
article.

While Acuna’s post-mor-
tem toxicology test reported 
traces of antidepressants 
Venlafaxine, Amitriptyline, 
and Nortriptyline—a drug 
prescribed for headaches and 
sleep issues—there was no 
indication of any medication 
prescribed to treat hepatitis 
C, reported Patch.

By Jesse Vasquez
Managing Editor

San Quentin State Prison’s 
transition from a General 
Population (GP) facility to 
a non-designated program-
ming facility has uncovered 
old prejudices and uncom-
mon collaborations.

The inmate response to the 
new housing designation is as 
diverse as the prison popula-
tion.

Most inmates have been 
indifferent to the inflow of 
newcomers, while others 
have been cautious and alert.

Some prisoners transferred 
out of San Quentin because 
they did not want to deal with 
the unknown.

Few inmates, and admin-
istrators, could predict what 
was going to happen when 
GP inmates and Sensitive 
Needs Yard (SNY) inmates 
were united into one com-
munity.

“Some people that are here 
at San Quentin are old-tim-
ers, and they have a hard time 
changing their perspective 
about people,” said Anthony 
A., a former gang member, “I 
think it’s because the past is 
all they have.”

Most of the new arrivals are 
former gang members who 
decided to make a change in 
their lives’ direction; their 
decision is also making a dif-
ference in the prison.

Although the majority of 
the population remains race 
and gang segregated, the 
newcomers have formed a 
multicultural group of pris-
oners.

“Whenever someone 
shows up off the bus, we try 
to embrace them because 
whether people are active 
or drop-outs from a gang—

everyone is uncomfortable 
when they arrive,” Michael 
R. said. “I want to give these 
guys the opportunity I didn’t 
have when I first came to 
prison.”

San Quentin offers the 
same opportunities and pro-
grams as before but as a non-
designated programming fa-
cility, there is zero tolerance 
for prison politics and gang 
activity.

“We are creating a 
system where the 
inmate is treated 
as an individual”

“I decided to drop out of 
the gang because I didn’t want 
to catch a life sentence,” said 
Sergio C., a former Bay Area 
gang member. “My supposed 
homeboys told me I had to 
stab somebody and get caught 
with the knife. I think my 
life is worth more than those 
kinds of friends.”

Many of the new arrivals 
say that in order to prove their 
loyalty, gang members are ex-
pected to do things that could 
earn them extra prison time, 
in some cases even a life sen-
tence.

“I thought a lot about what 
I wanted for myself before 
I decided to step away from 
the gang lifestyle,” Michael 
R. said. “When I talked to my 
wife and my children, I knew 
I couldn’t do this prison stuff 
anymore.”

Michael, Anthony and oth-
ers are helping steer new ar-
rivals into programs, educa-
tion, and introspection.

The California Department 

of Corrections and Rehabili-
tation (CDCR) has received 
some criticism for its shift in 
housing policies that to out-
siders seems arbitrary.

Earlier this year, the 
CDCR outlined its methods 
to curb prison-gang influence 
and promote rehabilitation 
through the implementation 
of non-designated program-
ming facilities and Restric-
tive Custody General Popula-
tion (RCGP) yards.

“These non-designated 
yards are the long-needed so-
lution to our problems,” Ser-
gio C. said. “Before, I was too 
busy trying to keep up with 
yard politics and fighting for 
our fair share of state prop-
erty, so I didn’t focus on pre-
paring for release and staying 
out, I ended up coming back.”

In April, Scott Kernan, 
Secretary of the CDCR, 
wrote in the Secretary’s Cor-
ner that significant criminal 
justice reforms that provide 
incentives for rehabilitation 
have also given the depart-
ment an opportunity to ex-
pect more from offenders.

“We are creating a system 
where the inmate is treated 
as an individual, and with 
that change we have to ex-
pect conformance to behav-
ioral standards just like in the 
community,” Kernan wrote.

Most of the new arrivals at 
San Quentin are taking ad-
vantage of the available op-
portunities.

“I’ve never seen a prison 
like this,” said Mario, a His-
panic from southern Cali-
fornia, who decided to stay. 
“I was planning to leave 
because of what my homies 
might think, but then I 
thought I better get my life 
in order instead of worrying 
about what others think.”

Vegan meals could be an option

Reformed prison policies have 
cut down on overcrowding

More inmates taking meds 
for mental health issues 

San Quentin’s big transition
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1.  Washington – A federal 
judge has ruled that all Muslim 
inmates in a state prison must 
be given nighttime meals to 
accommodate their daytime 
fast for the month of Rama-
dan, the HuffPost reports. The 
inmates claimed that prison 
officials refused to provide 
them with proper nutrition be-
tween sundown and sunrise, 
the only time when Muslims 
observing the daily fast can 
eat. Since they weren’t able to 
eat a proper meal during those 
times, the inmates claim they 
lost an average of more than 
20 pounds each.

2.  Texas – A Tarrant 
County woman and ex-of-
fender, who received a five-
year jail sentence for voting 
illegally, will not get a new 
trial, a judge decided. Accord-
ing to The New York Times, 
Judge Ruben Gonzalez, the 
same judge who sentenced 
43-year-old Crystal Mason to 
the lengthy jail term, turned 
down her bid for a retrial. Ma-
son was convicted of voting 
illegally in the 2016 election. 
Her status as a felon — Mason 
was sentenced to jail for tax 
fraud in 2011 — made it ille-
gal for her to cast a ballot. But 
Mason says that no one told 
her she was ineligible to vote: 
not her supervision officer, 
not the judge who sentenced 
her and not the election work-
ers who helped her fill out a 
provisional ballot.

3.  Kansas – Prisoners 
confined in a private prison 
owned by CoreCivic had their 
private conversations record-
ed more than 1,300 times, and 
the information was turned 
over to prosecutors, reports 
Mother Jones. A lawsuit in 
federal court seeks at least $10 
million in damages. If a judge 
finds a violation of attorney-
client privilege, numerous 
charges and convictions could 
be overturned. Most of the 
recordings occurred between 
2011 and 2013.

4.  Columbus, Ohio - A 
former juror on a death penalty 
trial said that he was “frankly 
upset”  to learn about the 
childhood of the man he and 
11 other jurors recommended 
be executed two decades ago, 
reports The Associated Press. 
The childhood history of Ray-
mond Tibbetts was “presented 
as a debate between his attor-
neys, who said his background 

was terrible, and prosecutors, 
who said it wasn’t that bad,” 
ex-juror Ross Geiger told the 
Ohio Parole Board. Geiger 
said he was surprised to learn 
that when Tibbetts was a boy, 
he and his brothers were tied 
to a single bed at night, were 
not fed properly, were thrown 
down stairs, had their fingers 
beaten with spatulas and were 
burned on heating registers, 
according to Tibbetts’ appli-
cation for mercy last year.

5.  New York City - 
Ninety-nine percent of the 
NYPD’s gang database are 
people of color, according to 
the Juvenile Justice Informa-
tion Exchange. Blacks: 65 
percent. Non-white Hispanic: 
24 percent. At the time of the 
inspection, the gang database 
number was 17,441 — mean-
ing that 17,267 of the individu-
als in the database are either 
Black or Hispanic. There were 
1,460 people who are younger 
than 18 in the database. The 
average age of someone on the 
database was 27.

6.  Maryland – State cor-
rections officials have agreed 
to rescind a policy that re-
stricted prisoners’ access to 
books, The Baltimore Sun 
reports. Inmates may now ac-
cept books from family and 
online retailers, but only after 
those books have undergone a 
rigorous screening process.

7.  Pennsylvania - By July, 
State Police officers will be 
required to file a report any 
time they call immigration 
authorities to the scene of a 
traffic stop, detailing the cir-
cumstances behind the call, 
reports ProPublica. This 
change comes two months af-
ter ProPublica and the Phila-

delphia Inquirer published an 
investigation about state and 
local police officers in the 
state helping Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement round 
up immigrants for deporta-
tion, using tactics that raise 
questions about racial profil-
ing and unlawful arrest.

8.  Alabama – The suicide 
rate in Alabama prisons is one 
of the highest in the country, 
reports the Southern Poverty 
Law Center. Last summer, a 
federal district judge declared 
the states prisons’ mental 
health system “horrendously 
inadequate,” an unconsti-
tutional failure that led to a 
“skyrocketing suicide rate” 
among prisoners. In a hearing 
last June, the court examined 
the state’s use of segregation 
– solitary confinement – for 
prisoners with mental ill-
ness. Since the beginning of 
2018, four people — three in 
solitary confinement and one 
on death row — have died by 
suicide.

9.  Alabama - Nine of the 
top 10 issues for black voters 
matched those of white voters, 
according to the latest report 
by the Public Affairs Re-
search Council of Alabama. 
The exceptions were higher 
education, ranked as the No. 
5 concern for blacks but not 
in the top 10 for whites, and 
improving the state’s image, 
ranked as No. 10 for whites 
but not on the list for blacks. 
After education, the top is-
sues overall were healthcare, 
government corruption and 
ethics, health and substance 
abuse, poverty and homeless-
ness, jobs and the economy, 
crime and public safety, job 
training and workforce devel-

By Wayne Boatwright
Staff Writer

As part of a new pro-
gram at the prison’s Health 
Care Services Building, San 
Quentin inmates employed 
by California Prison Indus-
try Authority (CALPIA) re-
ceived top marks for profes-
sionalism. In fact, a rigorous 
inspection report concludes 
that SQ’s CALPIA Health-
care Facilities Maintenance 
(HFM) has set the bar for 
other facilities.  

The HFM program pro-
vides janitorial services and 
cleanliness for contracted 
patient-care areas for San 
Quentin’s health care facili-
ties. It has approximately 10 
outside HFM staff and 53 
offender-workers. 

San Quentin residents have 
all had their cells inspected 
and think they know what it’s 
like, but this internal audit 
went on for a full week and 
included a total of 11,616 in-
dividual items inspected and 
cataloged. While the report 
does not refer to the use of 
sniffing dogs, the inspectors 
did use new computer audit 
tools, bacteria monitors and a 
process that had them review 
specific areas multiple times 
over the weeklong inspec-
tion. 

The addition of new Sys-
tem Sure Plus Hygienia ATP 
Monitoring equipment con-
firmed the visual inspections. 
There were consistently low 
readings for germs and mi-
croorganisms.

The HFM Program stands 
as a model of efficiency, ac-
cording to a bottom-to-top 
assessment.

“SQ performance had 
a compliance rating of 98 
percent and ranked second 
highest statewide in overall 
score and ranked highest in 
housekeeping with a score of 
99 percent,” the inspectors 
concluded.

The report was a chance 
to confirm what the local 
management believed, “that 
cleanliness of the contracted 
areas had greatly improved” 
since the November 2014 
start of the HFM Program.

As is standard business 

practice for such inspec-
tions, the report identified 
best practices and areas of 
deficiencies. With the saniti-
zation of medical equipment 
(like surgical pumps, oxygen 
tanks, crash carts, etc.), floor 
care, waste receptacle saniti-
zation and hard to reach areas 
all scoring 100 percent.

Areas of improvement 
included the need for mo-
bile storage containers in a 
storage room for waste con-
tainment and the need to 
complete training and certifi-
cations of the workers.

Anticipating a formal in-
spection by the Office of 
Inspector General and the 
court-appointed receiver, the 
inspectors concluded “The 
HFM Programs has the abil-
ity to meet contractual ob-
ligations both in the quan-
tity and quality of the work 
required…by a skilled and 
well-trained offender-work-
force” while at the same time 
“providing a viable trade to 
offender-worker’s employ-
ability.”

“I did this same job on the 
street and was making over 
$30 an hour,” claimed one of 
the current HFM workers.

The fight for incarcerated women detailed in new memoir

By Juan Haines
Senior Editor

Of the many memoirs that 
have landed on my desk, Be-
coming Ms. Burton: From 
Prison to Recovery to Lead-
ing the Fight for Incarcer-
ated Women (2010) is one of 
the most inspirational. In the 
foreword, writer Michelle 
Alexander sets the stage 
by drawing a comparison 
between the memoir’s au-
thor, Susan Burton, and the 
legendary Harriet Tubman. 
Tubman helped create the 
Underground Railroad for 
runaway slaves yearning to 
be free; Burton helps women 
held captive by our prison 
system make a constructive 
break for freedom and re-
build their lives.

Burton’s efforts prefigure 
the era of Me Too and Times 
Up as she and co-writer Cari 

Lynn take readers through 
the struggles and setbacks 
women endure and the cru-
cial policy changes neces-
sary to promote their inde-
pendence and, for the women 
who have children, create 
stable homes for both. She 
makes it clear that one per-
son’s determination, aided 
by partnerships, can make 
an enormous difference. 

The author vividly por-
trays the hardships of her 
own childhood and the many 
obstacles she had to over-
come. Just one of the ways 
she suffered was abuse by 
the men in her mother’s life 
-- abuse from which her 
mother did not protect her. 
The pivotal trauma in her 
life, however, was when her 
five-year-old son was killed 
by an off-duty policeman 
speeding through an inter-
section. The police refused 
to take responsibility for the 
death. 

The combination of these 
events -- the nagging effects 

of childhood trauma, the 
lack of police accountabil-
ity and the gaping hole her 
son’s death left in her life – 
resulted in Burton turning 
to drugs. The timing of her 
addiction couldn’t have been 
worse because it coincided 
with the Los Angeles drug 
epidemic that she describes 
as follows: 

Crack had come to 
town mysteriously and 
seemingly overnight. One 
day it didn’t exist, the 
next it did. Like the bibli-
cal plague of locusts, like 
Hitchcock’s The Birds, 
crack swarmed out of no-
where straight into South 
Central and ravaged the 
place.

“Drugs are insidious. No 
one does dope to get addict-
ed,” Burton writes. “But you 
use it, and then it uses you.”

Her life spiraled out of 
control as she engaged in 
criminal activity to support 

her addiction. She describes 
substance abuse as “a social 
ill for some, a criminal ill for 
others,” adding, “The life-
time likelihood of impris-
onment for White women is 
one in 118; for Black women, 
it’s one in 19.”

Ultimately, Burton real-
ized that getting off drugs 
was only the first step — a 
stable home after incarcera-
tion was another essential 
step toward successful re-
entry. To meet this need she 
created a halfway house: A 
New Way of Life. 

While building the pro-
gram, she discovered that 
she had an exceptional abil-
ity to “connect with people 
and feel something.” 

Now, she sees hope and 
possibilities in everyone.

“My job now was to value 
each and every woman, to 
cast aside my doubt and be-
lieve in them — and to teach 
them to cast aside their own 
doubt and to hold themselves 
and others to a standard of 

accountability, integrity, and 
respect,” Burton writes. 

After A New Way of Life 
began providing women a 
place to live post-incarcera-
tion, she realized that elimi-
nating barriers to housing, 
employment and healthcare 
was also necessary. And, 
she writes, it’s crucial that 
women have access to their 
children after leaving prison.

“Then I thought, ‘it’s gon-
na take more of us to make 
some real change,’ so I be-
came an organizer,” Burton 
writes. 

The most important goal, 
Burton says, is reuniting 
women with their children. 
She points out that 65 million 
Americans with a criminal 
record face a total of 45,000 
collateral consequences that 
restrict everything from 
employment, professional 
licensing, child custody 
rights, housing, student aid, 
voting, and even the ability 
to visit an incarcerated loved 
one. “Many of these restric-
tions are permanent, forever 
preventing those who’ve al-
ready served their time from 
reaching their potential in 
the workforce, as parents, 
and as productive citizens.”

Burton’s sense of what’s 
needed to assist returning 
citizens derives from her be-
lief that the people most di-
rectly affected by a problem 
will have the best solutions 
for it because, she writes, 
“they lived it.”

NEWSBRIEFS

BOOK REVIEW

opment, improving the state’s 
image and tax reform.

10.  Mississippi – The 
office of District Attorney 
Doug Evans has struck black 
potential jurors at more than 
four times the rate as white 
potential jurors, The Clarion-
Ledger reports. The article 
cites APM Reports. Between 
1992 and 2017, Evans’ office 
handled 418 criminal trials. 
APM Reports obtained jury 
information on 225 of those 
trials. In those trials, pros-
ecutors struck half of all black 
potential jurors, compared to 
11 percent of white potential 
jurors. APM Reports conclud-
ed that “even when control-
ling for race-neutral factors 
raised during juror question-
ing, black jurors were still far 
more likely to be struck than 
white jurors who answered in 
the same way.”

11.  Florida – Florida has 
one of the strictest felon dis-
enfranchisement laws in the 
country, requiring anyone 
with a felony conviction to 
apply for clemency from the 
governor in order to restore 
their right to vote, reports 
ThinkProgress. When Gover-
nor Rick Scott took office in 
2011, he created a process that 
takes between five to seven 
years before people could pe-
tition for restoration of their 
voting rights. While the previ-
ous governor, Charlie Christ, 
restored rights to 155,315 
people during his four years 
in office, Scott eliminated the 
automatic process, requiring 
every petitioner to appear be-
fore him. As a result, his ad-
ministration has granted just 
2,488 petitions in his first six 
years in office.

SQ Health Care 
program sets the bar 
for CDCR facilities

The HFM Program pays its 
offender-workers from 35 

cents to one dollar an hour.
HFM provides five train-

ing certifications:  

• Cleaning Chemi-
cals PTPC 451

• Floors & Floor-care 
Equipment PTPC 452

• Maintaining Floors & Other 
Surfaces PTPC 453

• Rest Room Care 
PTPC 454

• Carpet and Upholstery 
Care PTPC 455

Completion of each of course 
qualifies the worker/graduate for 
three-weeks of good-time credits 

for up to a total of 15 weeks. 
While San Quentin has 
46 pending certification 

nominations, the workers 
have earned 154 accredited 

certificates. The combined total 
equals 600 weeks in good-time 

credit off their sentences.   
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The San Quentin Soccer 
B-team was shut out 4-0 by 
the visiting Outsiders, but the 
players were still smiling be-
cause the soccer program has 
grown enough to have two 
teams. New volunteers have 
lined up to play and even 
coach.

“Thanks for a great game,” 
Tare “Cancun” Beltranchuc, 
an A-team soccer player, told 
the Outsiders after the game. 
“We are all winners because 
it’s about building commu-
nity.”

While soccer is one of the 
most popular sports in the 
world, it wasn’t organized 
at San Quentin until spon-
sor Andrew Crawford came 
along in 2016. Since then, 
the program has hosted visits 
from the former San Fran-
cisco Deltas soccer team that 
won the 2017 North Ameri-
can Soccer League Champi-
onship. The SQ squads now 
also have new cleats and may 

soon get new coaches.
For the June 9 game, three 

former Claremont-McKenna 
College women’s soccer team 
members came in to coach 
the Outsiders to victory. 
They were Sam Kunz, Kerry 
Moller and Laura Hayward.

“If the B-team had us 
coaching, they’d win,” said 
Hayward. “I wish I could 
have played.”

Muller, who visited once 
before with Kunz, said, “We 
won both times we were 
here.”

For Kunz, it was her last 
visit for a while. She is go-
ing to Africa with the Peace 
Corps.

“We had lots of fun,” Kunz 
said. “I’ll have stories from 
my time here.”

The Outsiders win came 
with the help of SQ A-team 
goalie Marco Villa.

“He killed it,” Outsider 
Dario Abramskiehn said. “He 
had numerous saves in the 

second half.”
In a previous game the 

week before, Crawford played 
goalie against the A-team.

The A-team won 10-7.
San Quentin has A and 

B teams that play visiting 
members of the community 
because so many incarcerated 
people want to play.

“We have two teams, and 
everyone wants to be on the 
A-Team,” Crawford said. 
“The A-team is better. The 
B-team is used as a teaching 
ground for A-Team. That kind 
of competition is healthy, and 
there are really good players 
on both teams.”

During this game, the B-
team was not able to score or 
keep the Outsiders from scor-
ing.

Kevin Lin made the 
first goal for the Outsid-
ers. Jordi Ortiz made the 
next. Abramskienhn assisted 
Christian Cervantes to make 
the third goal then scored one 

himself with help from team-
mate Rohit Ramchandani.

“I think both teams are 
competitive,” Abramskienhn 
said. “Last week we got our 
tails handed to us. We came 
with more of everything this 
week.”

Outsider Sugandan Barthy 
added, “It was lovely play-
ing with you guys. Soccer is 
a beautiful sport – it brings 
people together.”

After the game ended, both 
teams stood in a circle on the 
field and discussed what the 
program means to them.

“It’s an eye opener – really 
humbling and life changing,” 
Raphael Barrios said. The 
21-year-old had just arrived 
at San Quentin three weeks 
before the game. “I grew up 
playing soccer, and the fact 
that I could come here and 
play makes a huge differ-
ence.”

Beltranchuc added, 
“We’re trying to create a 

SQ Kings give Stanford team the business, 54-50
By Rahsaan Thomas

Staff Writer

Several graduate students 
from the Stanford Gradu-
ate School of Business (GSB) 
tried their hand at basketball 
against the San Quentin Kings 
40-and-over team. The Kings 
outmaneuvered them to a 54-
50 victory.

“When they heard about 
the games here, they wanted 
to come,” said Ben Draa, the 
Stanford graduate student who 
arranged for his class to play 
basketball against the Kings. 
“I also wanted to recruit more 
guys to the regular team.”

Draa used to work for the 
Golden State Warriors and was 
the first person to bring Assis-
tant GM Kirk Lacob into San 
Quentin to play basketball. 
That led to Golden State GM 
Bob Myers playing in annual 
games against San Quentin 
Warriors. Last year Draa re-
signed from Golden State to go 
back to college. San Quentin 
hadn’t seen him in a while.

On June 2, he returned with 
an array of fresh faces that you 
would never expect to see in 
prison. 

While the 6-foot-6, 32-year-
old Chou Hoytt is a local, many 
of the Stanford first-year GSB 
students were from places as 
far away as Greece. They were 
given a warm welcome on the 
Lower Prison Yard.

“I’m happy to be here,” 
Aris Kostanginidis, a native of 
Greece, said.

His teammate, the 6-foot-3 
and 27-year-old Jake Kneller 

added, “I loved it. Everyone is 
so warm and welcoming.”

Then the ball inbounded.
The Kings, who were 0-6 

prior to tip off, had two players 
playing for the first time this 
year. Former point guard and 
Warriors Coach Rafael Cue-
vas made his debut as a King. 
Additionally, Kings power for-
ward Thad Fleeton returned 
from an injury.

“I feel great just to be able to 
run up and down the court with 
my team,” Fleeton said.

The GSB team held their 
own against the Kings with 
Kneller snatching boards and 
Ben Akinbola, a brother from 
Philly, displaying athleticism.

However, neither team 
scored very much and the 
Kings played great defense, 

finishing with 17 steals. The 
half ended with the Kings up 
only 28-23.

“We’d like to give you guys 
an idea of who you’re play-
ing against,” Kings GM Brian 
Asey said at halftime with both 
teams gathered around mid-
court.

Referee and former King 
Antonio Manning shared news 
that the parole board had just 
found him suitable for release 
after serving 24 years, 10 of 
them at San Quentin.

“What this (basketball pro-
gram) means to me is com-
munity. You guys are family 
and you coming in here gives 
me encouragement,” Manning 
said. “I’m going to take this 
experience out to society with 
me.”

Akinbola shared next. “I put 
a lot of pressure on myself to be 
cool, to be good in school, to be 
good at basketball, but none of 
that matters unless you have a 
good relationship with Christ.”

Akinbola led both teams in 
prayer as each man had a hand 
on his shoulder or that of the 
person closest to them.

In the fourth quarter, with 
2:37 left to play, the Kings were 
down 47-43 until Oris “Pep” 
Williams nailed a three pointer.

On the next possession, 
Kings guard Joshua Burton 
took the lead with an up and 
under lay-up that made the 
score 48-47.

As the time ran down, GSB 
tied the score to surge back.

Andy Pringnitz hit a three 
in the face of a King defender 

with 38 seconds left in regula-
tion. That made the score 52-50 
Kings.

GSB intentionally fouled 
Williams to stop the clock 
and he made one of two free 
throws.

GSB got the ball back to 
Pringnitz, but Cuevas mugged 
him for his sixth steal of the 
game.

“We won because of Rafael 
(Cuevas)—he’s a big factor 
and a stabilizer for us,” Kings 
Coach Orlando Harris said.

Again GSB fouled Wil-
liams, who made one of two, 
which made the score 54-50.

Pringnitz launched another 
three, which missed. The 
Kings got the rebound and ran 
out the final few seconds for 
the win.

“I can’t speak right now,” 
coach Harris said. “First win 
against Stanford. I’m feeling 
good right now.”

Kneller led GSB with 12 
points and 12 rebounds.

“They have old-man 
strength and they hustle,” 
Kneller said about the Kings’ 
key to victory.

Pringnitz had 11 points and 
Kostanginidis added 9.

Tare “Cancun” Beltranchuc 
led the Kings with 10 points 
and three Kings added 7 points 
each: Trevor Woods, Burton 
and Williams.

“It was a team win,” Flee-
ton said. “That’s what makes 
the win so sweet—they’re 
20-something-year-olds.”

GSB’s Nelson Iginla said, 
“We’ll be back.”

Quentin soccer team loses to Outsiders...but still smiling

By Marcus Henderson
Journalism Guild Chairman

A sea of Dodger blue jer-
seys entered hostile white-
and-green A’s territory June 
9. The visiting Los Angeles 
Dodgertown baseball team 
traveled hundreds of miles to 
battle the San Quentin A’s in 
an annual doubleheader.

In the first game, Dodg-
ertown fought off a ninth-
inning rally to defeat the A’s 
6-5. The A’s regrouped in the 
afternoon game with a stron-
ger̀  performance for the 8-3 
victory, to split the double-
header with their friendly 
rivals.

“Man, I always root for all 
of our [San Quentin] teams, 
but today I had to go with the 
Dodger blue; that’s my team,” 
said Brad “Bam” Shells, one 
of the 20 or more spectators. 
“They travel all this way on 

their own time and dime. 
That shows how incredible 
this program is.”

Dodgertown scored three 
runs in the eighth inning of 

game one, for a command-
ing 6-2 lead. The A’s defense 
dropped balls and overthrew 
bases, allowing Dodgertown 
to extend the inning. With the 

bases loaded and one out, the 
A’s buckled down and turned 
a double play to stop the rout. 

The Dodgertown team 
played in Cuba earlier this 
year, sharpening their skills 
and playing under harsh 
conditions, but finding love 
through the game.

“Playing in Cuba, you can 
see how baseball helps tran-
scend any geopolitics and 
borders,” Steve Marshall 
said. “Like coming to San 
Quentin, you feel the serious-
ness, then you see the smiles 
and that creates relate-ability. 
That’s what sports is sup-
posed to do, to bring the best 
out of us and have fun.”

Dodgertown’s Paul Gallet-
ti and A’s Chris Marshall did 
just that; they had fun as the 
two heckled each other from 
their dugouts.

“It’s sad to see the same 
faces,” Galletti said. “But 

A’s spilt double-header with Dodgertown visitors 
some guys are paroling and 
having hope, so that’s good.” 

The Dodgertown team is 
a part of the Men’s Senior 
Baseball League in Southern 
California. 

In the bottom of the ninth, 
the A’s showcased their nev-
er-give-up attitude. A’s vet-
eran Chris Marshall battled at 
the plate against Dodgertown 
relief pitcher Brian “Red” 
Dambrosi to work a full 
count. Marshall foul-tipped 
around a dozen pitches. Leigh 
Olden Jr. ripped a triple off 
the infield gate, scoring Mar-
shall. 

The next batter walked, 
as veteran Branden Terrell 
stepped to the plate with his 
bat held high. Terrell smashed 
a line drive to the centerfield 
gap scoring both runners. 
Terrell tried to round second 
base, but was thrown out. 

Down 6-5 with two outs, 

Trevor Byrd swung and 
slapped the ball straight into 
the pitcher’s glove to end 
game one. 

“I been down 14 years 
and I spent that whole time 
trying to get to San Quentin 
for the programs,” first-year 
player Olden Jr. said.. “With 
this opportunity I get to play 
a sport I’m passionate about. 
I was just thinking; I haven’t 
touched a bat in years.”

Olden Jr. said he appreci-
ates and looks forward to 
playing teams from the out-
side community every week.

“This program helps you 
deal with adversity,”  he said. 
“You learn to deal with dif-
ferent people and attitudes. 
Even when things are not go-
ing well, we are still support-
ive of each other.”  

 “It was a good battle from 
top to finish,” A’s volunteer 
coach Mike Kremer added.

safe space where we can let 
out our stress. Last year we 
had nothing; now we have 
cleats. Without you, we’d still 
have nothing. I know we did 
something wrong, and we ac-
knowledge that, but we’re still 
human and still have some 
worth.”

Crawford gave the final 
thought. “We’re growing 
every season. Every time I 
come in, it’s another step for-
ward – we’re always adding 
new people from inside and 
outside. Every hour I put in is 
worth it.”

—Rahsaan Thomas

Dario Abramskiehn moving ball chased by Eleazar Sanchez

Photo courtesy of Ben Draa

Stanford Business Graduate School students line up outside San Quentin after defeat against the SQ Kings in basketball

Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Trevor Bird at batting against Dodgertown

Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN
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lay-up.
“We could have actually 

made the plays to win,” Cue-
vas said. “I’m proud of how 
close we were but we still 
have some things to work on 
at practice.”

Before 100 San Quentin 
spectators on a sunny day, 
the Warriors were down 68-
66 with 30 seconds left on the 
clock in the fourth quarter.

Warrior 5-foot-4 point 
guard Walter Cook brought 
the ball down court, shook 
the defenders and got to the 
rack. However, he over shot 
the lay-up that would have 
tied the score.

“The seas parted—I 
thought for sure we were 
going to overtime,” Griffin 
said.

Fjeld added, “I came over 
and he thought I was going to 
block him—he doesn’t know 
I can’t jump anymore. He 
threw it up too high.”

Fjeld grabbed the rebound 
and the Warriors fouled him 
to stop the clock. He made 
both free throws, which in-
creased the lead to 70-66 
with :03 left.

SQ Warriors Center Har-

SQ Warriors lose a squeaker to ex-pros, 70-66
By Rahsaan Thomas

Staff Writer

The San Quentin Warriors 
hung with a Green Team 
stacked with former pro bas-
ketball players but their val-
iant effort fell short in the 
final minute of a 70-66 loss.

“They’re good,” Evan 
Fjeld, who played for the 
NBA D-League and led the 
Green Team with 16 points, 
said. “They’ve gotten better 
since last year—more patient 
and more organized. We are 
lucky to get out of here with 
the win.”

The Prison Sports Min-
istry’s “Green Team” has a 
roster of over 40 basketball 
players on an email list that 
they blast out before each 
game to see who’s available 
to play. After losing two of 
their first three games of the 
season, sponsor Bill Epling 
challenged the Green Team 
to respond—and four former 
pros did.

Besides Fjeld, the former 
pros included Reilly Griffin, 
who played pro in Spain up 
until 2014. Then there was 
the 32-year-old John Smith, 

who played pro in Asia for 
six years and whose uncle is 
the all-star Phil Smith, who 
won the 1975 NBA champi-
onship with the Golden State 
Warriors. Last, Dan Wohl, 
who played pro in Israel 
and played in the first Green 
Team loss of the season, re-
turned.

In addition to the profes-
sional level talent, were Pat 
Lacey and his band of former 
Claremont-McKenna col-
lege players like Riley Hall, 
Kevin “K-Mac” MacPherson 
and Ben Bergsma plus David 
Liss, who played for Pomona, 
and KJ Logue, a Cal Poly 
basketball team 2016 gradu-

ate.
“No matter who we bring 

in here, it’s always a battle 
the Warrior squad repre-
sents” Griffin said.

The score went back in 
forth in short spurts with the 
intensity of the NBA finals. 
The game came down to the 
final seconds and a blown 

ry “ATL” Smith launched 
a three at the buzzer that 
missed.

Fjeld, who got hot in the 
second half, led all scorers 
with 16 points, followed by 
Griffin with 14 points and 
13 rebounds. Liss dropped 
12 points after hitting four 
three-pointers in the second 
half. Wohl added 7.

For the Warriors, Tevin 
Fournette led his team with 
14 points, followed by Allan 
McIntosh with 12 and both 
Smith and Cook contributing 
10 points each.

“I made the mistake, I 
didn’t finish, but the great 
ones come back and win the 
next time,” Cook said. “Next 
time, I want to apply more 
pressure and show my team 
we can beat those dudes as a 
unit. We just have to dig hard 
at practice.”

John Smith shared the rea-
son why he likes to play bas-
ketball at San Quentin.

“God demonstrated his 
love for us while we were 
still sinners,” Smith said. 
“When I come down the hill 
onto the yard to play, I feel 
love.”

Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Reilly Griffin going to the rack against the SQ Warriors basketball team

Champion running coaches honored at San Quentin

A night of training runs 
for the 1000 Mile Club at San 
Quentin turned into an op-
portunity to honor coaches 
Diana Fitzpatrick and Dylan 
Bowman for their accom-
plishments and dedication to 
the program.

After serving three and 
half years as a volunteer for 
the 1000 Mile Club, Bow-
man, a professional ultra-
runner, announced he was 
moving back to his home-
town, Denver.

“Dylan, you were huge to 
us,” Tony “Barefoot Tone” 
Evans, a club member known 
for running 40 meter races 

barefooted on concrete, said. 
“We hope to see you back at 
San Quentin. We love you, 
man.”

Between professional rac-
es, Bowman shared his time 
and knowledge with incarcer-
ated runners. The 32-year-old 
sponsored by North Face and 
Red Bull has won three out of 
his last four ultra-marathons 
— Croatia, Japan and San 
Diego.

He said he runs 100-mile 
races because “it’s really hard 
and it teaches you how to deal 
with problems in real time 
with poise and dignity.”

Bowman said he volun-

teered at San Quentin be-
cause “running has given me 
so much that to be here, to use 
my craft for good, makes me 
feel like I’m giving back.”

For club member Troy 
Dunmore, Bowman’s men-
torship has made a huge dif-
ference.

At the 2016 San Quentin 
Marathon, Bowman kept 
track of Dunmore’s laps. 
Dunmore didn’t think he 
would make it through the 
marathon.

“After mile 20, he (Bow-
man) really pushed me,” 
Dunmore said. “He motivat-
ed me to get through it. I’m 

going to miss him.”
On June 25, Bowman’s last 

day, the club members ran a 
few miles of training exer-
cises. Afterward, Bowman 
reflected on what he got out of 
coming into the prison about 
twice a month.

“Coming in here helped 
me understand my privilege 
as a straight white male from 
a good family. A lot of people 
aren’t as fortunate; they’re 
not bad people, just bad cir-
cumstances. That doesn’t 
excuse crime, but I have re-
spect for the fact that not ev-
erybody has equal protection. 
Yet you guys still get up ev-

ery day and make a positive 
impact. That’s what you guys 
have given me.”

“He motivated me 
to get through 
it. I’m going 
to miss him”

He also said, “No matter 
where you are in your life, 
you can always get better and 
running is a great way to do 
that. It gives you a platform to 
give yourself confidence, fit-
ness, improve in other areas 
of your life, be happy with 
who you are and be optimis-
tic.”

Fitzpatrick, 60, is a two-
time local Dipsea Race cham-
pion. This year she came in 
fifth. She was congratulated 
for completing the Western 
States Endurance Run — 
considered the world’s oldest 
100-mile trail race — in 23 
hours and 52 minutes.

“Diana shows you are only 
as old as you feel,” 54-year-
old club member John Levin 
said. “That inspires me. Re-
gardless of my age, I’m going 
to continue to push myself.”

Fitzpatrick started running 
the June 23 Western States 
race at 5 a.m. At times, the 
temperature reached 98 de-
grees. Fitzpatrick described 

putting chunks of ice into her 
vest, shirt and hat as a cool-
ing system.

Kevin Rumon, another 
1000 Mile Club coach, ran 
the Western States race with 
Fitzpatrick, but he tapped out 
after 62 miles. Though he 
didn’t finish the run, Rumon 
still completed the equivalent 
distance of two marathons.

Fitzpatrick received a sil-
ver buckle for completing the 
course on trails from Squaw 
Valley Ski Resort near Tahoe 
all the way to Placer High 
School in Auburn in less than 
24 hours.

“It’s a nice big silver 
buckle,” Fitzpatrick said 
with a smile. “(Running the 
race)is incredibly emotional. 
The things you have to go 
through—the trails, the heat, 
the footing—it pushes you 
in a way mentally and physi-
cally like nothing else does.”

Fitzpatrick credits her run-
ning community for the 100-
mile completion.

“It was a team effort,” she 
said to the club. “I think about 
all the people that helped me 
train and my community of 
runners — you guys.” 

Dunmore sees having 
coaches Fitzpatrick and Bow-
man as a blessing.

“They bring us the joys 
and benefits of running. It’s 
a great help to be able to ask 
them the best way to diet and 
the best way to train.”

—Rahsaan Thomas

Hardtimers softball team rallies back to win 18-11 over Prison Sports Ministry
By Timothy Hicks

Journalism Guild Writer

The Prison Sports Minis-
try softball team jumped out 
to an early lead but the San 
Quentin Hard Timers rallied 
back to win 18 to 11.

In the 1st inning of the 
June 17 game, Prison Sports 
Ministry took a 5 to 3 lead.

Three year veteran Tyler 
Moore of the Ministry tried 
to repeat a deep hit to center 
field he made last month on 
the same diamond.

“I was trying to repeat that 
this game,” he said. “ It’s not 
just the competition of the 
game, it’s the fun. This is 
the most fun of any softball 
league I ever done, coming 
up here to San Quentin.”

The Prison Sports Minis-
try team comes to San Quen-
tin to play softball with the 
incarcerated men and have 
fun, but its true purpose is to 
share and inspire hope.

“I just wanted to share the 
good news to the guys,” Da-
vid A. said.

The Hard Timers team 
started receiving good news 
by the 3rd inning when their 
offence started picking the 
Ministry’s defense apart. One 
player hit a triple to score 
a man in and several other 
team members followed suit 
with multiple runs batted in.

Both teams defense pre-
vented any scores during the 
5th and 6th innings. 

RJ Hill of the Hard Timers 
stopped a flaming hit to sec-

ond with a dramatic diving 
catch.

“We started off sluggish…” 
he explained, “and our pitch-
ing was off, but, we picked up 
and flowed. I got that hot hit 
to second and I knew I had to 
lay it down to get that out to 
end the inning.” 

In the 8th inning, Ministry 
new comer Branden Vanvliet 
smacked an in the park home-
run but, it wasn’t enough. 

“Their game is just better 
than I thought,” Vanvliet said. 
“But these guys are easy to 
get along with and I’m look-
ing forward to coming back. 
I hope I made a good impres-
sion on the guys and showed 
them God’s love.”  

The score was 18 to 11 in 
the 8th inning and the Prison 

Sports Ministry knew that it 
would take more than a mir-
acle for them to come back 
from such a large deficit. 

Ministry’s Bryce War-
wick, another new comer, 
said he wasn’t trying to make 
any bad plays but the Hard 
Timers defense was just per-
forming well.

“There’s a lot of great guys 
with good attitudes here and 
I definitely look forward to 
coming back and I’m a try to 
influence a couple more guys 
from the outside to come 
back in with me,” Warwick 
said.

Hardtimer third basemen 
Juan Arballo caught a  line 
drive that hit the glove with 
a smack. 

“I usually catch between 

my thumb and pouch of my 
glove but this time I caught it 
with just the pouch, and it hit 
hard,” Arballo explained. “It 
felt like self-defense.” 

The game ended with the 
Hard Timers up seven runs.

Hardtimer RJ Hill

Arballo laughed as he 
continued, “I consider it a 
blessing here at San Quentin 
to have the privilege to play 
against outside volunteers 
who give their time to come 
play us.”

Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Photo by Jonath Mathew, courtesy of Christine Yoo

Professional ultra-runner Dylan Bowman training with the 1000 
Mile Club’s top runner, Markelle Taylor 

Diana Fitzpatrick running on the prison, yard followed by 1000 
Mile Club member Jerry Gearin

Photo by Jonath Mathew, courtesy of Christine Yoo
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The quarantine did not affect 
North Block. 

“Every time I performed 
Shakespeare, a [new] piece of 
me comes out,” said Philippe 
“Kells” Kelly, who played Earl 
of Kent. “It’s kind of dope that 
we can do Shakespeare in an 
environment like this.”

In the Protestant Chapel ven-
ue, Lesley Currier gave an audi-
ence of about 65 San Francisco 
Bay Area community members 
and several dozen inmates an 
overview of King Lear — it’s a 
story about truth and betrayal as 
well as appeasing the powers-
to-be.

Director Suraya Keating 
added, “King Lear is about how 
a king reacts when his daughter 
does not act like he wants her 
to.”

“In the end, Lear loses every-
thing — his power, his riches, 
his sanity — and ultimately 
recognizes and repents for his 
mistake. However, in losing ev-
erything, he gains back the one 
thing that he had denied — the 
truth,” the King Lear program 
reads.

“What struck me about this 
play is the parallel with our cur-
rent president,” said audience 
member Lisa. “He (President 
Donald J. Trump) likes hear-
ing a lot of praise about himself. 
There’s timelessness in King 
Lear’s story.”

LeMar “Maverick” Harri-
son, who played the Fool, said, 
“From the Fool’s perspective, 
it made me look at who do we 
surround ourselves with? Many 
times people won’t tell you the 
truth or motivate you—with 
Lear, it was the Fool who told 
him the truth, which made me 
appreciate the few friends I 
have.”

Comedy of Errors 
Performance

Comedy of Errors, held in 
the same venue as King Lear, 
“is a furiously funny, fabulously 
confusing play of what happens 
when mistuned identity and 
misunderstandings abound, and 

the ‘truth’ becomes no clearer 
than a summer morning in San 
Francisco,” the program reads.

At various points, Com-
edy of Errors actors weaved 
through the audience chasing 
each other, bringing laughter, 
as people twisted in their seats 
to let the actors get by.

At the play’s close, the actors 
danced on stage, bringing the 
audience of more than 100 Bay 
Area community members and 
inmates to their feet.

“We use Shakespeare to sup-
port ourselves to be the best hu-
man beings we can be,” Keating 
told the audience.

The actors talked about how 
Shakespeare in San Quentin 
helps change criminal thinking.

“I grew up without any-
one believing in me,” Andrew 
“Drew” Wadsworth said. 
“When I first got my script, 
I was scared to death. I used 
to tell myself that I have a bad 
memory. I can’t remember long 
lines. But Suraya believed in 
me and helped me bust down 
that myth.”

Maurice “Reese” Reed said, 
“Sometimes I get stuck in my 
ways, but seeing the guys do-
ing Shakespearean plays helps 

me realize that I can do things 
I thought I couldn’t.”

Audience Questions from 
King Lear 

The actors in King Lear 
commented about surprises 
gained from theater in prison.

“The biggest surprise for me 
is that I didn’t realize the pain 
that I’d caused my family,” said 
Chris R. Marshall, Sr. who 
played King Lear. “I’m the only 
person in my family arrested. It 
surprised me how badly I felt 
about that.”

Eddie DeWeaver, who played 
the Duke of Albany, husband to 
Goneril, said he was surprised 
by the double standard imposed 
on the women.

“But, it was good to see an 
ambitious woman wanting to 
take over the whole kingdom,” 
said DeWeaver — followed by 
loud applause from the audi-
ence.

Robert “Belize” Villafranco, 
who played a knight and mes-
senger, said the first time he was 
given a script, he was afraid. 
His role was of a woman and he 
had to wear a dress.

Villafranco said that the 
teasing, dress-pulling inmates 
made him think about what 

women go through in society 
and how the role taught him 
about empathy from having to 
play a woman.

The audience was curious as 
to how inmates got involved in 
Shakespeare.

“We use 
Shakespeare to 

support ourselves 
to be the best 
human beings 

we can be”

“I got tricked four years 
ago,” Marshall said. “I grew 
up as an athlete, and I thought 
performing Shakespeare was 
something soft. But, one of the 
guys asked me if I was afraid 
to do it. I said, ‘I ain’t afraid of 
nothing.’ Now this is my fifth 
play.”

“I’ve been doing this for 10 
years now,” Collins said. He 
added, jokingly, “It’s kind of 
cool for a thug like me to do 
Shakespeare.”

The Comedy of Errors 
Audience Questions

“I feel that the way you’re 
brought into Shakespeare, it 
was easy to understand,” said 
Ellen. “What themes does this 
play stir up?” 

“There’s a difference be-
tween truth and facts,” said 
Antwan “Banks” Williams. 
“In life, when we see some-
thing a certain way, it could be 
wrong. It’s because we base our 
beliefs on feelings not facts.” 
Referring to Comedy of Errors, 
Williams added, “Everybody 
was telling the truth. Everyone 
was being honest, but there was 
a lack of communication. That 
led to major mishaps — com-
munication is important. This 
play speaks to people, telling 
them that they should talk and 
communicate with each other.”

Audience members, who 
have never been in a prison 
before, were asked what they 
should go away with.

The inmates responded: 
“We’re human.”
“Don’t believe the outside 

media. Take a tour inside San 
Quentin.”

“We are not defined by our 
crimes.”

“Hurt people hurt people 
and healed people heal people.”

What life lessons do inmates 
take from Comedy of Errors?

“Laughter is the best medi-
cine”—Fantom Lightyear

“Like in life, in our art, we 
are stronger together, than 
apart”—Richie Morris

“Try to add one good 
thought to your day”— Dar-
win “Tall” Billiingsley

“Help the helpless”—Jad 
Salem

Recognizing the benefits of 
exposure to drama, the Wil-
liam James Association has 
contracted Janessa Johnsrude 
to bring a theater program 
to Pelican Bay prison. She is 
now in her second year of the 
program. On May 22, about 
40 inmates were scheduled to 
perform Paper Rose — loosely 
based on Hamlet and Charac-
ter Interview, created from the 
profiles of incarcerated people 
and free people.  

Marin Shakespeare Com-
pany began its program in 
San Quentin in 2003. The pro-
gram now has expanded to 11 
prisons. Videos are hosted on 
www.marinshakespeare.org.

—Juan Haines

Audience members on stage learning to dance the Electric Swag
Photo by Derrick Holloway

SHAKESPEARE

Scene from Comedy of Errors
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Scene from King Lear
Photo by Eddie Herena, SQN

Scene from Comedy of Errors
Photo by Derrick Holloway

Continued from Page 1

Shakespeare at SQ - a mixture of comedic and dramatic performances

Comedy of Errors:
◊ Duke of Ephesus Egeon, father of the Antipholus twins: LeMar “Maverick” Harrison
◊ Emilia, mother to the Antipholus twins who became an Abbess: Kate Brickley 
◊ Courtesan: Sharon Robinson   ◊ Angelo, the Goldsmith: Richie “R3” Morris
◊ Antipholus of Ephesus: Maurice “Reese” Reed  ◊ Officer 1: Jad Salem
◊ Antipholus of Syracuse: Andrew “Drew” Wadsworth ◊ Officer 2: John Ray”Shaggey” Ervin, Sr.
◊ Dromio of Ephesus: Darwin “Tall” Billiingsley  ◊ Officer 3: Eric Abercrombie
◊ Adriana, wife to Antipholus of Ephesus: Suraya Keating ◊ Dromio of Syracuse: Raiveon “Ray Ray” Wooden 
◊ Luciana, sister to Adriana: Janis DeLucia  ◊ 1st Merchant: Antwan “Banks” Williams
◊ 2nd Merchant: Philippe “Kells” Kelly  
◊ Balthazar, friend to Antipholus of Ephesus: Robert “Belize” Villafranco
◊ Contentious Servant: Dr. Pinch and Nell Ronell “Rauch” Draper ◊ Choreographer: Antwan “Banks” Williams
◊ Music Director: Sharon Robinson   ◊ Tech Director: Stephen Pascascio 
◊ Ensemble: Nythell “Nate” Collins, Juan Carlos Meza and Antwan “Banks” Williams

King Lear:
◊ Angel Falcone: King of France    ◊ John Ray “Shaggy” Ervin, Sr.: Old Man
◊ Hannah Jester: Cordelia; youngest daughter to Lear  ◊ Jason “Alias” Jones: Knight
◊ Jing: Regan, middle daughter to Lear    ◊ Juan Carlos Meza: Earl of Gloucester
◊ Maurice “Reese” Reed: Duke of Cornwall, husband of Regan  ◊ Joshua Joaquin: Knight
◊ Thanh Tran: Knight & Messenger    ◊ Antwan “Banks” Williams: Knight
◊ Musician: Fantom Lightyear    ◊ Technical Director: Stephen Pascascio
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