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LL.ook Who Made It

Joy Richardson generates sto-
ries about successful parolees
throughout the state.

By JOY RICHARDSON
Contributing Writer

Benny Taylor is a real charm-
er. That down home Southern
drawl and straightforward con-
versation makes a person feel
right at home. Benny started out
in life as the son of a Georgia
moonshiner. By the time he was
31 he’d made some not-so great-
choices that landed him in the
California Prison System.

Benny walked onto the yard at
Folsom in 1975, guitar in hand.
He spent lots of time playing,
taught some fellow convicts to
play, and even managed to teach
a few of them to sing.

Here are his comments in a re-
cent interview:

Where did you meet your
wife?

Cheryl and I met in Folsom
Prison at a wedding. I was the
Best Man and Cheryl was the
Maid of Honor. We just cel-
ebrated our 25th wedding anni-
versary.

Does anything in particular
stand out in your mind from
your time at Folsom?

When Nicholas Cage was re-
searching Con Air, he came to
Folsom and asked to talk to an
“authentic convict.” Sgt. Huttner
asked me if [ was an “authentic
convict,” and brought Nicholas
Cage to meet me. We walked
around the yard and talked.

What did you do once you
were released?

When I was released in 2004,
Cheryl and I bought a ranch in
Gridley and joined an equine
rescue service. We adopted
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mares and their foals out of the
PMU (pregnant mare’s urine)
industry where they were kept
in horrid and unsanitary condi-
tions. We adopted eight horses
over the course of 18 months.
We’d “gentle” the horses, then
bring riders together with them
for a match. We still have three
of the horses with us.

I understand you earned a
psychology degree while you
were at Folsom. How have you
put that to work for you out-
side?

We recently moved to
Coulterville. I was introduced
to a grandfather and his 11-year-
old granddaughter. He asked if
I, along with one of my hors-
es, could work with her regard-
ing self-confidence, self-esteem
and poor choices. I thought,
“My God! Who better to discuss
those issues than me!” The child

has already been on my horse,
and is in love with her.

What other things do you
and Cheryl enjoy doing?

We are members of Clowns
International. I am a Clown
Magician, Cheryl is Tootsie the
Clown. We frequently did gigs
with puppets when we lived in
Gridley. I also sang and played
electric guitar during 4th of July
celebrations in Gridley.

Benny and his wife are retired
and live in Coulterville on their
ranch. Benny is still a musician.
Every other Friday night you
can find him playing guitar and
singing at The Lumberyard in
Coulterville. Of course, he plays
“cowboy” music, both popular
Country Western music and his
own creations. Benny invites
at-risk kids come to his ranch to
ride horses

Back in the Day

Selected Stories From Past Issues of the San Quentin News

AUG. 1980 — Two rows of
over 50 motorcycles from pan-
heads to knuckleheads, 74s and
three—wheelers, lined the lower
yard for the 1980 Motorcycle
Show. Providing the entertain-
ment was the Bay Area country-
bluegrass band Good ol’ Persons
and the Norton Buffalo Band,
among others.

AUG. 1980 — The vocational
landscape gardening class is an-
nouncing room for ten more cons
interested in signing up. The
landscape program was started
at San Quentin in April 1953.

AUG. 1980 — A con exercising
on the North seg. roof area was
stabbed in the neck once with a
pencil. He was treated and re-
turned to his cell. There are no
suspects.

AUG. 1980 — Inmates with
pay numbers have been given a
pay raise. A 15 percent increase
will kick in for the months of
July and Aug., and after that it
will be 7.5 percent.

SEPT. 1980 — An inmate has
died of unknown causes at the
prison hospital. John Wakefield,
46, died Aug. 29 after being ad-
mitted to the hospital the previ-
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ous day complaining of weak-
ness. An autopsy revealed the
cause of death as pancreatitis —
inflamation of the pancreas.

SEPT. 1980 — Approximately
75 demonstrators marched in
front of S.Q.’s East Gate to com-
memorate the death of George
Jackson nine years ago. Jackson,
an inmate activist and author,
was one of six people who died
Aug. 21, 1971 during a failed es-
cape attempt.

SEPT. 1980 — Over 500 con-
victs gathered on the lower yard
for a Labor Day musical extrava-
ganza. The show featured exotic
dancers and an interesting mix
of musical performers.

SEPT. 1980 — Four inmates
were hit with birdshot when gun-
men on the C-Section yard fired
seven shots to break up a fight
between two inmates, accord-
ing to prison spokesman Mike
Madding. They were treated at
the prison hospital and released
back to C-Section.

NEWS BRIEFS

LOS ANGELES — Two Los
Angeles County sheriff’s depu-
ties were fired and eight others
were disciplined after a jail sui-
cide revealed how they cheated a
bar code system to avoid check-
ing cells regularly, the Associ-
ated Press reported.

Deputies use a bar code read-
er to scan checkpoints as they
walk the cell rows checking on
inmates. A falsified log alleg-
edly showed a deputy scanned
all points within 35 seconds. A
copy of the bar codes was found
on a deputy’s desk.

SACRAMENTO - Gover-
nor Arnold Schwarzenegger
has nominated appellate state

Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye to
become California’s chief judge.
The Sacramento native is a Fil-
ipina American and the second
woman and first nonwhite ever
named to that position.

Voters will decide in Novem-
ber whether to approve the ap-
pointment.

SAN DIEGO - Prison guard
Matthew Gutierrez is facing
charges of attempting to smug-
gle 11 ounces of fake cocaine
into the federal Metropolitan
Correctional Center. Investiga-
tors said an informant provided
Gutierrez with the fake drug.

We Want
To Hear
From You!

The San Quentin News encourages
inmates, free staff, custody staff,
volunteers and others outside the

institution to submit articles.

Please use the following criteria

when submitting:

* Limit your articles to no more

than 350 words.

» Know that articles may be edited

for content and length.

* The newspaper is not a medium
to file grievances. (For that, use
the prison appeals process.) We

encourage submitting articles that
are newsworthy and encompass

issues that
will have an impact on the

prison populace.

* Please do not use offensive lan-

guage in your submissions.

Poems and art work (cartoons and

drawings) are welcome.

* Letters to the editor should be
short and to the point.

Send Submissions to:
CSP - San Quentin
Education Dept. / S.Q. News
San Quentin, CA 94964
(No street address required)

San
Quentin

News

Current and past copies of the
San Quentin News are posted
online at:

www.sanquentinnews.com
or
http://www.cdcr.ca.gov/
Visitors/San_Quentin_News/
SQ-San_Quentin_News.
html

The opinions expressed herein do
not necessarily reflect those of the
Administration, or the inmate popu-
lation, and should be considered
solely the opinion of the individual
author unless specified.

Permission is granted to reprint
articles appearing in the San
Quentin News provided credit is
given the author and this publica-
tion, except for articles reprinted
herein from other publications.
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